
65.82% 312

1.48% 7

10.13% 48

19.41% 92

11.18% 53

Q1 Please indicate your connection(s) to
the Upper Canada District School Board.

Answered: 474 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 474  

# Other:  (please specify) Date

1 I am a volunteer at Glen Tay P.S. I worked for the School Board for many years and am now retired. 2/7/2017 3:00 PM

2 I'm the grandmother of grandchildren in the UCDSB 2/2/2017 5:06 PM

3 I am a parent who's children will be attending school in the next few years 2/2/2017 4:57 PM

4 community organization 2/2/2017 4:33 PM

5 Parent of a toddler that will be attending a UCDSB school in the future. 1/31/2017 9:17 PM

6 Grandparent of students at UCDSB 1/31/2017 4:22 PM

7 Past community member and current worker with children that will be affected. 1/30/2017 11:37 PM

8 i grew up in lanark my siblings went to maple grove 1/25/2017 5:46 PM

9 I have young children who i had planned on sending to Maple Grove 1/25/2017 5:44 PM

10 CDSBEO parent. 1/25/2017 1:03 PM

11 I am a grandmother 1/23/2017 11:29 PM

12 I am a student studying Early Childhood Education who has completed a field placement at a school in the UCDSB. 1/23/2017 10:11 AM

I am a
parent/guard...

I am a student
attending a...

I am an UCDSB
employee

I am a
community...

Other:
(please...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

I am a parent/guardian of student(s) at UCDSB school(s)

I am a student attending a UCDSB School

I am an UCDSB employee

I am a community member without children attending UCDSB Schools

Other:  (please specify)
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13 Interested Party 1/20/2017 2:31 PM

14 College Professor 1/19/2017 12:19 PM

15 im a tax payer in this township and support Glen Tay Pubic School 1/13/2017 10:55 AM

16 I am a community member who has a young child waiting to go to school and the family of students 1/11/2017 10:13 AM

17 involved in many community organizations 12/21/2016 11:29 AM

18 UCDSB Employee 12/15/2016 10:08 AM

19 My children are done school but went to ucdsb schools. I now have a grandchild in school 12/8/2016 11:02 PM

20 My grandchildren attend and my children attended. 12/8/2016 6:28 PM

21 Retired employee, volunteer 12/7/2016 10:44 AM

22 My Grandchild attends Glen Tay pubic school. We also live in the community. 12/5/2016 1:46 PM

23 Unspecified 12/5/2016 1:38 PM

24 Interested Party 12/5/2016 1:36 PM

25 member of _________ 12/5/2016 1:26 PM

26 My child will be attending when old enough. 12/5/2016 1:22 PM

27 The parent of a child who will hopefully be attending a UCDSB school 12/5/2016 1:21 PM

28 I'm a parent of future UCDSB student(s) 11/29/2016 7:44 PM

29 I am a former UCDSB student and grandparent of children attending a UCDSB school 11/25/2016 8:58 PM

30 Grandparent of student 11/25/2016 3:50 PM

31 I am a parent of a child who would be attending a UCDSB school 11/25/2016 3:16 PM

32 I am a parent of a child who will be attending 11/25/2016 3:11 PM

33 I am a parent with a child that will be attending an UCDSB school 11/25/2016 2:45 PM

34 Retired employee, UCDSB 11/25/2016 2:37 PM

35 my relatives go there 11/25/2016 2:33 PM

36 A parent who attended UCDSB with children not yet of age to attend school 11/25/2016 2:32 PM

37 I am a future parent of children that will attend ucdsb school 11/25/2016 2:31 PM

38 I graduated out of the UCDSB school PDCI 11/25/2016 2:30 PM

39 I am a community members whose child has attended UCDSB schools 11/25/2016 2:23 PM

40 Tax Payer 11/22/2016 10:19 PM

41 I own a business in school area 11/17/2016 9:25 AM

42 Playgroup 11/9/2016 10:13 AM

43 Unspecified 11/9/2016 9:28 AM

44 Concerned community member 11/9/2016 9:17 AM

45 Former community member 11/2/2016 5:12 PM

46 graduate 11/2/2016 4:52 PM

47 trustee 11/2/2016 4:46 PM

48 I attened a UCDSB school 10/27/2016 9:20 PM

49 It was my old school and have family members attending now. 10/27/2016 8:22 PM

50 My daughter will be attending school soon. 10/27/2016 9:01 AM

51 My child will be attending in 2018 10/15/2016 7:30 AM

52 Parent of children who will be school age within 2 years 10/14/2016 8:32 PM

53 I am a concerned grandmother 10/14/2016 6:40 PM
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Q2 The draft recommendations contained in
the Initial Staff Report for the

Accommodation Review are organized by
Feeder Groups of Schools. This refers to
the elementary schools and secondary

school(s) that students attend in
accordance with school

program boundaries.Please choose from
the list below, the feeder group of schools

for which you would like to provide
feedback. (Please note that there are no

recommendations impacting the
Gananoque or Russell Feeder Groups.)

Answered: 474 Skipped: 0
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Brockville -
(Brockville ...

Cornwall -
(Cornwall...

Seaway -
(Seaway...

North
Grenville -...

South
Grenville -...

Tagwi - (Tagwi
SS, Maxville...

Rothwell-Osnabr
uck -...

Glengarry -
(Glengarry D...

Char-Lan -
(Char-Lan DH...

Almonte -
(Almonte DHS...

Carleton Place
- (Carleton...

Perth - (Perth
DCI, Drummon...

Rockland -
(Rockland DH...

Vankleek Hill
- (Vankleek...

Rideau -
(Rideau DHS,...

Smiths Falls -
(Smiths Fall...

Athens -
(Athens DHS,...

North Dundas -
(North Dunda...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses
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0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

100.00%
474

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Total 474

Brockville - (Brockville CI, Thousand Islands SS, Commonwealth PS, Front of Yonge ES, Lyn PS, Prince of Wales PS, Toniata PS, Vanier PS, and
Westminster PS)

Cornwall  - (Cornwall Collegiate Vocational School, St. Lawrence Secondary School, Bridgewood P.S., Central P.S., Eamer’s Corners P.S.,Viscount
Alexander P.S.)

Seaway - (Seaway District HS, Iroquois PS, Morrisburg PS)

North Grenville - (North Grenville DHS, Kemptville PS, Merrickville PS, Oxford-On-Rideau PS, South Branch ES)

South Grenville - (South Grenville DHS, Benson PS, Centennial '67 PS, Maynard PS, South Edwardsburg PS, Wellington ES)

Tagwi - (Tagwi SS, Maxville PS, North Stormont PS, Roxmore PS)

Rothwell-Osnabruck - (Rothwell-Osnabruck School (k-12), Longue Sault PS)

Glengarry - (Glengarry DHS, Laggan PS)

Char-Lan - (Char-Lan DHS, S.J. Mcleod PS, Williamstown PS)

Almonte - (Almonte DHS, Naismith Memorial PS, Pakenham PS, R Tait McKenzie PS)

Carleton Place - (Carleton Place DHS, Arklan Community PS, Beckwith PS, Caldwell Street PS)

Perth - (Perth DCI, Drummond PS, Glen Tay PS, Maple Grove PS, North Elmsley PS, Queen Elizabeth PS, The Stewart PS)

Rockland - (Rockland DHS, Rockland PS, Plantagenet PS)

Vankleek Hill - (Vankleek Hill CI, Pleasant Corners PS) * impacted by Glengarry recommendations

Rideau - (Rideau DHS, Rideau Centennial ES, Rideau Vista PS, South Crosby PS, Sweets Corners ES)

Smiths Falls - (Smiths Falls DCI, Chimo ES, Duncan J Schoular PS, Lombardy PS, Montague PS, Wolford PS)

Athens - (Athens DHS, Meadowview PS, Pineview PS)

North Dundas - (North Dundas DHS, Chesterville PS, Nationview PS, Winchester PS) *impacted by Seaway recommendations
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4.41% 16

17.91% 65

54.27% 197

23.42% 85

Q47 Please provide your response to these
Draft Recommendations. Select the
statement(s) that best describe your

thoughts, you will be asked to expand in the
next set of questions.

Answered: 363 Skipped: 111

Total 363

Yes, I support
all of the...

I support some
parts of the...

No, I don't
support the...

I have an
alternative ...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes, I support all of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

I support some parts of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

No, I don't support the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools at all and I don't have an alternative suggestion at this time.

I have an alternative to the DRAFT recommendations that would meet the board's objective to reduce surplus space in this feeder group of schools.
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Q48 If you indicated in Q3. that you support
some or all of the Draft Recommendations

for this feeder group of schools, please
describe what elements of the

recommendations are favourable to you.
Answered: 73 Skipped: 401

# Responses Date

1 I would like to say that I do not favour closing rural community schools but realize that financial needs play a strong
part in the decisions. Rural communities have so much to lose when the school center is taken away. Surely distances
from homes to school must have bearing on decisions. The Lanark families have the option of moving to separate
schools. I spent a number of years working in the Catholic board and about fifty non-catholic children attended there. I
would think there would be a maximum distance that was acceptable for , especially, 3,4, and 5 year olds. Having
spent many years volunteering at Glen Tay I have such respect for the teachers and leaders. It is a happy place for
learning. I am sure one could say the same about all the schools on the list. The CFUW club purchases and gifts a
book to every kindergarten child each month.This is an effort to enhance literacy appreciation and skills.

2/7/2017 3:02 PM

2 I am in support of some of these changes, please see my answer to the following question. 2/2/2017 4:43 PM

3 There is a need to reduce at least one school unless the community and board can come up with ways to utilize to
school structures.

2/1/2017 6:10 PM

4 The community that Maple Grove exists in is massive compared to that of Drummond. There are many facilities
available year round to the students and they can walk to all of them, the bus rides would be shorter if all the
Drummond students went to Maple grove rather than the other way around, the building will accommodate all of these
students without portables, we use the building for many child and adult activities. If Maple Grove closes, I will switch
to Sacred Heart, why would I send my child so far away when there is a quality school just around the corner.

1/31/2017 11:56 PM

5 None. Clearly the students are being used as pawns to get more provincial funding. 1/31/2017 9:26 PM

6 No I strongly do not agree to the recommendations.. 1/31/2017 7:07 PM

7 I support the closing of smaller sites to consolidate students and funds as well as providing both English and
Immersion programs at all sites.

1/31/2017 6:36 PM

8 1. 4. 5. 1/31/2017 1:15 PM

9 It's a good idea to split the NEPS boundary to match up with high school boundaries. It's good to have the 3 schools
dual track because it stops overlapping bus routes and would make shorter and more efficient bus routes.

1/31/2017 10:25 AM

10 After attending both sets of ARC presentations, it was nice to see a few solutions presented. I found most
presentations were just about "why our school should stay open". There were two presentations that stuck out in my
mind, one of which was by the Maple Grove delegation. They presented facts supported by data on why it makes
more sense to keep Maple Grove open and close Drummond. When you compare those two schools to each other,
head to head as they did, it's a no brain-er, I support Maple Grove's solution fully.

1/31/2017 12:36 AM

11 Glen Tay be closed and move to Queen Elizabeth 1/24/2017 1:25 PM

12 Our family understands the need to consolidate students and reduce the number of empty spaces. Over the years our
children have attend schools that appeared to be bursting at the seems (i.e. Kemptville PS and later Queen Elizabeth
PS). We are happy that you are making the schools dual track but feel this has been done too late.

1/14/2017 2:20 PM

13 I am very happy that Drummond is in the list to stay open!! I think Hat is great as my children go there! It is a great
community and the school and the staff are amazing!! My children are thriving because they have teachers that put
their needs first and the class sizes are great so they can have the one on one time if needed! The one thing that I am
not liking to much is that we just heard that some of the southernmost kids might have to go to a school in town!!! I am
not going to send my children to town for one we live in the country for a reason and I and not going to send them to
an over capacity school and classrooms that have way to many kids init and they will not get the help that they need if
they need it and have them to be out into a portables because classrooms are too small for all the kids! How are kids
suppose to feel welcome and like a family if they are out into portables they won't!!! Drummond is always so
welcoming and we are one big family their and in my eyes that shouldn't have to change!!! It's time people start
thinking about the kids and not about money and whatever else they are thinking about!!!!

1/12/2017 8:09 PM
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14 I do not agree with the glen tay shut down my child who has behavorial issues and a few other issues would NOT be
able to handle a school with a lot of people so if glen tay shuts down I have no idea what I will do with them. There
are so many wonderful programs at glen tay, the teachers are so amazing with my child. My child has issues with
change so it should be interesting to see what happens. When we first heard about this they asked if I could get a
loan and buy the school.

1/11/2017 10:42 AM

15 I understand that costs need to be controlled. I also agree that schools should be run full as possible 1/11/2017 10:07 AM

16 I do not like the idea of shifting grade 1's to another school for one year nor the splitting of families in schools. 12/29/2016 4:01 PM

17 I understand that cuts need to be made and schools need to close. I understand a budget needs to balance. But
please consider the 'VALUES" of the board and choose to be empathetic, caring and respectful of families. Please
keep siblings together at the same school! If two children choose to take french immersion - do not separate them
between schools - show us you care for the mental well-being of kids and parents - and KEEP KIDS TOGETHER!

12/20/2016 1:04 PM

18 I strongly disagree with the southern portion of the current attendance boundary for Drummond School be
consolidated with Stewart School.

12/19/2016 5:24 PM

19 Please keep my kids together! Please don't make my kids go to two different elementary schools! I am maxed out
trying to managing my kids school, activities, family time, work, etc. I can't handle having my young children at two
different schools in two different towns. Please, please do what is best for the kids and their families - keep siblings
together!

12/16/2016 8:10 PM

20 I am maxed out - I work full time, have a farm with my husband, have busy kids and volunteer. I drive 20 minute to
Perth to pick up my kids after work and then I spend half the evenings at home with my kids - working on homework,
tutoring my child in reading, reading together as a family and making meals together. The other evenings I spend in
Perth chauffeuring my kids to their extra curricular events. Please do not increase my stress and reduce my already
limited time by separating my children at two different schools (Stewart and Drummond). PLEASE keep siblings
together in elementary school!

12/16/2016 8:08 PM

21 I understand that some schools need to be closed. But it seems that the recommendations are going to not only affect
some students through closures but will also affect students who are in schools that are not closing, by moving them to
another school. Many of these students have already been moved from one school to another and many of them have
just started school. It takes about two years for a child to get comfortable in a school, make new friends and develop a
sense of familiarity in the school. My kids have been just moved to Stewart and are just settling in. Many of the parents
I have spoken to also have children that were just moved to Stewart and they have serious concerns about their
children moving again. I understand that some changes have to made in the schools, but disrupting the well-being of
hundreds of students is, in my mind, not an acceptable outcome. Is there a way to consolidate the schools slotted for
closure into one of those schools? Closing two of the schools and moving them into one would surely fill one of the
schools and reduce costs. Although I acknowledge I am ignorant to complete story, this could be one solution.

12/16/2016 8:06 PM

22 Please do not separate my children at 2 elementary schools. Please do not add stress to my child and make separate
them from their sibling. Please do not make me have to navigate two elementary schools Please don't take any more
of my limited evening time with my kids, as I will have to drive more and lose another 1/2 hour each night to get both
kids in two different schools. Please don't make me find different after school programs for my kids PLEASE PLEASE
think of the families and children and commit to keeping siblings together at the same elementary school

12/16/2016 7:55 PM

23 I do believe that the board needs to make changes because the schools are underpopulated but I think that with all
the schools having dual track and with boundary changes that Maple Grove should stay open and Drummond close as
the catchment area for busing is larger and Maple Grove is more centrally than Drummond. Also there would be no
need to have any portables installed in Maple Grove as the school could accommodate the larger population therefore
saving the board money. Than the shared busing with Sacred Heart in Lanark can stay the same and again saving
money. Keep Maple Grove Open

12/15/2016 2:51 PM

24 Please keep siblings together at one elementary school! Research shows that kids moving schools can have negative
impacts to both mental health and academic performance. Please help easy the transition by keeping siblings together
at the same school.

12/15/2016 1:18 PM

25 I do not want my kids separated. If this goes through, my children could be going to two different schools. 12/15/2016 10:15 AM

26 Given the current recommendations, my one child will stay at Stewart and my other child will have to go to Drummond.
Please consider keeping siblings together. This will create a lot of extra stress and inefficiencies for our family. I
require after school care - I will need to pick up at two different schools and I live in the country - this will take away
1/2 hour after school every day for us to be together as a family, to do homework, exercise, read, etc. We already
have a small window of time together in the evenings before my kids go to bed. My child is an introvert and it will be
stressful for them to go to a new school where they don't know anyone and without their sibling. I try to volunteer at the
school and attend school events - as a working mother, this is very challenging with one school and I will not be able
to make that commitment for two schools.

12/15/2016 10:07 AM
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27 The board is silent in the report about siblings. Please do NOT separate my children. My child is currently in French
immersion and my other child is in a younger grade. Please don't separate them and let them stay at the same school
- Stewart. Separating the kids will make it very difficult for me to manage as a parent.

12/15/2016 10:02 AM

28 I understand that cuts need to be made and schools may need to close. Please keep siblings together - please do not
add stress to both kids and parents. I believe you can find a solution and keeping siblings together will not prevent you
from reaching your goal.

12/13/2016 9:03 AM

29 Please keep siblings together at the same school. 12/12/2016 7:41 PM

30 Maple Grove School be closed and consolidated with Drummond School 12/12/2016 3:09 PM

31 North Elmsley Public School be closed with the consolidation of a western portion of its current attendance boundary
with The Stewart School and an eastern portion of its current attendance boundary consolidated with Chimo (Smiths
Falls feeder group) School. 2.Glen Tay Public School be closed and consolidated with Queen Elizabeth School
3.Maple Grove School be closed and consolidated with Drummond School, (date to be confirmed)

12/9/2016 3:45 PM

32 I strongly believe that Maple Grove School should remain open. As an urban school, it supports walkable students and
also receives bused students from the north end of the County. Children that can currently walk to school will now
need to be bused, and for many children the bus ride to Drummond School will be exceedingly long. In addition, as an
urban school, Maple Grove is an important community space for many groups and organizations, and is an important
element in the overall health of the Village. It is well known that the family wealth is lower in this area than in many
other parts of Lanark County. The ability for children to walk to school, and take advantage of childcare and many
community programs and sports that are walkable is critical to these families who may not have the financial ability to
drive their children to clubs, sports and other activities in other places outside the Village. If this school is closed, I
believe many families in the Village will move their children to the Catholic School so that they can continue to walk.
This will have a negative impact on the UCDSB in terms of attendance. Overall, Maple Grove School is an important
asset and should remain in place. Recommendations 1, 2 and 4 are reasonable and I support them. I am not clear
what is intended in Recommendation #5.

12/8/2016 1:27 PM

33 Agreeable to close Glen Tay. Keep Maple Grove Open and add French immersion to the school. It is a much larger
school than Drummond Centre and can accommodate more children. Keep kids in a reasonable distance for travelling
to school. Keep children in their community schools. Take into consideration the additional busing costs as well.
Drummond Centre has had floods. Tests for mold will be requested.

12/8/2016 6:54 AM

34 Please do not split up siblings. This will add additional stress to families and kids. 12/7/2016 9:31 AM

35 Nothing 12/5/2016 4:03 PM

36 none 12/5/2016 3:56 PM

37 No i do ot support the school closure as i am a mother of children that this affects And i can tell you Now i will not be
sending my kids to a school in town . I will put them in another school which is 30 minutes away and not even in the
upper Canada school board district. My youngest has struggled in school and still struggles more so now wanting to
go but once there is fine. know the school and the staff. And to change that is not the best for my child needs the
routine and things to be the same. And like i said i will not hands down put my kids in either school in the town of
perth as they are almost at cap level. I will start the process of looking else where to be safe and have at least my
children aware of the change of school and prepare them for that. As i know i have to do that for at least my youngest.
I think you folks are not thinking about the kids and the impact it has on them that you are looking at possible closing
their school and making some of them be on the bus longer then they are now. And what about the special needs
childrens?

12/5/2016 1:45 PM

38 My only concern is that my child who is currently enrolled at Queen E, could be sent to a different school if the
boundaries get changed. Also it doesn't seem ideal for all of the current Glen Tay students to be sent to Queen E and
then everyone is packed into that small school like sardines.

12/5/2016 1:23 PM

39 I'm upset Maple Grove will be closing. We live in _________ and going to Drummond will double the time my child
has to spend on the bus. Or I will have to drive to school an hour away.

12/5/2016 1:22 PM

40 I have young children that I had planned on sending to maple grove public school in the next few years. If this school
was to close I would highly consider sending them to the catholic school in the community so my children do NOT
have to send 2 hours or more commuting to school which is ridiculous. No child should be on a bus that long to attend
a school that is SMALLER and in rough shape. Drummond school needs serious work. People need to use their
heads in these situations and think of our kids and their education. I would even consider home schooling which is
again ridiculous.

11/25/2016 2:44 PM
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41 The closure of Glen Tay would be a benifit to me. I live in the area where my child would have recieved a bus to Glen
Tay School, but Perth so goes to Stewart School because we could use there before and after program and I was
driving to and from town every day any ways. How ever I would like to know if there is going to be a possibility, with
the closure of Glen Tay, if there will be a bus to Stewart school going to town. A bus would be benificial since I am no
longer at the same job. I don't want to pull my child out of school or put into french immersion. I know a few other
parents who drive there kids from this way into town to Stewart School every day so I know I would not be alone in
wanting a bus but still keeping my child in Stewart School.

11/25/2016 2:41 PM

42 I understand that some of the smaller schools may need to close. I'm wondering if it was ever considered to make one
school a grade 7 & 8 only. Many people don't like them in the high school scene.

11/24/2016 4:30 PM

43 Dual track for all schools 11/16/2016 9:54 PM

44 All of the larger schools ( Stewart and QE) are already almost at capacity. Portables are known to breed mold and this
could ultimately afffect our children in the future. The best place for our children are in actual buildings. Glen Tay is
already one level, wheelchair accessible ( only small modifications for bathroom use everywhere) and lots of capacity
for children. We also run programs throughout the year, inside and outside the school( after school programs, soccer,
baseball). This is not in the best interest of any students to close any of our wonderful schools, they all fill the need in
the catchment areas in which they are located, do you want children travelling by bus for 2 hours + each day? How
will this help their educational needs?

11/16/2016 5:57 AM

45 I do not agree with closing Maple Grove School. The community of Lanark needs to have a school. 11/14/2016 6:04 AM

46 I understand the need to save money but closing rural schools completely doesn't make sense and adding to already
full schools makes even less sense...

11/12/2016 9:38 PM

47 Making all dual track 11/12/2016 3:49 PM

48 I would like to see all rural schools stay opened. These schools are important not only to the students and staff, but to
the community they surround. Schools are used after hours for youth groups, Scouts, adult recreational sports and
fundraising events for both school and community needs. If the schools close, so too will the ability for children to
access activities which enhance their mental and physical wellbeing. Location is often essential when one lives in a
rural setting - close geographical proximity is key for many parents in order to maximize these opportunities for their
children.

11/10/2016 3:57 PM

49 Points 1 and 2 are favorable and make sense to consolidate the populations and maximize the % Utilisation. 11/9/2016 1:07 PM

50 I have seen over the years that the options to the public have been reduced. For example, if my child lives in Poland
and I want him/her to be in French Immersion, I have to send them all the way to Stewart. If my child lives in Lanark or
Glen Tay, I have to send him/her into Perth to attend school. This has been one of the factors to the reducing numbers
in the rural schools. On top of that, the core/english classes have been phasing out and students with LD and MID are
now in French Immersion classes. This is a problem for the students, the parents and the teachers.

11/7/2016 8:06 PM

51 Port Elmsley recommendations are acceptable. Glen Tay recommendation is acceptable. 11/2/2016 9:09 PM

52 Schools with old infrastructure should be closed and consolidated with more modern schools. But I disagree with
busing children from the Lanark/renfrew county line to drummond. Smaller schools with one teacher for children 6 to
10 and a second teacher for 10 to 14 for rural areas. A traveling special teacher would move around to these small
schools for specialized classes eg. Some one to teach French, music, and art.

10/29/2016 8:20 AM

53 I agree that demand for French Immersion programming has increased steadily in recent years. The result of this has
created a negative impact for smaller, rural schools that don't offer this programming. Enrolment is decreasing in these
schools and children from these areas are being sent to larger centres for French Immersion, creating empty spaces
that could have been filled by children living within the boundaries of their local schools. I also think part of the problem
is that grade 7 and 8 students have been moved to the high schools and this has obviously decreased enrolment in all
of the elementary schools. The proposal to make all schools dual track seems to be what parents are looking for. They
are NOT, however, looking for overcrowded schools beyond capacity to achieve this dual-track goal.I cannot and will
not support a plan for children to be bused further from home to be educated in portable classrooms when they have
been forced to leave a more local, larger school in good condition. How can an overcrowded school enhance their
opportunities for learning and extracurricular activities? Are those not supposed to be the goals of the school board?
The "Building for the Future" plan with visions of new schools in 10 years doesn't take into account that we care about
our kids' education NOW. I think these recommendations are short-sighted and based on finances without taking into
account the most important people: the students. They are the ones that will lose community connections, youth centre
programming, sit on buses for more than two hours a day to be taken to a much smaller, overcrowded school
(Drummond).

10/28/2016 3:02 PM

54 I agree that some schools need to be closed. 10/27/2016 12:38 PM

55 I support the Draft recommendations in that there definitely needs to be school closures. I don't necessarily agree with
their selection of schools to be closed or their consolidation recommendations.

10/25/2016 7:48 PM
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56 While I understand the budgetary need to close some schools I think alternates should be explored to minimize the
closures and I strongly disagree with bringing in dual track schools. In other areas of Ontario the introduction of dual
track schools has proven harmful to the french immersion programs.

10/25/2016 12:01 PM

57 Consolidating Maple Grove and Drummond would create, in my opinion, a vibrant and lively school. The students (MG
and DCS) live in a similar rural environment, and come from similar communities. I greatly support it when students
are able to get the education they need to excel right in their own community. Drummond Centre is an extremely
strong community with terrific community involvement and through this, more opportunities for our students.
Drummond Central has a positive spirit and energy about it, and the school and it's students are greatly supported by
those in the community. Welcoming more students into this environment would be beneficial to them.

10/24/2016 7:43 PM

58 I completely This may put funds in the places they are needed rather than carrying the expense of empty school. 10/24/2016 11:32 AM

59 I hope the board sticks to the boundary rules and forces parents to attend their home school where appropriate. 10/22/2016 7:24 PM

60 We appreciate that the board has to make decisions relating to the cost of providing education but we feel that there
should be as little impact as possible to the children. From what I have read, there will be children leaving closing
schools to enter new schools and then displacing existing students. For older students this would result in 2 significant
moves in short period of time (i.e. change in grade 4 with an additional move for grade 7). We support school closures
if there is an absolute need however feel that there must be a better option than disrupting all If our children are faced
with being displaced from a school that they are established in and in a community that is meeting their needs (in
Perth) then we would have to explore the option of moving to the CDSBEO as we are not prepared to move to a
location outside of Perth. We chose The Stewart School for many reasons, including childcare onsite, proximity to after
school activities (Town of Perth Pool, Library, Community Centre etc), proximity to our place of work, hospital, fire and
police stations etc, all of which cannot be duplicated surrounding the Drummond Central School. As parents we feel
that Drummond Central School is too isolated and would not meet the needs of our family. By far, Drummond Central
school would be our last choice of all the schools in the Perth family of schools and our #1 choice for closure if there
is an absolute need.

10/21/2016 12:59 PM

61 Do as said out in above question. But inforce boundaries no exemptions. These changes will bring school numbers
up and the boundaries need to be followed. No more case per case or just because siblings go to a different school.
There was way to much discussion given at the last school shuffle in Perth.

10/20/2016 10:46 PM

62 #1 and #4 10/20/2016 11:40 AM

63 Well I think this is a good idea because closing down buildings with to many excess spaces can greatly free up budget
space for needed renovations and upgrades on other buildings so I would have to say I support this

10/19/2016 3:50 PM

64 I do agree that changes need to be made with in the feeder group of schools. Correct the boundaries first, students
should be made to go to the designated schools. Make all schools dual track so that this can't be the reason for
someone to send child to a town school. Then check the numbers at all schools. After this if closures need to be
made, select a school that is able to accommodate these numbers, not one that has to have portables added to
accommodate the increase in pupils...

10/19/2016 12:58 PM

65 I agree that we need to look at the schools where there is low attendance. 10/18/2016 11:59 AM

66 Drummond Central School will remain open. 10/16/2016 11:08 AM

67 I believe that it is not feasible to keep mostly empty schools open and that some should be closed 10/16/2016 9:08 AM

68 It is sad truly sad that the board does Not support RURAL schools. The effects of school closures will be felt
negatively by the entire community. It is unfortunate that the UCDSB is not operated with education at the
forefront...the forefront belongs to the bottom line. Yes it is operated as a business but I believe we should begin by
eliminating the excessive upper management and administration. Put the children and education first...not just in a
slogan but walk the talk.

10/15/2016 7:15 AM

69 Close all small community schools. Make all schools French/English. All children will be streamed into a central high
school by age 12 so no need to have small community schools draining money with no tangible outcome

10/14/2016 8:34 PM

70 If there is a need to reduce surplus spots, the Glen Tay closure makes sense. I also agree with the resulting necessary
minor boundary changes to accommodate the movement of students to Queen Elizabeth, Stewart and Drummond
schools

10/14/2016 7:35 PM

71 I feel adequate notice and engagement has been given on these topics. I believe the pendulum has shifted with the
attendance numbers in these feeder schools the effectiveness of our education system becomes questionable. School
isn't just about what is learned in the classroom. It includes, social groups, sports, building character and resilience. I
believe these aspects of our education system are lost in a school where student numbers are so low.

10/14/2016 4:30 PM

72 I agree with North Elmsley closing. 10/14/2016 4:25 PM
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73 Favourable: North Elmsley close, consolidate w. Chimo & Stewart Glen Tay close (consolidation w. other
undetermined schools)

10/14/2016 11:26 AM
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Q49 If you indicated in Q3. that you do not
support the Draft Recommendations, please
use this space to help us understand what

could be done to improve the
recommendations.

Answered: 183 Skipped: 291

# Responses Date

1 My child goes to Drummond and loves it there as it is a family oriented school. We however live in the area which you
are talking about sending to Stewart school. This is so wrong to break up such a family oriented school. The students
all know each other and they all get along there is no bullying at Drummond. If they change takes place I will home
school my child as I refuse to have them go to Stewart school as it is already over packed and with part of North
Elmsley going there will make it that much more packed. I have a friend's child that goes to Stewart and there is a lot
of bullying that goes on there. I will never alow my child to go threw that. Please keep Drummond students all together
as they are all like a family there.

2/7/2017 3:44 PM

2 My child goes to Drummond Central school. I will not send them in to Stewart school if this change is made. I will
home school them first. There isn't many kids in our area that attend drummond so why make them change? When I
told my child they might have to change schools they cried as all their friends at drummond and has learnt so much
there with it being a smaller school. Stewart school already has way to many kids in there class sizes. I love the fact
drummond has smaller class sizes and my child learns so much more than they would at Stewart school.

2/7/2017 3:40 PM

3 We have to save Maple Grove not only is the school central of several schools in the area. The community offers an
arena, library, museum and large baseball Dimond within walking distance of the school for students to enjoy. At a time
where we are trying to build Lanark back up and bring business back shutting down the school and shipping kids
further away would be a huge disadvantage. If Maple Grove school closes I will be pulling all of my kids out of the
ucdsb and enrolling them in the Catholic school board to continue to support Lanark and keep my kids close to home.

2/7/2017 3:16 PM
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4 As a parent who currently has children who attend The Stewart School in the French immersion program I do NOT
support the draft recommendations. If all goes ahead, my one child will be part of the school population who is slated
to have to attended Drummond Centre and leave Stewart, while my other child will stay at Stewart. For starters having
my children split up and in separate schools is not practical for our family. Even if our child is "grandfathered" and
allowed to stay at Stewart (which was allowed with the Stewart School and Queen Elizabeth French immersion
situation), we have more children who will be starting school and they then will be forced to have to go to Drummond!!
At this point, our one child will almost be off to high school so when this happens, we will have children, in multiple
separate schools?!! In this day and age, where families are already dealing with stressful lifestyles, you are adding
that much more stress onto our plates. My children are all in extracurricular sports which involves them to be picked
up from school at the end of the day on occasion, so now, instead of one stop, it will be multiple stops (not to mention,
Dr's appointments, dentist appointments, eye appointments etc...) This will only result in one (if not two) of my children,
in order to make it to appointments on time, will have to be taken out of school early. I currently, purposely book our
appointments for after school hours so my children aren't missing class time. Not to mention, how do you expect us to
attend meet the teacher night, a holiday concert or a sporting event of one of our children and not be able to make it to
the others? Chances of having something on the same night will be very likely and unfortunately we can't be in three
places at once. Are you going to explain to the child who's concert we can't attend, because we are attending their
sibling's at another school, why we can't be in two (or three) places at once? I guess to be fair though, to all of our
kids, none of them will be able to take part in the event if they have something on the same night. These are just
unpractical situations these recommendations will be putting on my family. Now let me get started on the emotional
reasons why I do NOT support the draft recommendations. Having already been through one child having to switch
from Queen Elizabeth and seeing how it affected my child to be split up from their friends and the impact it made on
them to have to restart at a new school, the thought of having to go through this all over again, maddens me and on so
many levels. My other child also was in a situation where their class was spilt up after a month into the school year
because of size issues. After just adjusting to transitioning into school they were put into a new class, with new
classmates and a new teacher. We were at the point where we almost pulled them out of school and thought of home
schooling because of the impact it had on them. The thought of my child having to switch schools and be put in a new
school away from siblings and friends, terrifies me on how they will handle the situation. They are currently excelling at
school and knowing my child, if they are forced by your proposed draft recommendations and has to change schools, it
will be a huge impact on them. I fear it will resurface the days of crying the night before school for hours and not
wanting to go to school. My child loves Stewart School and the teachers and fellow classmates. How fair is it, that they
would have to leave their friends and the school they love behind so you can have room for students from a school
you want to close? It makes no sense is not fair in the least. Not to mention, Stewart would be below capacity at the
beginning and Drummond would be above capacity?? Don't even get me started on wanting to put young children into
portables!! We live in Canada and speaking from experience of my days of having classes in portables, we froze!! The
more I write the more it angers me that the appropriate personal have put no thought into how this is going to affect
the students and our families??!! If these proposed draft recommendations do go ahead, our children will be in
overpopulated schools with large class sizes and our teachers will have less time with individual students. Then there
will also be transportation increases so even though the board will save money from funding under-utilized schools,
and less teachers, it will spend on higher transportation, and our children will suffer because the schools will all be
packed full. The thing that saddens me the most with all of this will be how families will be torn apart with the younger
siblings relocated and while their older ones will be left behind, children will be forced to leave their friends and
teachers some of which they have had for the last 3-4 years....and who knows what will happen to the teachers. I'm
not the type of person who normally complains. I normally go with the flow and embrace change but for once, I am
not going to sit back and be silent and watch the schoolboard tare apart our families and school communities. In this
day and age our children are being forced to grow up way too fast and hate the thought of the huge negative impact
the draft recommendation will have on our children if it goes ahead. So to whom ever this concerns, step back and
listen to your parents and hear us as we tell you, we DO NOT support the Draft Recommendations. For once, find it in
your hearts and do what is best for our children!!

2/7/2017 3:15 PM

5 I do not support the draft recommendation at all. The kids that are in The Stewart and Queen Elizabeth are all ready
settled in there schools. You tell parents not to uproot children to leave them where they are settled but it is okay for
the school board to do that. The parents are the ones that are living threw this nightmare and moving kids is going to
be Just that A NIGHTMARE. You are suggesting to put students into a school ( i.e. Drummond Center) that has been
known to flood on numerous occasions, and has had reports of mold and for your pocket book you are willing to put
children into a situation that could make them very sick. Put all the kids from Drummond center into Port Elmsley
school it is big enough to hold them all. Instead of closing three close two. Then you could put all the students from
the other two Glen Tay and Maple grove into a school of your choice. Please do not uproot the kids that are in the
schools not intended for closing you are uprooting enough kids by closing the suggested schools and all you are going
to do is uproot the kids that are settled. Your splitting families up. How can a single parent be able to keep up with
kids in multiple schools. That's multiple parent teacher meetings, multiple different fundraisers, multiple different sport
and all in multiple different schools. This is not a decision to be made lightly I know this but just because these schools
are not in a major town don't mean they don't deserve to stay open. How would your families like to be split or
uprooted from what they have known, I am sure you are shaking your head and saying there is no way. Well we as
parents are saying NO Way. Stop this. Children need stability and the school board is trying to take that stability away
from them. Please DONT CLOSE THE SCHOOLS. Leave the children alone

2/7/2017 3:12 PM
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6 We need not to put our children into portables just because they want to remove a school! Our children should not
have to suffer when perfectly good schools are available. As a Glen Tay parent I do not wish to see my child crammed
into a classroom where they might not get the education they deserve. I also don't think it is fair to the children that
struggle with learning to be out in this situation. I was driving past a bigger Perth school and my child noticed all the
buses and said do all those buses pick up kids at that school? I replied Yes! My child said I don't want to go to a
school with that many kids. This coming from an young child that is very easy going and adapts well! Rural schools
should not be shoved to the side! It is just like taking someone's beliefs away from them, we believe in rural schools
and our community making our children the grown ups we want them to be.

2/7/2017 3:08 PM

7 Email Received: My child is in elementary school. Our family has gone from QES, to TSS, back to QES and back to
TSS. With the changes recently. Now my child is required to go back to QES to finish elementary school. I'm not
happy. It's bizarre to me that we would drive by TSS to get to QES and others from North Elmsley would cross by QES
to get to TSS. Should the boundaries not take that into account? But, as silly as it is to do this, we will do it...but I
would expect that there needs to be some flexibility for the principles to accommodate students.

2/7/2017 3:07 PM

8 What concerns me is that my child who has attended Queen E school since JK is potentially going to be sent to
Stewart School next year, after making friends and getting established at Queen E. We live in one area, but my child
gets on and off the bus at the babysitter's, so do these changes mean my child can keep going to Queen E? Or will
we have to switch over to Stewart?

2/2/2017 4:43 PM

9 Letter received: We represent a network of more than 40 child and youth serving organizations in Lanark County. Our
role is to plan for the best possible outcomes for children, youth and families in Lanark County and the Town of Smiths
Falls. We are supported in this work by the government. It is our belief that children thrive when they live, learn and
play in their home community. To remove children from their communities for the majority of the day, and to bus them
away from their supports and natural connections, is a hardship that, in the best interest of children, should be avoided.
Even with the best of intentions you can imagine the stress and confusion this could create for many children; The 6
year old child that struggles with anxiety, the 7 year old who is now being bullied for 75 minutes twice a day on the
bus, the 12 year old who can no longer help her father on the farm, or the 8 year old who comes down sick during the
school day and has no way of being retrieved by his parents. Police services are worried about the safety and security
of children placed in portables outside of secured school buildings, and our family safety partners are concerned about
the risk of increased violence that could occur when this added stress is introduced. There are also concerns related to
the removal of after-school programs, impacts on the family farm when chores can no longer be shared, and the
added stress and anxiety that will be created for our kids. In fact, each of our members are worried about the negative
impact school closures will have in rural Lanark County. We work hard to build relationships of trust between partners
and recognize how challenging it is. We know the process in which you are required to engage by the UCDSB, is
destructive as it pits communities, schools, parents and students against each other. What are the acceptable
alternatives that the Board might consider? We remain committed to alternate options that respond to the budget
realities with creative solutions. We encourage you to advocate to slow down the accommodation review process, and
to consider a “family of schools” approach. If the Board engages communities to explore local opportunities, including
co-locating with co-terminus boards, shared space with community partners and vibrant community hubs, then we
create our future together. We ask you to consider and remain vigilant in your efforts to ensure the value of rural
education, rural life and rural priorities are central in your decision making process. We wish you courage and strength
as you defend your principles, your schools, your communities and your children, and we thank you for taking on this
challenging task.

2/2/2017 4:37 PM

10 i did a attend Maple Grove PS as a student. I also know what wjat a long bus ride is like. Its not fun in early mornings
every day. My bus ride is roughly 1 hour 15 minutes from Mcdonalds Corners to Perth. As a high school student this is
a very long bus ride and it would be even longer for little kindergarten children. The issue of those children in the
morning for such long bus rides is the bus driver, becomes bery hard on them to deal with them for such lomg time,
again not fair. This is a school that is needed in lanark, if they loose this school it will be a dramatic change. KEEP
MAPLE GROVE OPEN!!!!!!

2/1/2017 7:06 PM

11 I am a parent of a Maple Grove student and I cannot support a plan that would have Drummond School beyond its
capacity in the first year of implementation. It would require up to six portables to accommodate both Drummond and
Maple Grove kids, with the school board hoping that the numbers would be at 175% capacity by 2024 to obtain
funding for a new school. How can this possibly benefit all of these kids from both schools now? How can an
overcrowded school enhance their opportunities for learning and extracurricular activities? Are those not supposed to
be the goals of the school board? The "Building for the Future" plan with visions of new schools in 10 years doesn't
take into account that we care about our kids' education NOW.

2/1/2017 6:59 PM
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12 If Maple Grove is closed the proposed feed group arrangement will be implemented, and Drummond will be over
capacity at 148% of utilization beginning in school year 2018-19. This will require expensive upgrades such as
portables and septic systems. Maple Grove school is within walking distance to the arena, baseball diamond, the
Youth Centre and the library. All of these facilities are used during the school year and access would be lost.
Community utilization of Maple Grove (outside normal student use) is 321 extra hours every year. Healthy Active Kids
is organized by the North Lanark Community Health Centre. They meet in the school twice a week for two hours each
time. This is valuable social learning time for pre-JK aged children. They average between 20 and 38 people per
session and use an entire classroom in the school. The North Lanark Community Health Centre organizes the Healthy
Active Kids program that runs from 3:30- 5:30 pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays throughout the school year. The
Lanark Highlands Youth Centre has the gym booked from 3:30 – 5:30 pm on Thursdays, but does not always have
students attending every week. The Lanark Civitan books the gym every year to allow the children to visit with Santa
after the annual Santa Claus parade. Maple Grove is an integral part of the community. The school uses the Civitan
Hall for fundraisers; annually these fundraisers raise almost $2,000 for additional school events. Last year, Maple
Grove fundraising sent almost $1000 to the Fort McMurray relief. If Maple Grove closes, the Lanark Highland Youth
Centre will lose 25% of its funding. Maple Grove is the furthest from Perth and would inconvenience the student
population the most. Some children are already on the bus for over 110kms a day, Maple Grove students have the
longest bus rides of any school in the Perth feeder area. Moving these students to Dummond will dramatically
increase this bus ride length again. At least four additional buses will be required at an additional cost of $220,000.
Maple Grove hosts the Jungle Sport Climbing gym for both Maple Grove and Sacred Heart students.

2/1/2017 6:59 PM

13 Work with the Separate board. Maple Grove and Sacred Heart should share a facility this is a must. The Separte board
and the public board must work together to ensure only one bus per road. School times must be co-ordinated. North
Elmsley school is in great shape and should be kept open. Give the municipalities and the community a chance to
come up with a plan to keep the schools occupied.

2/1/2017 6:10 PM

14 Here is a link to our on-line petition to Save Maple Grove PS. Please take the time to read all the reasons people want
to keep our AMAZING school open. https://www.change.org/p/autumn-cameron-save-maple-grove-school?
recruiter=72825975&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink

2/1/2017 5:33 PM

15 I have a child that attends Glen Tay & we just love that school & the staff. We recently bought our home in the Glen
Tay school area just so our child could continue education there. We have a growing family & we wanted them to go
there as well.

2/1/2017 2:03 PM

16 Each month from September to June our Ready2Read folks visit Glen Tay P.S. to pack books provided by our CFUW
club to promote literacy and encourage education. Over time our observation has been that this is an efficient school
with dedicated staff providing an excellent learning environment. Over the past few years we have seen grades 7&8
moved to town, students move to French Immersion or after school programs, and empty rooms becoming available
for various activities. Today I noted cheerful voices as I travelled the halls. Warmth and friendly faces were our
greetings. Messages of values and caring are to be found along with creative endeavours decorating the walls. This is
clearly a busy learning environment. As I paused by the office bulletin board I observed a message of request for
support to keep Glen Tay open. In a follow-up conversation I obtained an email address
buildingforthefuture@ucdsb.on.ca With 3 local schools facing potential closing I know that all the families, children,
parents, community members and school staff need the same support with the loss of their schools. No easy choices
but perhaps the motto of Perth, Make Haste Slowly, should be a watchword. Can creative minds and an attentive
Provincial Government find better solutions to the rule of the bottom line. If not- -communities will suffer in many ways,
-children already having long bus rides will be going farther, -families will hesitate to settle in an area without a school,
People have been elegant in their words to describe their concerns. I remember when the McDonald’s Corners one
room school closed and my younger sibling took a bus 12 miles to Lanark. I remember the many teachers who left
those one room schools for the beautiful new schools with gyms and co-workers and many advantages in learning
opportunities. I am not at all convinced that the task before the board today is progress. I would hope caring people
will listen and perhaps find some way to hear the concerns being voiced and, in hearing work for better solutions.”

2/1/2017 2:00 PM

17 If any closures have to be made to our schools, (which is sad in all aspects) I would prefer to have maple grove come
to Glen Tay, and to keep the kids of of the "town limits". I have two young children and I do not like the idea of sending
them into Perth to go to school. I want them in the country and in out own community.

1/31/2017 9:40 PM

18 Maple Grove school should not be closed. French immersion should be offered at Maple Grove. This would pull local
students who currently attend Perth schools back to their community. Maple Grove is a large school that can
accommodate more students. Drummond is a smaller school that cannot accommodate more students. Packing
students into portables to make the school over capacity in order to get more funding is simply treating our children as
pawns.

1/31/2017 9:26 PM
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19 First of all, which is outside the control of the board, the provincial government needs to change its funding formula,
which unduly impacts rural schools as they tend to have lower enrolment than their urban counterparts. In terms of the
recommendations, board staff need to think more outside the box. Since rural schools are a social and cultural hub of
the communities in which they are located and their loss impacts the communities socially and economically,
consideration should be given to suggestions put forward to fill up empty school space with community organizations
who have offered to lease the space.

1/31/2017 7:41 PM

20 An extensive audit, review and complete overhaul of the UCDSB's financials is needed. Responsible and transparent
management of funds needs to take place as our tax dollars are very much misspent and wasted. Once this is done,
money can be properly allocated to each school without closing any but perhaps with certain conditions to receiving
financial benefits...ei. each school must present the board with a sort of "business plan" and plan of action in order to
ensure 2 things...1. financial aid 2. That ALL available rooms be used for education or community purposes, therefore
eliminating unused space as well as becoming more of a community environment, as the saying goes "it takes a
community to raise a child".

1/31/2017 7:15 PM

21 Leave my children's school alone.. Bring the French Immersion back and dual track them back in our community.. I do
not want children leaving a school to go into portables, and be in an overcrowded school in the urban area.

1/31/2017 7:07 PM

22 Why not amalgamate the rural schools to one rural school? The Stewart School and Queen Elizabeth School are
already over populated. What are we doing to our future? Longer is rides equates to children being tired which equates
to lack of attention. Why aren't we thinking of these poor kids?

1/31/2017 6:58 PM

23 The timing is frustrating as students have already been shifted recently to balance Queen Elizabeth and Stewart
schools. I hope there will be consideration given to students to stay where they are currently attending as the new
boundaries are phased in.

1/31/2017 6:36 PM

24 My recommendation is that the schools remain open for a minimum 5 years. That is a respectable and realistic time
frame for such a dramatic and quite frankly traumatic change. The time frame given is unrealistic and Disrespectful to
the children and their families and communities. The amount of stress this has caused families is cruel. Cutting back
positions at the board level would save money. Perhaps an audit to see where the waste is or where some of the
higher 6 figure wage positions overlap and combine positions. A similar audit was recently done for the Ontario
hospitals. Do not close these schools...to do so is working backwards not looking forward. You have parents that have
devoted hours and hours and hours of their time devoted to trying to save their schools. Time away from their family
and still trying to work and run their households and using their own money and resources.....many that cannot afford
any extra at all...but have done so because they love their kids and their school. I hope beyond hope all this work is
not done in vain.

1/31/2017 4:26 PM

25 Overcrowding of classrooms will occur with these amalgamations and classes will be larger. Students won't receive
the quality education that I know that they are receiving now.

1/31/2017 3:31 PM

26 As a tax payer, why would I support the expensive expansion of 1 school when there is a school, 15 km away, that
could house the students already? Your report said Glen Tay's FCI (whatever that is) was too high but you opted to
keep Queen Elizabeth open when it's FCI is higher. How does this make sense? Keeping Queen Elizabeth open
when it will cost more to upgrade, isn't big enough to accomodate your proposed plan and likely has a high resale
value given it's location near an industrial park seems ridiculous. More than 505 of the population of the town in 2011
were over the age of 45. There are more aged 85+ than 5-9 year olds. Does it really need 3 elementary schools (2
public and 1 catholic)? From what I understand, most of the students from Queen E are bused in from outside of town
which really makes it a waste of money.

1/31/2017 3:21 PM

27 Take the time to have the schools add community hubs to their facilities and work out new strategies. Have the school
board make cut backs in areas like EQAO testing (a waste of time and a lot of money). keep money invested in rural
schools. bus kids from the crowded town schools to the rural schools.

1/31/2017 2:48 PM

28 I do not support the idea of the school closures. I personally think the school board needs to stop and think about the
kids . They are not thinking about the kids and how it will impact them . I also have a special needs children's that will
be effective by this as well.

1/31/2017 2:00 PM

29 Do not close rural schools. They are apart of the community and have become family to the children and parents of
these schools. Our children are happy and safe.

1/31/2017 1:55 PM

30 Put the schools on an even playing field. For nearly ten years now, programming (e.g., French immersion, before/after
school care) has been funnelled towards the urban schools at the expense of the rural schools. While this is a bit of a
chicken-and-egg situation, parents see the urban schools as offering a "better" learning experience for their children. In
fact, some Board advertising even presents it this way, although they do not explicitly say that. However, if the Board
says that XYZ progamming provides the best options for your child's future, and XYZ progamming is only available at
the urban schools, well, what do you expect. In short, the Board has made a slow, conscious effort to create a
situation where it appears that rural schools are no longer a viable option. These schools are the centres of active,
rural communities, where neighbours come together and children can form friendships with children who live nearby.
Busing everyone to town means that these important relationships will suffer.

1/31/2017 1:31 PM

17 / 52

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



31 Just leave the school alone. Our kids are happy where they are. Don't mess with the schools 1/31/2017 1:24 PM

32 Leave our school alone. My kids are doing wonderful in their school, they are happy and love it and we do too. Leave
Glen Tay school alone. We absolutely do not want our kids attending a French immersion school, we do not agree
with French education at all.

1/31/2017 1:05 PM

33 Look at a map, the proposed boundaries are crazy. Glen Tay kids cross town and pass Stewart to go to QE. NEPS
kids cross town and pass QE to go to Stewart. Drummond is way down in the corner of the new boundary and not
convenient at all for daycare or picking up the kids. Make boundaries that actually make sense. The old boundaries are
based on a 6 school model. With only 3 schools they make no sense at all. Build a new school north of Perth in a
place that makes sense and don't crowd our kids into a small school with a bunch of portables in a bad location.

1/31/2017 10:25 AM

34 I am a parent of a Glen Tay PS student. first off closing Glen Tay is a huge mistake. The idea to move students to QU
is outrageous. That "in town" school is already near capacity and will not only not hold all our students but will be the
cause of 100's of students being "lost in the system" and not given the opportunity to thrive once they are just another
number. The children's education and wellbeing should be the utmost importance. This alone should be sending a
HUGE warning sign that this is a horrible idea. My second pet peeve is that you are keeping Drummond open and
considering closing Glen Tay?! That makes no sense. Not only is GT in better condition and a better school but it is
also WHEELCHAIR accessible which Drummond is NOT. We are a community hub, the first school to test the smart
boards. A family. My child has excelled beyond expectation and is flourishing. This is all because of the care, love and
attention given from the staff of GT, I fear my child will become a number and not have the chance to thrive and do so
well in an over populated school. Please reconsider closing Glen Tay. There must be another option that will save our
rural gem. Glen Tay is a family, a community and is willing to welcome other outlying region students that want to keep
rural education in the country. It would be a shame to close such an amazing school. Please save our school!

1/30/2017 11:43 PM

35 It is one thing to consolidate glen tay with Queen Elizabeth, at least they are both relatively close to the Perth
Community. But to bus Maple Grove students to Drummond seems like it will have a more negative impact on the
small community. The population is already decreasing but with taking away their only school you may lose some
families altogether and you lose the advantage for any prospective families looking at properties. They just lost their
bank. It just seems unfair to the families that live outside of Lanark too and already had a commute to school now it is
going to be even longer. I would hate to see Lanark Village become a ghost town. I am well aware of the empty rooms
though.

1/30/2017 11:37 PM

36 I do not support the recommendations because Queen Elizabeth, Drummond and Chimo do not have space in their
current buildings to accommodate an influx of the number of students that is suggested without adding on to the
existing building or bringing in portables (neither of which is a great option as it means that the Board will incur a lot of
extra cost). Also, Drummond is not an accessible school in its current form. There are stairs to access both levels.

1/26/2017 11:48 AM

37 Will Drastically Effect the Community Children will not get the proper attention that they deserve Children will have
longer commutes to school Parents will have a harder time with finding child care in their areas for before and after
school These smaller schools are more like a family then just a school

1/25/2017 8:58 PM

38 I live in Lanark. My primary-age children attend The Stewart School solely for French Immersion. I have found it hard
on them, they spend between 1.5 & 2 hrs/day on the bus, plus homework. Yes at young ages such as theirs, there is
much, but its every night. They have just spent 6 hours at school, upwards of 2 hours on the bus, then there's dinner &
bath ontop of homework. They have no time to be kids. I would have loved for my children to attend Maple Grove, as i
did. For them to be able to walk to school, as i did. But as a student, the transition to french immersion in grade 5, was
hard, for me anyways.

1/25/2017 5:50 PM

39 Maybe you could introduce french immersion into all the school's that you are thinking about closing will have a
greater population. The children that are going to the Perth schools now because of french immersion will be going
back to their home schools. Whatever the decision is you have to take into account the length of time these children
will be on the bus. My kids already travel for close to an hour on the bus so I can't imagine how long it will take when
they are going to a school that is farther away. I also don't believe that operating the schools at over 100% capacity is
acceptable either. When my child was at QES and it had 2 portables there were so many things they lost out on
because the gym isn't large enough to accommodate all the kids and parents.

1/25/2017 5:38 PM

40 There is no reason to close maple grove it's a great school. My mom went there I went there and know my child goes
there, there is a lot of memories and a ton of generations. Just fix what needs to be fixed and KEEP MAPLE GROVE
ALIVE

1/25/2017 5:34 PM

41 Bring French immersion to maple grove school 1/24/2017 11:22 AM

42 There was a time when my children attended Maple Grove School. They were already on the school bus for approx
30 minutes each way to school every day. I would not like any child to have to be transported any further to school!
Also, schools are a major component to any community, please do not close our school!

1/24/2017 11:14 AM

43 Keep them open 1/24/2017 9:07 AM
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44 I do not support the closure of Maple Grove PS. I have spoken to a number of parents of children that that go to MG
and they will not be sending their children to Drummond Center if MG closes. They (myself included) will be keeping
their children in the Village and sending them to Sacred Heart. What is the UCSB going to do when they lose
anywhere from 50%-75% (or more, depending on how many French Immersion kids have to switch to Drummond and
parents decide to either take their children out of the program to keep them in Lanark or send them the St. John's to
keep them in Perth) of the students that attend MG to the Separate Board? That's a lot of money the UCSB is going to
lose out on, not to mention the cost of busing for those few students that decide to go to Drummond (like from Flower
Station, McDonalds Corners, Hopetown and White Lake area) and the outrageous amount of time those poor kids will
be on the bus. It make no sense to close MG. Of the 3 schools Maple Grove makes the least sense. It is within walking
distance of the Library, The Youth Centre, the Arena etc. We are affiliated with the North Lanark Community Health
Centre and have after school programs ran by them. Children's Resources On Wheels (CROW) runs a very successful
play group 2 days a week in the school. Given time the community of Lanark can come together and utilize the unused
space at the school and releve some of the financial burden having empty classrooms has on the UCSB. Maple Grove
is an amazing school!!! Give us a chance to show you

1/24/2017 8:12 AM

45 These schools are where people have grown up, if a school is closed, children will have to be bused extra hours to a
new school, they might not be with their peers, it disrupts a childs whole life when something like that is done. I know
because it happened to me at my old school, it was the worst thing ever, not a single parent nor student was happy
about it.

1/23/2017 10:38 AM

46 Please keep the schools open, as they serve families in smaller communities. The children will have to travel farther
distances and they are already tired and stressed.

1/23/2017 10:16 AM

47 I don't believe the solution to better schooling for our children lies in the closing of community based education.
Increased busing has its own set of problems - which will only increase going forward: costs, greenhouse gas
emissions, ineffective use of student/children's time, etc. I would rather see that funding go towards keeping smaller
schools open, closer to where children live. Ample evidence exists to show that smaller, community based schools
provide a superior education to busing to larger centers - especially when factors such as portable classrooms are
added to the mix. Let's make quality education a priority NOT meeting budgets in ways that handcuff us going forward.

1/22/2017 5:13 PM

48 Firstly, the closure of any school is to the serious detriment of any community. In this way we see ever more " death of
the small town" scenarios. Simply, we need our rural areas strong so that our area farmers can keep feeding us.
Removing resources like schools from those areas means we lose rural dwellers, overcrowd towns and cities and
make a serious negative impact on farming as well as all other rural based professions. Despite the need to cut the
budget, It is imperative that before any recommendations are made, a thorough student by student analysis of who
would want to study in EFI (Queen Elizabeth is a French Immersion only school despite the error in the draft report),
CORE or DUAL STREAM models must be made in order that the decisions are made both democratically and in
keeping with the reality. In this way, the fall out is greatly reduced and we won't have to scramble to fix more problems
with overcrowding or under capacity issues later. It goes without saying, that paramount is the effect on children. The
draft does not address mitigation strategies for this. Simply, this is much more than a numbers game.

1/20/2017 1:53 PM

49 Leave the Maple Grove School open. 1/20/2017 10:54 AM
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50 Letter Received: Numbers. It comes down to numbers. Dollar signs, pupil spaces and numbers. I get it. I do. But at
some point, you need to decide how much you are willing to sacrifice to save money. There is a human element that
should diligently consider before making such monumental decisions. My family is one which will be gravely affected
by the closure of North Elmsley Public School. I want you to know that. I want you to understand the impact that your
choices will have on my children’s lives. My child is in Grade X. For the last years, my children have ridden the bus
approximately 2.5 hours each day in order to get to Chimo, our closest French immersion school. That may be just a
number to you, but please think about how much time that is in a child’s waking day. Picture my child, on most days,
curled up and asleep in the bus seat when arriving home from school. If my child hadn’t slept, then we were greeted
with a cranky, exhausted child. This arduous journey became part of their school day routine and they did adapt. But
at what cost? My child did not adjust to French immersion. My child is not a strong language learner and was showing
signs of anxiety and mental fatigue that were apparent to both teachers and family; daily work was not reflecting true
potential. We made the difficult decision to transfer to North Elmsley Public School during the year, knowing of the
potential fate of this well-reputed country school. In the short time at North Elmsley, my child has thrived. now excited
to tell us about the school day and clearly receives personal attention and positive feedback daily. I know we made
the correct choice for our child. The idea of returning to a 2.5 hour commute into an even more over-populated school
is unthinkable. Please consider my child and the hundreds of other ‘country kids’ when you make your decision.
Numbers are important. But so is the quality of education and ease of access you are able to provide for students in
our board. Are you truly willing to sacrifice quality rural schools in our board and compromise the standard of
education that has been established over generations? Please save North Elmsley School. What does it mean to really
be a part of a school community? I ask this because my other child has been educated in what I now consider to be
an overpopulated school for years and I feel that a sense of belonging is becoming increasingly compromised for a
number of reasons. My chld's class has been educated in a portable for a number of years and I fear the proposed
school closures, specifically of North Elmsley Public School, will only perpetuate this situation. They will likely continue
to be ‘housed’ in one of many, many portables built at Smiths Falls District Collegiate Institute for years to come. When
will my child again have the opportunity to learn and grow in one cohesive building with peers rather than be educated
in an isolated and impersonal temporary structure? The other issue with learning in an overpopulated school is the
reality of decreasing personal attention that comes with an increased workload for staff. Overall, my child has enjoyed
the experience at Chimo. However, lately it seems like there is less personal time devoted to each student, as classes
become larger and mixed immersion and core classes require even further differentiation and attention. Students feel
that thier teachers are often overwhelmed with the needs or classes and the pleasure always taken in going to school
is currently gone. This is not neglectful behaviour by the staff, but overpopulation and increasing class sizes are a
reality now, and will be only that much more of an issue if closures occur. Please reconsider the proposed closure
North Elmsley Public School and subsequent relocating of students from Chimo to the already overpopulated high
school! My children are only some of many students who will be affected by your decisions. Our nearby, rural schools
will again flourish when dual-track learning becomes available at these locations. Overpopulation will no longer be an
issue. You could help to restore that sense of community and positive learning environment that most of us
experienced in elementary school to our local schools. My children are more than just a number. Thank you for your
time and consideration.

1/20/2017 10:03 AM

51 The schools will need to under go some construction and might be harder for children to get to the schools. 1/20/2017 9:22 AM

52 I think that Maple Grove school is beneficial to the needs of the community.This school helps feed children that come
from lower economic homes with their food program.I think that the children would feel out of place moving to a new
school, away from their community.I think that you should reconsider this closure.

1/20/2017 8:07 AM

53 I feel that this decision has solely been based on funding - has any consideration been made towards the children's
social and emotional development and how change this might impact them? This is a prime example of
Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Theory and the Exosystem creating distress on the children. He focused on the
interactions between the individual and the various social systems in order to determine how these interactions affect
the growth and development of the individuals. The school-aged child is at a critical point in their development of social
and emotional skills, removing them from their setting and disrupting their natural routine could negatively impact many
children within the community.

1/19/2017 8:22 PM

54 Schools should not be shut down 1/19/2017 2:34 PM

55 I believe that maple grove is a good asset to the community and do not believe in the closing of maple grove. Many
students benefit from the programs that this school has to offer and the staff do an excellent job implementing it
including providing additional food for low income families. This school should stay open for children who are already
travelling far distances to go to school and would have to travel even further to attend another school which could
cause a negative affect on the education of certain students. Every student has the right to a proper education and
regardless of aspects that are uncontrollable by the children they still deserve to go to a school that accommodates
their needs. Unfortunately, families having to find ways to accommodate for their child changing schools may be very
difficult.

1/19/2017 1:21 PM

56 I am thinking of the distance between Lanark and Drummond. How will this affect the children being bussed back and
forth? Did the committee take into account that some of these children are already being bussed a great distance to
attend Maple Grove school?

1/19/2017 12:33 PM
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57 Be realistic about the actual seats available and the long bus rides these students will be experiencing. Queen
Elizabeth is far from our house and already full of portables. How is shoving another 400 students into a school that is
already small a healthy educational environment?

1/13/2017 3:08 PM

58 Change your decision to close Glen Tay Public school. There are 2 other schools being considered to close as well.
These two other schools could amalgamate and be re zoned and happily welcomed to the Glen Tay family with open
arms.

1/13/2017 12:27 PM

59 Keep Glen Tay School open as it has more going it than some other schools.Lots of space; out door rink used by
many in the township, short distance to Perth for emergency services.

1/13/2017 11:04 AM

60 As I said above the kids should not have to go thru all of this stress and not understanding what actually is going on!!!
They are small they are comfortable and if you go and start moving them and taking hem away from what they know
and what they have come to love that is aweful!!!! They have enough stress with school they don't need more in their
little minds!!!!

1/12/2017 8:09 PM

61 I do not support the boundries for DCS. My children are barely out of going to drummond as they both attend there
now. Maybe grandfather in some of the kids there now.

1/11/2017 10:39 AM

62 I am a mom. Our family has now been apart of major moves since our children have been attending school. The first
move was the french immersion program being offered in Perth at Queen Elizabeth public school, when my eldest
child moved from Maple Grove in Lanark to Queen Elizabeth to be in the early french immersion program. This move
did impact our family to some degree because my child had to make all new friends, many neighbor friends stayed
back at Maple Grove. But, it was less of a challenge because they were young, and had no other siblings involved.
Out child attended Queen Elizabeth until grade X and has now moved on. The next move impacted our family
tremendously. We have children at the time in Queen Elizabeth School, when it was decided that the school's
population was too big, and our family was told we would have to move our younger children to The Stewart School
because busing would no longer be available to Queen Elizabeth, not all the way up to grade 6 anyway. Our children
were split apart, 1 staying being than the cut-off, and the others leaving...except the school did NOT enforce that
everyone over the boundary line move...there were many exceptions made, and so my child left every single friend
made and went to The Stewart School, to be in the french immersion program with only 1 other child the same age!
was incredibly lonely, alienated, and hated school for well over a year. was depressed, and it was a horrible
experience for all of us. It took 2 years to adjust to this transition, and it was something I do not wish to repeat! Our
other child adjusted reasonably well, as many friends moved as well. But, it was hard for the children to be away from
their sibling, it divided them up, and affected their familiar bond. Now I have all children in The Stewart School and
now I am extremely angry that our children will be torn apart again! Half will have to stay and half will have to go. I
think this is beyond ridiculous. I am extremely concerned for my second youngest who has finally made a really good
group of friends, and has finally gotten over the anxieties of going to school, now only to be moved, and torn away from
older siblings needed for support. My one child, is a young child and will deeply miss the support of older siblings, 1 of
which is constantly helping out the primary classes, and loves seeing little siblings in school. They will not be on the
same bus if this happens, they won't be at the same school - I will have kids at 3 different schools, how am I supposed
to arrange picking them up after school???? I am so disappointed in the people who are planning this. For the life of
me I cannot understand why the emotional well-being of the children and families of those affected are not being
considered!!? Why on earth can you not implement this in a step-by-step process starting in JK so you DON'T
AFFECT the children already settled in their schools??? Why invest in all the money and time to figure our how it will
impact busing, and schools, etc, and bother and uproot all of these children when you have the option (but I didn't read
it in your plans,) to implement a more gradual change starting with all NEW ENROLLMENTS!? It leads parents and
children feeling like you don't care about their well-being, you see a problem, and you put some ideas of how to fix it
down, but at the cost of the kids! They deserve SECURITY, and STABILITY - in knowing that they won't have to move
schools, change buses and make all new friends, and meet all new teachers, when it is NOT at all necessary! I'm
disappointed that the option of a slower integration, a more gradual change is not being considered! Even adults don't
like to be pulled from 1 work place, and thrown across town into another with all new people, all new people leading
them, and without being given any consideration. The kids are what matter here...not the problem you see in front of
you, at the end of the day the kids come first before anything else. Can you not find a way to tousle them all around
like they don't warrant your concern? I know my child who was depressed for 1.5 years would have loved for you to
consider another option! I know our family doesn't want to be torn apart again..our kids deserve the right to be with
their siblings...and I know as a mom I question you all who are taking part in making these decisions - WHY are the
kids emotional well-beings not being taken into account???

1/11/2017 10:34 AM

63 Having been directly involved and impacted with boundary changes (March 2014) my children were required to move
to an alternate school. It was a difficult time for my children and continues to impact them both socially and
academically. I feel strongly that children and siblings should be grandfathered and should be able to continue to
attend the school they are at. As for the potential school closures, I think you need to take a good look at social
demographics and community impact of closing such a school as Maple Grove in Lanark Village. You also need to
look at accessibility and accommodation in rural school environments.

1/11/2017 10:29 AM
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64 My children attend stewart school. I do not wish to have my childrenren uprooted to queen Elizabeth, we choose
stewart as our school because it was what we wanted in a school, my children have made friends and to disturb there
routine and life when young is just unfair. My kids love there school the teachers and it's like a second family for us,
my child has special needs and is just getting comfortable now I couldn't imagine going to another school and having
to get to know ppl all over again.... This is outrageous!!!!! If you need to close school have all students transfer, but
don't ask kids who have been there before them to leave just because of a boundary, it's our right to choose the
school I'm witch our children attend.

1/11/2017 10:19 AM

65 I don't believe that busing our students ( who are already on the bus for long periods) all the way to Perth is beneficial.
Drummond school is very isolated and too small to accommodate the students from this area. Would it not be better to
ship Drummond students who live closer to lanark to our school and those that live closer to Perth to those schools?

1/11/2017 10:14 AM

66 Our children started this year and we pained ourselves in deciding where to start them. We live closer to Drummond
Central school but chose Stewart school for a number of reasons including accessible daycare at the school, French
immersion programming, newer facilities and a greater choice of options for both academic and extra curricular options
given the size of the school. Stewart school also had better historical academic performance ratings. The principal
was more experienced and confident in terms of what the school could offer. A big part of our difficulty in deciding is
that our children were younger when they started. We wanted to ensure as seamless a transition as possible. Having
daycare right at the school that worked with our families varied schedule is imperitative to us. I wasn't able to secure
any appropriate daycare so that the children could attend Drummond CS. My husband works shift work and I work full
time days - so we need reliable and flexible daycare.

1/11/2017 10:13 AM

67 Closing a bunch of schools and then putting young children in portables is not a solution. If this becomes the case i will
pull my child and home school them and do everything in my power to encourage others to do the same. It may not
say in this survey that portables would be necessary but the number of kids that would be added to these schools is
enough that they would be necessary. Why not keep an extra school open instead of overcrowding the schools you
have chosen to keep open already. Does anyone there think?

1/11/2017 10:08 AM

68 This draft seems like a good way to kill off some small communities. Not sure why everyone thinks moving to the city
is the best option. Also don't understand abondoning buildings and then building portables at schools in town. I also
don't understand why you would split up families by making them go to different schools In our situation our child
started at Queen Elizabeth and got moved to Stewart and now you plan on moving them again. My other child is
staring grade X and should be going to Stewart with their sibling. According to the plan they should be going to
Drummond. Not sure how it makes any sense to send two buses to the same address everyday and go to two different
schools. There is obviously no concern for the kids or families time or well being. Most families are concerned that our
concerns and alternatives are irrelevant as the decisions have already been made and the board is just going thru the
motions. Not sure how the board is going to implement a new plan after March and be ready for next fall.

1/11/2017 10:07 AM

69 Email Received: Hi I'm writing to you to get a better understanding as to why you would want to close down my
children's school (Glen Tay )? This school is the best school by far. The one on one attention my children get from
here is outstanding. Now I'm being told that come 2017/18 I will have to put my children into another school crammed
with more children in class rooms. I don't know why you would want to do this to so many children and parent who
love this school? I have a child who will be going into grade X next year and the time they have been with Glen Tay
School they have excelled in all subjects! I have another child who just started and the communication between the
school and myself is amazing. I wish you would reconsider closing this school bc I know many families will be upset!

1/10/2017 12:56 PM

70 I would like to say considering the pupil population cap for Queen E is 269 and there are already 263 students. How is
it expectable to relocate over 100 Glen Tay pupils.. Thus is wrong..

12/21/2016 11:00 PM
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71 My comments are intended to challenge the demographic and growth assumptions in your study, in particular with
respect to communities along the Highway 15 corridor within commuting proximity to Kingston, and most specifically I
was referring to Sweets Corners Elementary School. I made the following points: 1. The United Counties of Leeds and
Grenville commissioned a demographic study (2014) for the purposes of developing their first Official Plan (OP) that
speaks to potential areas of growth. Most notable is the anticipated commuter-residence development expected south
of Ottawa, but the second area noted is outgrowth from Kingston, which is most likely to go up the Highway 15
corridor in the UCLG area. Here is the link to their study
http://www.leedsgrenville.com/uploads/174/Doc_635506988387986164.pdf 2. For anyone who travels this stretch of
Hwy 15 regularly, it is clear that the recent provincial investment in road widening, passing lanes, surface treatments
has had a significant impact on traffic. The commute into Kingston from Rideau Lakes and Leeds & 1000 Islands is
faster than ever to reach the 401 (and multiple entry points to Kingston), and more houses in our immediate area are
selling to the greater Kingston labour force members. 3. Both Lyndhurst and Seeley’s Bay have very active and
effective village revitalization groups (SBARA and LRC) and both of these volunteer groups have had significant
impacts in beautifying the communities, creating new visitor products, adding signage, connecting with our UNESCO
designations from the Rideau Canal and the Frontenac Arch Biosphere, and in ways too numerous to mention have
increased the quality of life and lifestyle appeal of these two villages. Sweets Corners Elementary School is midway
between these two villages, both of which have seen visible improvements, and new arrivals in the past 2 years. In
addition both of these organizations see the elementary school as a critical asset in the heart of our area, and both
organizations are committed to working with the School Board and local Parents’ Council to ensure the Board has a
more current understanding of anticipated growth in our region immediately northeast of the boundary of the City of
Kingston, not to mention our passion for our excellent school. 4. We are experiencing families moving into our area,
who work in Kingston, but who find the housing in our area more affordable, and the ‘natural’ rural quality of life very
appealing as a place to raise a family. There are significant employers on the northeast side of Kingston including CFB
Kingston, Corrections Canada, and of course many families who work in the hospitals and schools in Kingston. 5. The
Township of Leeds and 1000 Islands has designated settlement areas within the Township and Counties Official Plan
for both Lyndhurst and Seeley’s Bay. I also anticipate that with newer technology there will be alternative water/waste
treatment systems permitted which will further enable growth in these village areas. 6. The expansion of broadband
(EORN efforts) and cel towers in our area has been a game changer. We are seeing more people who are part of the
#urbanexodus coming to our beautiful area where they can now work from home, serving customers and working with
partners around the world. It will be evident from my comments that I am a passionate believer of the rural
renaissance that is occurring in Ontario’s smaller communities, and hopefully you will see that my belief is based on
the reality of our observations, supported by credible evidence vs. wishful thinking.

12/21/2016 11:30 AM

72 I don't agree with the boundaries. We live five minutes from the school but my children will be bussed to Perth. 12/21/2016 6:27 AM

73 Our children are affected by special needs. In the past, our one child attended a larger school (100's of students) and
the individuality of my child's programming and care was lackluster. We have found that the smaller country school
and class size (at North Elmsley, 80 children) has immensely helped our children to participate in school, and I feel
our safety concerns are better addressed. The teaching team is engaged and driven... students are more connected -
more compassionate - than at a bigger school. North Elmsley is an integral part of our lives, and I would hate to see
such an important part of our community be lost.

12/20/2016 4:54 PM

74 I don't support this draft at all why should the pupils who have attended this school since kindergarten have to switch
schools.Perhaps if French immersion was integrated into All the smaller schools they wouldn't be losing students to
the other schools who have it and those schools wouldn't be so overcrowded. .Why is it Drummond students have to
Leave their school to accommodate students from Maple Grove,send the students from Maple Grove to Stewart
School then obviously they can accommodate students from Drummond Central so why not students from Maple
Grove

12/20/2016 9:59 AM

75 I have took a really good look at how you want to change the school boundaries. I think it is crazy to change the
boundaries all you are doing is going to make more stress on the children that they have to change schools for no
reason at all. It isn't going to make a difference in how many kids go to each school. Please leave the school
boundaries alone. I will be home schooling my child if the boundaries are changed.

12/20/2016 9:11 AM

76 My grandchildren fall into this feeder group. As it stands one child would attend school in Perth and a younger sibling
would be attending Drummond School. I feel that the siblings should attend the same school if not it will be a logistical
nightmare for the parents. Dropping off and picking up.

12/16/2016 8:09 PM
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77 I'm against the closer of Maple Grove public school. My Children don't attend there as they are all in FI at stewart
school. If this school is closed, I will be busing my child to Stewart school and my others to the Drummond school. I
don't i should have to split my children between 2 schools. second i know one of my children that would have to attend
Drummond the move will not be good for them. My child is an introverted child, very held back. Just the change
already in Sept going to an older grade will be a big step for them. The change in play ground will be an even bigger
step, not having the guidence of their older sibling or surrounding they know. I will spend more time trying to
convience my child to go to school then they will want to go. I shouldn't be forcing my child to go and thats what will
happen if they have to move to Drummond. Second I don't feel filling a school over pop is a good choice, lets add
portables that will help for a few years. There is a reason portables were removed from all schools in the first place!!!
So why would be add them back? Why would you close the smaller of 2 schools. Maple Grove can accomate it's own
plus all drummond and some. Why should Lanark South be bused furthur?

12/16/2016 8:04 PM

78 Email received: I am writing to you with concern about the possibility of NEPS closing. My child started at NEPS, I did
not chose this school lightly. I visited Queen Elizabeth, Stewart, St Johns and North Elmsley. I chose North Elmsley
because of its location, that it is smaller. That the class sizes are smaller and you are made to feel like a family not
just a number in an over crowded school. You stated that it is not about the bricks and mortar in an article I read
today. But, in this case, it partially is. The team of teachers and support staff will be dispersed. So therefor we need
the school to keep the amazing team we have together. They work as a whole. They all know all the students by
name. This is what I want for my child. I want a smaller country school. I want the smaller class sizes. This is what I
chose. I will not have my child attending an over crowded school in town. It is about dollars and cents. This saddens
me. Putting more children in already crowded schools is not a good solution. Adding portables is not a good solution.
I would prefer to be charged for education. I ask you, what are you doing to solve this problem? What will you be doing
on behalf of the students and families in your district to save our much wanted smaller schools?

12/16/2016 7:52 PM

79 closing schools due to financial stress is understandable - but for our family, there are a few issues of concern; We do
not want our children to be split between schools. With the current tabled proposition - our youngest child would be
relocated to another school but our oldest child would remain at their current school. Where we live, family is our
foundation and having our children be together is essential. Our eldest protects and comforts their younger sibling
when needed. The other issue is the quality of school that we are being forced to attend. We chose Stewart School for
our children based on a very reputable educational system, personnel, demographics (clean facility, spacious interior,
spacious exterior, etc). Now we will be forced to send our children to a facility that doesn't meet our expectations nor
requirements. Relocating our homestead so that our children can attend Stewart is not an option. Some people may
say its easy to move from one house to another - but we wouldn't be leaving our house - we would be leaving our
home.

12/15/2016 10:16 AM

80 Keep siblings together. Do not force families to have children in different schools. My child who will be going into grade
X will stay at Stewart and my other child will will be going into grade X could be forced to switch to Drummond. I want
my kids to stay together.

12/15/2016 10:15 AM

81 I think we need to think about our children's education before money. I understand completely that costs need to be
reduced. I know that there is schools like North Elmsley where the numbers are low or Rideau Centennial that have a
ridiculous low number. Rideau Centennial needs to close with only 15 students. I feel bad for the students but I
understand the importance of this. I wonder if there was smaller schools such as North Elmsley, can the resources be
shared among the smaller schools. I understand the importance of principals but if there was two smaller schools that
remained open could the principal share their time between the school to assist with the cost of one for each school.
There is children now not getting the education that they need because they fall into the category where they don't
qualify for a Educational assistance but they have difficulties in the classroom, with a little extra help they would be
successful. Currently this is already an issue that really bothers me, if you add to school and make classroom size
larger this will escalate the problem. PLEASE THINK ABOUT THE CHILDREN

12/15/2016 10:13 AM

82 My child has difficulty with staying focussed. If classroom sizes increase and over crowding happens this will be a
problem. What happens to children like mine? What also happens to the children that don't qualify for an EA but also
need help. These children are going to be lost. This is a HUGE mistake. I understand the need to save money and
there is a couple of schools such as Rideau Centennial that with 15 students I understand the need to close but
beyond this it makes no sense. We ARENT thinking of the children's needs if this is done

12/15/2016 10:13 AM
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83 At this time I don't have any recommendations mainly due to a lack of knowledge of the situation. From what I had
heard only North Elmsley was closing at this time with the other schools to remain open for now. My children brought
home a letter on Dec. 6th with a map of the proposed boundary for Stewart on it. I am VERY confused from this letter.
I believe we live in the current Maple Grove boundary, I do know that I live in __________ township on the current
boundary lines. Unfortunately __________ is not on the map on this letter. Going by the map my children may be in
either Drummond Center or QES next year. If I go by what is written in the letter myoldest child will stay at Stewart
and my youngest child will be moved to Drummond. I can understand trying to maximize the dollar, but recently my
child was at QES. At that time we were told they had to go to Stewart because we lived north of the Tay river.
Strangely for the last years my kids have been on a school bus for an hour each way to pick up kids between Perth
and Lanark only to drive to QES to drop off students that lived north of the river and drive back across town to get
dropped off at Stewart. I guess next year my child will ride a bus for god knows how long to drop her sibling off in Perth
just to turn around and drive another 15 km to get to school. Or are we going to have two different buses picking up
our kids. To me it doesn't make sense to save money in schooling to spend a fortune in busing. I won't even start into
how I feel about having my kids in different schools.

12/15/2016 10:12 AM

84 After reading the report on school closures it disturbs and shocks me. To close Maple Grove and move students to
Drummond Center just don't make any common sense. Who ever developed this report and suggested this is not very
well informed and does not have all the information to make such a decision. I work for the board and as an employee
I am not concerned. But as a taxpayer and living in the area it concerns me very much. I have worked in both schools
and know the facts which I think everyone needs to know. There are some things that need to be addressed. A
number of years ago there was a flood of sewage from broken pipe in the basement of Drummond Center. It was
pumped out and lime spread over the entire basement. After that there has been 2 floods of water from broken pipes
that had the water within inches of the floor. It was all pumped out and pipes repaired. My question is should an
environmental study not be done on this school to see if there is not mould and bacteria growing and polluting the air
quality in the school. The other thing is the cost of bringing in portables and hooking up electricity etc. I can imagine
close to $700,000.00 or more out of tax payers pockets. How about kids putting coats and hats on every time they
want to go to the washroom? Who is supervising them while they are out of the building? The length of time a child 4
yrs. old is on the bus. It is more than an hr now for kids to Maple Grove and will add another 20 minutes on a good
day. Some kids are 50+km north of Lanark at Flower Station etc. Can you imagine a child learning when they spend 3
hrs a day on a bus. Now what about wheel chair accessibility, Drummond is not accessible and would be costly to
make it so. Now on the other hand Maple Grove is accessible and could take all the kids from Drummond and change
the busing to pick up some of the kids from Glen Tay which would take the pressure off Perth and kids would still not
be long on the Buses. The kids from the north would not be any longer on the bus. But best of all, it would not cost
the tax payers any money. Only thing involved would be moving furniture from one school to the other which will need
to be done in either case. And Oh did I mention the addition you want to build to Drummond at a later date that will
cost Millions to the tax payers. Also when you build an addition and put in more washrooms etc. you have to put in a
new septic system which would cost more money. Depending on the number of kids that could be put in Maple Grove
it may be possible to also put in French Immersion. Imagine not having to bus all those young kids to Perth and what
cost that would save in busing and not getting them up so early. Here is a Summary of Both Schools Drummond
Maple Grove 3 Class Rms up 7 Class Rms up 3 Class Rms Down 5 Class Rms Down 1 Library up 1 Library up 1 Staff
Rm up 1 Staff Rm down 1 Main office down 1 Main office down 2 Washrooms up 2 Washrooms up 2 Washrooms
down 2 Washrooms down 1 Mechanical Rm Down 1 Mechanical Rm down 1 Kindergarten washroom down 2
Kindergarten Washrooms down 1 Teacher office area up 3 Teacher office areas up 1 Gym 1 Gym Wheelchair
Accessibility - NO Wheelchair Accessibility - Yes Approx. 8.4 acres Approx. 9.9 acres TAX VALUE 1,163,000.00 TAX
VALUE 1,222,000.00 Drummond could be sold and give the money needed for Perth High School were needed.
Maple Grove could be sold and would not be near enough to pay for the work needed at Drummond Center. Also if
Maple Grove closes most of the parents I have talked to will move their children to Sacred Heart. Imagine the lose in
tax dollars to the board if this happens. Oh well maybe the Catholic Board will buy Maple Grove as they will likely need
the space for all the new kids. They then could open a French Immersion section and take away more tax dollars. So
maybe Trustees you should consider this as well, as we did elect you. Take the time to tour both schools so you can
make a well informed decision. Also Members of parliament you need to do the same so you can see that our tax
dollars are more wisely spent. Now you the tax payer need to stand up and say we have had enough of wasting
money, and driving our kids for hrs to go to school when there is a much cheaper option. If you don't do this now you
will be paying more taxes, were do you think they get the money to do all these changes. Also keep in mind Maple
Grove has an after school program for kids run by the community for both kids from Maple Grove and Sacred Heart. Is
this not a good thing that the children will lose. Is it not all about the children, or is it just for looks? Concerned Tax
Payer

12/15/2016 10:08 AM

85 With the introduction of French immersion at Drummond School - siblings should not be split up. If a sibling is in
French immersion at Stewart then any new siblings should automatically go to Stewart rather than Drummond. It's not
a large number of kids. Be reasonable to the parents that are already trying their best to keep engaged in their kids
schooling.

12/9/2016 3:45 PM
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86 The small rural schools are important part of the community. I feel that too many schools closing at once will have
serious repercussions for the communities. The students who currently attend these small schools will have a difficult
time integrating all at once into the town schools and there may be issues with some students having to spend
significantly lengthened bus rides to attend schools in Perth.

12/8/2016 11:08 PM

87 I suggest looking at renting the spaces out in the schools with more room. All schools could be dual track and
EVERYONE stays at their home school!!

12/8/2016 3:24 PM

88 Has anyone thought about what the class sizes are going to look like. Not interested in overcrowded classes. We are
not interested in our kids going from classrooms to portables. What about the kids in far outlining places like flower
station? Their bus rides would be far too long.

12/8/2016 7:20 AM

89 Keep Maple Grove open and make it French immersion. Any move that requires portables is not acceptable. It defeats
the purpose. Close schools because of empty spaces, then overcrowd schools, make class sizes larger.

12/8/2016 6:54 AM

90 I understand that schools need to be closed, and I'm ok with my children being moved to a different school, put in
portables or having a longer bus ride, but I'm not ok with my children being split up. I think there should be a way to
keep families together.

12/8/2016 6:52 AM

91 Keep one of the closing school to avoid over populated classrooms. 12/7/2016 11:26 PM

92 Let the kids that are inrolled in the feeder school stay in their school. Don't make them move just to satisfy the need 12/7/2016 7:34 PM

93 I do not support my grandchild leaving our home community of Lanark and busing to Drummond Central when our
current location places close to Maple Grove School. My child and their spouse specifically located to Lanark because
there was a school so close close to home. They also chose Lanark because they wanted to raise their child in a
close, tight knit community setting that would support all of their child's needs. Maple Grove School is the hub for
connections and where lifelong friendships will develop for my grandchild who has the right to attend school in our
home community along side all of these friends and influential community members who will help to guide and mold
my grandchild into a contributing community member. Don't take this right away from our children. We want to raise
our children in our home community and that starts with them attending their home school- Maple Grove.

12/7/2016 10:47 AM

94 As a citizen of Lanark Highlands, a retired employee and now a volunteer, I write concerning the proposal of this
school closure and sending students to Drummond School. Maple Grove is located in the village of Lanark. Many
students walk to school, and after school, even bused students can walk to the library, arena, Youth Centre or stay for
after school programs. Students are encouraged to value village history through Lanark Museum presentations and
every year the grade 5/6 class canvases the village for donations to the local food bank. Your Board proposes sending
all Maple Grove students to Drummond, a rural school surrounded by farms and rural homes. The community uses
Maple Grove 321 hours per year, Drummond 66 hours per year. Right now, utilization of space at Maple Grove is low,
but in the next 5 years, an increase of 30% is predicted. Because French Immersion is only provided in Perth and 7/8
classes moved to Perth High School, there has been a drop in numbers in rural schools. Thus, closures are
suggested. By sending students to Drummond, that school will be at 148% capacity and require 6 portable
classrooms. The extra bus cost will be $220,000 per year. Many Drummond and even Glen Tay students could easily
come a short distance to Maple Grove. Bussing costs are lower for Maple Grove because busses are shared with
Sacred Heart in Lanark. In fact, to keep connected to Lanark village, many families will send their children to Sacred
Heart if Maple Grove closes. What is the long range plan - over crowd Drummond so a new school is needed when a
good one already exists? Thanks for your time.

12/7/2016 10:44 AM

95 Bring grades 7 and 8 back to the elementary schools and add EFI to Drummond Central or Maple Grove for all
FUTURE students. Do not separate any siblings who are affected by the possible closures/boundary changes.

12/7/2016 6:32 AM

96 I do not support closing the rural schools as it will destroy the rural communities. I do not support changing the school
boundaries again. The board keep changing them every 2 years. I do not support young children riding the bus for 1.5
to 2 hours in each direction. That is too long for children to be on a school bus. Leave Maple Grove in Lanark. Those
poor children.

12/5/2016 4:03 PM

97 Maple Grove should not be closed. It is unreasonable to have 3.5 year olds travel to Drummond School for regular
French/English programming from possibly as far as Flower Station. It is unreasonable to have young students
spending up to 2 hours on the bus in each direction, each day. I do not support that the remaining schools Queen
Elizabeth PS, Stewart and Drummond will be running well over capacity as outlined in your draft recommendations. It
makes no sense to close school in order to over crowd the remaining schools. Why take away perfectly good
classrooms to place students in portables. And put them in schools not designed to hold that many students. They will
lose out on gym and library time as well. The new boundary lines as outlined in the draft make no sense. You will have
students crossing Perth rather than attending the school that is closest to them! Queen Elizabeth and the Stewart
Schools French Immersion students were just split up in 2015 they should not be split from their peer groups again! I
do not support making Queen Elizabeth a dual track school. There is not enough physical space to run a dual
programme. EFI will suffer. I do not support putting EFI at Drummond as there are not enough qualified teachers to
run dual track EFI in all the schools.

12/5/2016 3:56 PM
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98 Glen Tay Public School must stay open. It is the heart of this area! This area needs this school to attract new
residents. Who wants to move to an area where the schools are over crowded and the children are the ones who will
suffer. I would definitely not move here if my children were young, if Glen Tay was closed. Therefore I would be very
upset to see it close. My Grandchild has a sibling who would be following to Glen Tay.

12/5/2016 1:47 PM

99 Email Received: The decision to close the rural schools in the area is not a smart move on the school board decision,
as some of these kids are on the bus already for an hour and if they have to go to ine of the schools in town it is going
to be long it is not fair to them at all or to the kids already at the school and the class sizes are going to doubleif this
happens . which is not fair to the teachers or student you say the kids are first but no they are , i am a mom and my
child is now upset as i was not even talking to them about thismy children were talking about it last night and crying as
they do not want that to happen they are actually enjoying school this year and likes the teacher. and my youngrst has
special needs also has not like school but does not mind going this year. and i can guarantee that i will not be sending
any of my kids to a school in town i will look elsewhereor home schooling them. you guys need to put these kids first .
you meed to think about this you are looking at closing these school and buildnew ones that makes no sense at all. So
also you want to take 111 students from Glen Tay school and put them in an almkst full school the enrollment back in
the school year 2015/16 for Queen Elizabeth school is 232 and cap is 262 and stewart is 340 and cap is 415. so they
will be over crowded with other school go there and they will give no giveany new students a chance to come there.

12/5/2016 1:46 PM

100 Think about the kids and how it is going to affect them. 12/5/2016 1:45 PM

101 Email Received: I’m writing to you at this time to add my voice to the many asking that North Elmsley School stay
open. I am so appreciative of your support for our child in helping provide for needs and fostering inclusion in school
activities. I know that our child would not be doing as well is nor be as happy without your assistance. Our child is a
child of special needs. North Elmsley School is 100% accessible to our child's needs. Our child is bright, inquisitive
and outgoing. Unfortunately the body sometimes does not keep up! We all want our child to achieve maximum
potential; the smaller, more intimate environment of the North Elmsley School is perfect for this current stage of
development. I greatly fear that if our school closes and we are required to move to a larger more distantly placed
facility that our child will get lost, overwhelmed and lose what has been gained. I am hoping I can again ask for your
advocacy for our child and the classmates in encouraging the Board to keep our school open. Please let me know if
there is anything I can do: write, call, campaign.. anything. This school has been a great place for my child and many
others to learn and to grow, I do not think it should be closed. My child and the children of so many others will be the
poorer for its loss.

12/5/2016 1:44 PM

102 Email Received: I understand and support the need to optimize the use of existing school facilities. I write in the
hopes that you can provide some details on why Maple Grove school was recommended to close in all three
scenarios in the “Building for the Future - Pupil Accommodation Review”. With enrolment being so dependent on
availability of Early French Immersion, it seems rash to close a wonderful school based solely on low enrolment, when
68 students from its catchment area are currently being bused (at great expense) to another school simply to receive
EFI programming. The report recommends consolidating Maple Grove students into Drummond school. It is unclear
why Drummond has been selected over Maple Grove as the two schools are roughly the same age, in similar
condition, with almost identical enrolment. The details in the report and school profiles show that Maple Grove offers
the following advantages over Drummond school: It has capacity to accommodate all Drummond students immediately
without the need for portables It is more centrally located in the catchment area it serves (reduction in busing distance
and $220,000 of additional costs annually as proposed in recommended option) It has 11 classrooms (compared to 5
at Drummond) Fewer hours of community use would be lost (321 hours vs. 66 hours at Drummond, the second lowest
use in the feeder group) It is within walking distance of the Arena, Library, Ball Diamond and Youth Center Its utility
costs are $5.75 less per square meter than Drummond ($12.16/m2 vs. $17.91/ m2) It is one of only two schools in the
Perth feeder group where utilization is projected to increase in 5 years Its projected enrolment in 2025 is 37% higher
than projected enrolment for Drummond It has a higher accessibility rating than Drummond Its location qualifies it for
“Top Up” funding from the Ministry of Education Conversely, the recommended option would immediately put the
Drummond school at 148% of its capacity and require 6 portables to accommodate students from Maple Grove.
Students from one of the largest catchment areas would be bused to an undersized school located near the easterly
extreme of the proposed boundary. Maple Grove students who already travel, on average, a greater distance than
Drummond students would see an increase in distance they travel to school. Could you please provide the rationale
for choosing Drummond school over Maple Grove?

12/5/2016 1:38 PM
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103 Email received: I am a very concerned mother of wonderful children that attend North Elmsley Public School. My
children have other health issues. Let me tell you about my children. Being ripped from the small country school and
thrown into an over crowded town school is a dangerous option for my child. When my child's special needs become
an issue my child becomes scared and I refuse to sentence my child to an entire young school career of being scared.
Due to the wonderful environment that the teachers and students have created at North Elmsley my child has not once
faced any bullying. Due to this environment loves going to school at North Elmsley each and every day. When my child
learns to no longer like school because of being scared of the over populated school you are forcing them into I hope
you are willing accept that you are personally responsible for failure. You are failing our children! With consent courses
and education done by myself, my husband and my mother our child was able to go to Kindergarten as a success
story. A specialist follow into school and has said word for word "North Elmsley is the perfect school for _______" and
now because of your decision you WILL be taking all of our hard work and dedication away from our child. You WILL
be sentencing my child to no longer being a wonderful success story. I will hold you personally responsible for my child
back tracking without the personal attention needed in an over crowded town school. I know my story is falling on deaf
ears ears to the only aspect you care about is money. I am a tax paying citizen who works two jobs so therefore I get
an opinion. This is my opinion I can't understand how you can think North Elmsley Public School is no longer a
valuable school. I bought my house based on the fact that I wanted my children to go to North Elmsley. North Elmsley
has torn down any educational boundaries in which you the board have given an Innovation award to a teacher for her
inspiring work. The children in our school are exactly where they need to be and you can't close their school on them.
If you would like to make this about money first and foremost North Elmsley is already wheelchair accessible as
compared to Drummond Centre (which may I mention is not on the closure list). North Elmsley needs NO repairs or
updates. The school has installed a brand new $40,000 play structure last school year. Along with all new Internet
wires and lines. How can you close an school that needs no renovations in favour of another school like Drummond
that would need to completely redone. This lacks any common sense. If you follow through with your plan I will be
moving both of them to the Catholic School board where they seem to actually care about students and their wellbeing
and not just about money. In closing you should be ashamed of yourself and the actions you are planning. Hiding
behind the mask that this decision is what is best for the students is appalling. It's about money, end of story.

12/5/2016 1:33 PM

104 Email received: I am writing you to let you know our family has been hit hard with the news of the school board
reviewing North Elmsley Public School, and it being on the list for possible closure by the end of this school year. Our
child started this year and it took us much debating on whether- public school, french, home school, catholic... would
be our choice. When we knew that NEPS was an option in our area for our children, we knew we could put our trust in
the public school system. NEPS has such a community of teachers and families, we are so excited to be apart of such
a great school. The school itself is in great condition, beautiful classrooms, library and gym. The outdoor yard has so
much for the kids to do as well, a beautiful-well developed space. We had visited other schools and feel NEPS is the
best option. Our school is very accessible, which some children need. As well our teachers and support staff are all
welcoming and like family now. You cannot replace this feeling by sending these children to an over crowded school.
In such a short time we have taken such pride and confidence that this is the school we will raise our children in. As
parents, we need to have a personal relationship with the school, teachers and peers that are influencing our children
in this world. A large school cannot do this now matter how hard they try, changing the school system "for tomorrow"
will only hurt my children "today". I am afraid if we lose NEPS and forced to go to Stewart School, my husband and I
will have to rethink Public schooling all over again. Please consider carefully about this treasure of a school, I went to
this school and my father went to this school. The families in this community need this school and in the rural Perth
area of schools, NEPS is in the best condition over Drummond, Maple Grove and Glen Tay. Something mentioned
when tossing ideas around at a meeting is if we can host the french immersion in our catchment area to lighten up the
Perth schools, and have the board consider the structural conditions at the other rural schools that feed into Perth.
Also I fear that the School Board not making decisions until into March 2017, these targeted schools will have low or
no enrollment as parents want to know at open houses (Jan, Feb) if the school will be there in the fall.

12/5/2016 1:28 PM

105 Email received: I am writing to you to express our concern over the proposed closing of the Glen Tay Public School.
We believe closing it will cause harm to our community for a number of reasons, including our ability to attract new
families, economic development and the loss of recreational space available to the community, as well as a well-used
hockey rink and soccer fields that are an integral part of the Township’s recreation offerings. In addition, the Township
is developing an Age Friendly community Plan and view the Glen Tay School space as offering the potential for
combining senior’s services and programs with an active elementary school. This collaboration will promote
intergenerational contact and learning. A number of these intergenerational combinations are already showing
success - one example, the senior citizens in Swampscott, a seaside Boston suburb interact with the town’s youth in
the local high school that hosts their knitting circles, card games, and exercise classes. According to the Atlantic
magazine’s web site CityLab, http://www.citylab.com/work/2015/10/why-this-town-combined-its-high-school-and-
senior-center/410149/ “It’s just a positive neighborly relationship,” “This building is called Swampscott High School, but
it’s a community space.” For the students, having the high school and seniors centre together gives them a sense that
they are part of the greater community. Another example is students studying courses in a senior’s centre in
Saskatchewan described in the article, Elementary school in long-term care home - a first in Saskatchewan
http://globalnews.ca/news/1829982/elementary-school-in-long-term-care-home-a-first-in-saskatchewan/ I respectfully
request that the Upper Canada District School Board please consider the option of enhancing the role of the school in
our community rather than closing it.

12/5/2016 1:26 PM

106 12/5/2016 1:25 PM
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106
Email received: My child is a student at Maple Grove school in Lanark. When the time came to enrol in kindergarten I
had options. Should I send my child to Perth for French Immersion and have travel up to two hours by bus each day?
Should I consider the option of Sacred Heart School, the Lanark village Catholic school that many people had told me
was the preferred choice, even though I'm not Catholic? No, I wanted the local public school. Maple Grove is a small
school, but it seems to be growing. Enrolment is up slightly this year, with the classes above board maximum
numbers. It would seem encouraging that the primary grades are the ones with growing numbers. For at least two
years I have heard talk about possible school closures in the Perth family of schools. Often Glen Tay was mentioned,
but the one I always heard was most in jeopardy was Drummond school. Their close proximity to Perth seemed to
mean that many parents were choosing to enrol kids in French Immersion in Perth. In the 2015-16 school year their
JK, SK and grade 1 classes were combined into one because numbers were so low. The urgency became clear when
talking to parents of kids from that school. Their parent council was desperate to promote the benefits of kids staying
at Drummond and were always planning events to “show off” their school. They were the ones that attended special
board meetings and public meetings when changes to the rules about accommodation reviews were being discussed.
I even attended one of their school events this past June, never thinking that there would be a good chance Maple
Grove students could be forced to travel there to go to school. On more than one occasion elected officials indicated to
our local paper and our Mayor that Maple Grove, because of its location, would be safe from the threat of closure.
Maybe that is why trustees and the board never heard from our parents rallying around our school. We didn't know we
needed to. When the suggestions from staff came out in late September many people were shocked to see 3 out of
the 6 Perth area elementary schools on the list for closure. Even more absolutely shocking was that Drummond was
the only “small” school on that list to remain open. How was this decision made? I looked at it rationally to try and
figure out how the board staff came to this conclusion. First of all, was it enrolment? No, I don't think the enrolment at
Drummond is any higher than Maple Grove's, and the huge disparity in the primary grades makes is even more
confusing. Maple Grove has far more younger students than Drummond. Was it their facility? No, Maple Grove is
much bigger and isn't in disrepair. I am sure, with all schools that aren't brand-new, there could be improvements or
upgrades but there doesn't seem to be anything urgent that needs to be fixed or replaced. Maple Grove could
accommodate the entire student populations of Maple Grove and Drummond combined with no need for expansion or
renovations. Drummond, I have read in a report from the school board, cannot accommodate the students of Maple
Grove without up to 6 portables or some extensive renovations. Was it location? How could it be? Drummond school
is, according to their facebook page, 10 minutes from Perth. It is located amongst farmer's fields and it is not
convenient for people living in Lanark village, let alone the children that already travel a half hour to get to Maple
Grove from areas outside of Lanark. Many students at Maple Grove walk to school from their homes or are dropped
off by parents on their way to work. Can this happen if they are moved to Drummond? No, every single student will
travel by bus, some in the neighbourhood of one hour each way. Is there any student at Drummond that would have to
be on a bus for one hour to get to Lanark? I think that is highly doubtful. Maple Grove has an after-school sports
program run by the North Lanark Community Health Centre and is walking distance from the public library, arena and
the local youth centre. For a week in December and March Maple Grove children walk to the Lanark arena and skate
each afternoon. The senior grades at Maple Grove have door-to-door food drives at Halloween to benefit the local food
pantry and receive generous donations from local residents for this initiative and for a bottle drive to help fund their
school trip. Parent council is supported at pancake and spaghetti suppers by local people in the Lanark community and
these connections will be lost if the school closes. What does Drummond have in close proximity to its school? Very
little, from what I've seen. Have the members of this school board considered that up to half of the student population
of Maple Grove could be lost to the Catholic board in Lanark village? That is an estimate I have heard from more than
one person. Are you prepared to lose funding for up to 45 students? Do you even care if they leave UCDSB? I don't
think you realize how many non-Catholic people would be willing to move to that board to keep their kids in school in
Lanark. Consider new students entering junior kindergarten: would a parent choose a school in Lanark with a 20
minute bus ride or Drummond with a ride of more than an hour, and a school with five or six portables? So, it can't be
enrolment, or the facility, or the location. What other rationale could there be to decide that a school the furthest
distance from all of the Perth schools should be on the closure list? How can it make sense to move an entire school
population with the plan to have half of the amalgamated school students in portables? Then, I read and heard
countless times that a main objective of the school board is to build larger, brand-new schools once the ones they
amalgamate become full beyond capacity. So, you will move all of these students to another school in that hopes that
the school is over-full and the Government provides funding for a brand-new school, and that is supposed to benefit
the students. So perhaps this is why Drummond has been given the recommendation to stay open over Maple Grove.
It's smaller, and would fill up faster! Do you honestly think that parents feel that having their children on buses for two
hours a day and spending those days in portables is what we consider beneficial, improved, enhanced education for
our children? If you actually took the time to talk to parents and seriously consider their thoughts you would realize that
new schools are not OUR priority. That wouldn't even enter my mind if I was the parent of that little four year old
starting school. I have heard the supposed benefits of larger schools from school board members: diversity of peers,
more chance for extra-curricular programs, and availability of different programs not found in smaller schools. Will
there be more chance for extracurriculars when every student immediately boards a bus after school to take the long
ride home? Unless it changes, I do not know of elementary school teachers staying after school to run any type of
extra programming. I also can't imagine any new programming that can occur in a version of Drummond with
portables, especially if the hope is to eventually have it at 175% of its capacity. Education is supposed to be about the
children, and no matter how these closures are presented by the school board, these children are not benefiting. They
are happy where they are, they like knowing all of the students in their schools, and having their principal greet them

12/5/2016 1:25 PM
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every day by name. This plans seems short-sighted, rushed, and based on finances rather than good education for all
kids, and with a great lack of understanding about the communities of Maple Grove in Lanark and Drummond Central
School. Have members of the board of trustees or staff who made these recommendations even been to Lanark or
Drummond? It is easy to sit at a desk and make decisions based on dollar amounts and figures but the real people
affected are the kids, and it doesn't seem like their circumstances are being considered carefully enough in this
process, if at all. The UCDSB claims to be looking to the future with all of these reviews and planned closures. What if
that future includes a Conservative or even New Democrat Ontario Government that won't hand over millions of dollars
in funding for your planned future brand-new schools? What will be left? A lot of overcrowded schools with stressed
kids not living up to their potential and a whole lot more empty, unused facilities that could have been providing great
education to many deserving students. Parents don't care about your vision for new schools 10 years into the future.
We care about our kids' education NOW. Why is this whole process so rushed? Six months from start of the process
to final decisions, and another six before all of these schools will potentially close. The scope of these changes is so
massive that, at the very least, all schools should remain open until the end of the 2017-18 school year. What a
chaotic start to the school year you will have next September if all of these decisions are rushed in and not given the
in-depth analysis that they deserve.107 Keep Maple Grove open. Use parts of the school and rent others if money is an issue. 12/5/2016 1:22 PM

108 I do not see the benefit of closing the local schools. I understand there are budget problems but I do not feel they
should be solved at the expense of the student. A school should be about student education and success, not running
a business. Perhaps the government needs to re-evaluate their decision to take away rural school funding. There are
MANY rural schools on Ontario, and decreasing rural student access to education will not help to meet and increase
school boards student success rates and goals.

11/30/2016 10:50 AM

109 It is important to realize that students are an integral part of the community in which they live. Removing them from this
community weakens community bonds and deprives students of the opportunity to be s part of the neighbourhood in
which the live. Wider community use of school buildings would help with costs. We need to build communities for our
young people. Closing schools also increases commute time for students. Lanark Village has facilities which students
can walk to. They would not have this opportunity at Drummond

11/30/2016 12:25 AM

110 Maple Grove should be considered in at least one option. It is a beautiful school with 11 classrooms (no portables
required). Rural schools are vital! Lanark is a growing community that relies heavily on the school to help it reach its
potential.

11/29/2016 7:48 PM

111 We need to keep these rural schools alive. Building mega schools is not in the best interest of the students. Bigger
classes means more students getting lost in the system. How about looking at putting the kids that should be going to
one school but because of there being aloud many choices they get the freedom to go wherever. Put those students
in the proper location and see where the numbers fall.

11/28/2016 1:08 PM

112 These schools are such an important part of the community. Feels like these kids are being set up to fail. Bigger
classrooms, less one on one because of this. Longer bus rides. If this does happen, homework shouldn't be allowed
as these kids are tired now with the length of bus rides. Taking kids away from their comfort zones will be distressing
to many and unlike when I was in school these kids seem to have so much more stress than we did. We definitely had
some but not the same.

11/25/2016 9:07 PM

113 What could be done to improve the recommendation is to left the schools open. As i am a mom and my oldest child
now is worry about the whole school closure and youngest child will not do well in a school in town having special
needs. So sending my children to a school in town is not an option for us. And i will not separate them. I will send
them to a school that is a half hour away or homeschool them. I dont think you.folks are really making the best interest
of the school closure you say the kids are the future well think about them. Closing any of the rural schools will not
benefit them at all.

11/25/2016 4:13 PM

114 Email Received: I am writing to you as a concerned parent and community member of Lanark in regards to the
proposed closure of Maple Grove P.S. I am both saddened and disappointed that this could potentially happen to our
children and our community. My family moved to Lanark with the plan that our child would attend Maple Grove. You
can imagine my disbelieve when I learned of the potential closure. You can imagine how frustrated and upset we were
as a family especially because we chose our location based on a school being situated so close to home. Our
community needs Maple Grove just as much as Maple Grove needs our community. The fact that our youth centre will
lose 25 percent of its funding with the closure; the fact that our children will have to be bused SO many more miles
and spend WAY too long on the bus; the fact that our children will not be able to attend school IN THEIR OWN
COMMUNITY is not only disheartening but wrong. Our children have the right to attend school in their own
community. I really hope and expect that the appointed trustees in our community are fighting for our school, Maple
Grove.

11/25/2016 3:58 PM
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115 Email Received: My child currently attends Maple Grove and it was our plan to start French Immersion next year at
Stewart. My other child will start school in the future. In the new plans our child is supposed to attend Drummond next
year. My two main concerns are: 1. The length of bus ride. The current bus ride was supposed to be 1 hour so we
drive 5 minutes down the road to be on a bus route that makes the bus ride 40 minutes. We live 17 minutes from
Maple Grove. Is there a way to guarantee a maximum bus ride length under 1 hour? 2. Drummond is not located in a
community like Lanark or Perth that has facilities that support curriculum like a library and skating rink. Our perfect
world would be Maple Grove offering Early Immersion French. We understand there are many factors influencing
which schools close and which remain open but hope the review board will reconsider the benefits of keeping Maple
Grove open and offering Early French Immersion.

11/25/2016 3:55 PM

116 Email Received: This is an open letter to you with a Cc to the Lanark Era. It is in support of a letter published in the
Lanark Era on November 18, 2016. I hope you read it carefully, and noticed the sincerity with which it is written. The
writer speaks from the experience of parents, the desire to have the best for their children, and the interest of the
community. We have no children at Maple Grove, or any UCDSB schools and have been retired from teaching for
some time. My interest is solely for the children of the community. During the many years that I was in teaching, I had
the opportunity to work in various configurations of schools...K-8; 6-7-8; 7&8; and K-6, as well as French
Immersion...some as village schools, and some with total bus enrollment. By far, the best situation for children was the
village school...for all the reasons the writer indicates. As well, as a parent, I was very satisfied when my own children
attended a village school. We all realize economics drive the system. However, within the economics of education,
allowances need to be made for the greatest good for the kids. The 7 & 8’s were taken from Elementary to bolster the
Secondary schools. Now, due to declining enrollment, Maple Grove and other village schools need bolstering...either
by economics or by programme changes to increase student enrollment. As a Trustee, you have that task. However,
to eliminate the village school, the greatest good for the kids will not be met. Thanks for the opportunity.

11/25/2016 3:52 PM

117 Please don't close Glen Tay. My grandchild has flourished in this school. They have something special there. I think
implementing French immersion would sell other parents on GT, I know lots of parents in the jeristuction that chose to
travel farther to a school in town that offered French immersion.

11/25/2016 3:50 PM

118 A lot can be done to save this amazing school.. Once French immersion starts in all schools, the kids in the town can
go to maple grove instead of traveling to perth.. My child's first year at maple grove took some getting use too. Now is
doing amazingly well.. It will break my child's heart and mine if we have to start all over again with new teachers and
new kids..Please please for the love of our kids keep Maple Grove alive..

11/25/2016 3:22 PM

119 I support the UCDSB keeping Maple Grove Public School open and offering a French Immerson program to our
children. I would also recommend returning children who are currently bused to Stewart School specifically for the
French Immerson program back to Maple Grove if it is indeed their home community feeder school. This will not only
help increase the population at MG once again but will also service the need for French Immerson much closer to
home. Our kids are currently being bused out of their home community for a service that should be offered at their
home school. Lanark as a community needs Maple Grove; our community relies on the partnership that exists
between itself and Maple Grove. This includes the partnership between the Youth Centre, the Arena, Sacred Heart
Catholic School, the library and the CROW playgroups that operate out of Maple Grove twice/week to serve early
literacy needs. Maple Grove is wheelchair accessible and certainly has the space inside the school as well as green
space outside the school to facilitate and allow for growth and an increase in student population!

11/25/2016 3:11 PM

120 Email received: I am writing this in concern to talk about the discussions about the possibility of school closures as i
am a parent of children that attend one of the schools that you folks have up for possible closure it is Glen Tay School,
I don't like the idea of the kids have to go to a different school . As we live so close to their school now and they enjoy
it there i dont think it would be a good idea for the rural schools to close as the one in tow are almost full as is. And the
kids that are on buses for 1 hour will be longer on them. I have a child and I don't like the idea of being at a school in
town. At school is familiar with and they know my child there. And i have struggle with not wanting to go and this year
we have a teacher my child enjoys and is actually wanting to go. I personally think you need to take a look at the
number of kids at the schools that the kids will be going too. As it would not be the best for the kids in the rural area
school yes the numbers are small but they are getting one on one during the day and they are making leaps and
bounds in their learning/education and they get to know the teacher and the teachers gets to know them on a first
name bases. So please take this and that i am a concerned mom for her kids and they they are where they need to be
for a school.

11/25/2016 3:10 PM

121 Closing maple grove school is a bad idea. My child attends there I think closing another school and sending the kids to
maple grove

11/25/2016 2:42 PM
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122 Save Glen Tay and Maple Grove! As a former student bussed to Glen Tay it was already taxing enough to be on a
school bus for over 2 hours a day. I imagine the Northern Lanark kids lose enough valuable time when it takes them
45 minutes to get to Maple Grove by bus. A lot of the student population around Lanark are battling learning disabilities
and sociology economic challenges as is. Adding the extra travel time to Almonte or Drummond could further
jeopardize their concentration in classroom tasks and add stress to some kids who already have a hard enough time in
school. Also with Lanark no longer having a public elementary school, new families will be less likely to populate the
village and surrounding area. Lanark has suffered economically enough. Closing Maple Grove would be really, the last
nail in the coffin so to speak.

11/25/2016 2:36 PM

123 smaller class rooms means better learning. teachers have more time to help students 11/25/2016 2:34 PM

124 I am curious of the cost to put an elevator into Drummond to make it accessible. Is it not more cost efficient to close
Drummond and keep Glen Tay open? I realize that closing North Elmsley is probably also to help fill the spaces in the
Smiths Falls family of schools. As per the recommendation published in the Perth Courier by our MPP, is the board
considering sharing space/resources with Sacred Heart School? If not, why?

11/25/2016 2:26 PM

125 Don't change anything! 11/24/2016 11:00 PM

126 It's going to overload the schools. there won't be enough teachers to the amount of children in each class. It will affect
the students learning and there will be more issues between students due to lack of supervision. Queen E has already
undergone so many changes in the past few years. I don't think this is a smart move.

11/24/2016 10:31 PM

127 I do not support closing the rural schools. It is not beneficial to the children to overcrowd schools; force them to
change schools potentially again because you have changed the boundaries twice within the last two years. This is
traumatic for the children and not offering them the best chance at learning with teacher interaction. I can understand
closing perhaps two rural schools such as North Elmsley or Glen Tay. But you also need to take into consideration the
added length of time kids will be spending on Buses due to now having to travel further just to get to school.

11/24/2016 3:50 PM

128 Keep maple grove in our little town 11/24/2016 9:23 AM

129 I think that the dual track attendance boundary should be put in place for all of the rural schools. This will allow the
rural schools to gain back the students who are travelling into the town schools for French Immersion. I do think
Drummond School should stay open and keep the boundary lines the same so that the children already attending the
school can remain there.

11/21/2016 6:18 PM

130 Maple Grove School is a community hub. This is a school that is essential to the lifeblood of Lanark Highlands. There
are very few facilities in Lanark Highlands and the school has the infrastructure to support community programs and
services as well as the education of children in Lanark Highlands. I am very concerned about the length of time
children would be travelling on busses if they were relocated to another school. This is an economically depressed
area in Lanark County and moving students to another school could sever links for families to the schools, thereby
compromising children's education to a greater degree.

11/18/2016 2:58 PM

131 My children attend Glen Tay Public School. My suggestion is that Maple Grove students move to Glen Tay. Glen Tay
has a higher enrolment, is wheel chair accessible, has the latest technology for our students, many different sport
teams, family oriented, amazing teachers, friendly environment, a wonderful drama programme. Glen Tay is more
then a school, it is our community, with many different after school and summer programs. Glen Tay can
accommodate Maple Grove comfortably, it would be two communities coming together. I urge you to reconsider the
closing of Glen Tay, we wouldn't be losing just a school, but also our community! Our children have more bennifit with
more one on one with the teachers, allowing them NOT to fall through the cracks. Putting them on an already over
populated school would be detrimental to our children, not only socially but emotionally as well, our children WILL fall
through the cracks, grades will slip and where does that leave our children??? LEFT BEHIND!! Please reconsider, and
consider my proposed idea .

11/11/2016 6:17 PM

132 My children are happy at Stewart and have their friends I do not want them to go to Drummond as it's out of the way
and I do not support the use of portables I do not want my children to have to get in their winter gear just to go to the
washroom

11/9/2016 10:18 AM
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133 Email Received: I am writing this letter after completing the survey on the UCDSB website for Accommodation
Review. I felt that this small task might not be enough to save our local school Maple Grove, so I decided to sit down
and write this letter. I have been sitting back waiting to see how our how our school and community may try to save
our school and have heard lots of complaints but no suggestions on how to actually come up with a plan. I have been
reading the articles in the Lanark Era stating that you have received very few emails regarding this issue but as I found
your email is not the easiest to find which may be the reason for the lack of emails. I realize that the schools are empty
and yes we need to make changes, but I along with many others in out community feel that this choice will be a huge
mistake. If we close down Maple Grove and send out children to Drummond our students are going to miss out on
what our little village has to offer. The students won't be able to walk to the arena and for many this is the only
opportunity these children have to learn how to skate. They won't have the option to walk to the local library for school
excursions, and they won't be able to do door to door campaigns that teach these children the importance of helping
their community. One example of this is the Annual "We Scare Hunger" where the Grade 5/6 go through the village
handing out flyers to collect donations for the local food bank and return the following week to collect items the
community had decided to donate. If the students are no longer able to do this they lose their sense of helping, which
as we know is getting harder in today's lifestyle. If these students move to Drummond they also loose the safety which
is close by with the fire department and paramedics both within five minutes, if there ever was a true emergency. Not
to mention what happens then these students loose their after school sports program offered by the NLCHC. These
students enjoy this program and for many is the only opportunity they have to play on a team and experience sports
first hand. To me its a simple answer put French Immersion in Maple Grove and Bring our students back to Lanark
and let them experience everything our small school, and village has to offer. If we lose our school its not only the
community that loses but our children as well.

11/9/2016 9:58 AM

134 Maple Grove School is the hub of the community. Closing this school in an already struggling community will be a
disservice to the community in whole. Currently an Ontario Early Years Centre runs twice weekly in the school. This
service provides support to the students and staff at Maple Grove. Early screening of speech and language, hearing,
are among a few of the benefits this offers. The North Lanark Community Health Centre, library, arena and museums
are an economical asset. (No busing needed). I ask members to come out and look at this school, the community,
drive the bus routes and see that children north of highway 7 could be bused to Maple Grove and the capacity of this
school would increase.

11/9/2016 9:28 AM

135 The decision to close Maple Grove school is a very poor decision. The travel time for young children to Drummond
from Lanark and North of Lanark is unacceptable. This decision will force students to the Catholic board ( Sacred
heart). Drummond is not an acceptable alternative due to distance and time spent in transit. Maple Grove has the
facility to accept more pupils and could become a very viable option for French immersion. Most parents in the Maple
Grove catchment area will not send their children to Drummond therefore making the decision a poor one for the
UCDSB. The tax dollars will go into the Catholic board furthering the financial difficulty of the UCDSB.

11/2/2016 9:09 PM

136 As a former student and parent of students of Glen Tay School, I think the idea of closing the school makes absolutely
no sense. Glen Tay is a great school. It is a friendly, safe, welcoming and positive learning environment for everyone.
It’s almost like a second home. There are smart boards in every classroom. It has a span wall and even a create-a-
space room with a green wall. It has an excellent music/drama program with a fantastic musical every year. It also
allows all children the opportunity to play on sports teams. I like that Glen Tay does not have three grades in one
classroom, as opposed to some of the other schools. As well, it is wheelchair accessible. Besides the terrific things
happening during the day, Glen Tay has community programs that take place after school. Ones that I know about are
sponsored by Big Brothers Big Sisters, Lanark Youth and Tay Valley Soccer and Karate. The families in the area also
enjoy using the skating rink, volleyball court, basketball court, baseball field and playground. Glen Tay has it all. I
would really hate to see how our community would suffer if it was taken away. I hope that you will take all of these
things into consideration when making your decision. Thank You! GLEN TAY SCHOOL IS AWESOME!

11/2/2016 4:52 PM
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137 In a rational look at the potential closure of Maple Grove Public School, several questions remain unanswered in my
mind. Here are some: 1. Size: Maple Grove could accommodate all of the students from Drummond Central without
portables, while Drummond would need portables in the short-term and a rebuild in the long-term. So is the whole
goal to receive funding from the provincial government for new and/or rebuilt schools? How is this fiscally responsible?
We all pay provincial taxes, we hear about the difficulty the government is having, and it costs millions of dollars to
build one new school. 2. Location: Maple Grove is 15 minutes from Perth, and has a catchment area that stretches
almost to Calabogie, meaning some students travel 45 minutes to an hour to reach Maple Grove each day. Another
half hour is a realistic estimate from Lanark to Drummond Centre, meaning these children will be on buses for more
than an hour each way. I don't believe that children coming from Drummond to Lanark village would be dealing with
such long bus rides, and I don't understand the rationale for busing children from the far reaches of northern Lanark
County to a school less than 10 minutes from Perth, rather than using Lanark as a central hub. 3. And that's another
point: Lanark may be small, but it is a central hub. It has an arena, a health centre, a youth centre, a library.
Drummond Centre has none of those, with all children bused to and from the school each day. Lanark is a community,
with children taking walking trips down the main street for various reasons, none of which are valid at a small country
school such as Drummond. The youth centre is also a large focal point for students 10 and up after school, as they
walk to the youth centre even if they don't live in town and can be picked up later. If they are bused straight to their
homes, that can no longer happen. 4. Opportunities: The extended opportunities that exist in a larger school have no
impact on Maple Grove students who would attend Drummond, a smaller school that would leave several classes in
portables for who knows how many years. They have no more sports teams, no more extracurricular activities – the
only difference is that more students will be vying for spots on those sports teams, which will inevitably leave some
children out, whereas in these smaller schools, everyone has a chance. 5. Diversity of relationships: Again,
Drummond has about the same diversity as Maple Grove does, which is not much. More children, yes, but the same
mixing of more children could happen at Maple Grove, which has the aforementioned benefits that Drummond does
not have. In closing, I understand that some school closures may be necessary. What I can't understand is why Maple
Grove was chosen as the school to be closed over Drummond – the only benefit to the school board or the students
seems to be that it will overfill Drummond, and therefore possibly lead to a new addition on the current school. Is that
really an efficient use of schools and funds? If so, I don't believe the board and staff are thinking of the children, so
much as the allure of money and fancy new schools.

11/2/2016 4:52 PM

138 Email received: Also are we aware that DCS is not well served by paved roads, most roads leading to it are 2ndary
gravel roads with the exception of the loop in front of school. This will impact travel times substantially. It is my humble
estimation that shuttering MGS will only lead to a transition to Sacred Heart, as bussing is shared and very few will
chose to lengthen an already substantial bus ride to travel to DCS. Lanark Highlands is a very large remote region and
serves an area that extends to near Calabogie, some communities are 45 minutes from Lanark Village by car. MGS is
located at the southern end of this catchment zone, 5 or 6 minutes gets you into the DCS catchment area, MGS is
essentially central to an amalgamated school zone. Both schools are multi-level, both have similar FCI ratings, both
may require resolution of accessibility issues, however MGS is slightly better with level access to gymn and main floor.
MGS has a large gymn that is used by community, DCS has a slightly smaller gymn but has accessibility issues to
school itself.

11/2/2016 4:49 PM

139 Maple Grove school should not be closed as it serves the low income and at risk children who live in village and area.
Leaving the school open and offering French immersion will benefit the village of Lanark as it will encourage young
families to move to the village. The school serves children living north of Lanark who would be on the bus for too long
if they were transferred to Drummond Central. Maple Grove School is larger than Drummond Centre School and could
accommodate students from other schools. The school is used by other members in the community. e.g. Children's
Resources on Wheels operates play groups and workshops in the school These programs are funded by the Ministry
of Education and serve children from birth to school age.

11/1/2016 6:25 PM

140 DO NOT CLOSE MAPLE GROVE PUBLIC SCHOOL! 11/1/2016 12:22 PM

141 I don't know what can be done but I am not in favor of closing Maple Grove School. This school is important to our
community and is another step in leading to the failure of the village of Lanark. I have a hard time accepting the
distance that some students will have to travel.The bus trip is long enough for students from the French Line area to
get to Lanark without the added distance to Drummond Center. I also am against portable classrooms under all
circumstances. This community supports Maple Grove and their activities and I am very upset that it is even being
considered.

11/1/2016 10:13 AM
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142 I find the recommendations makes no sense given the current climate in our area. Perth and area is growing, with the
4 lane highway to Carleton Place, more people are moving west in search of an alternative. Why would the School
Board choose to move students to Drummond Central, when it was built in the late 1960's, it is a non accessible
school; stairs leading in and out and it is a 2 storey building(how can students access 2nd floor if they are on crutches
etc). Only approximately 6-7 actual class rooms, Driveway and parking is inadequate and can barely manage the
volume now, bathrooms are VERY Outdated not to mention the SEPTIC System is antiquated!!!! If you are choosing
to close Glen Tay, North Elmsley and Maple Grove then close Drummond, and build a new school. Instead of
Spending upwards(if not more) of $750, 000.00 dollars on an existing antiquated school, costs will be ridiculous to
retrofit this school. If you choose to spend the money required to update the school for the safety of its students and
teachers then you had better let the tax paying people know you are WASTING their tax dollars! Why not do what
Carleton Place did when they built the Beckwith School,( in Beckwith Township) to accommodate all the outlying
students not part of the actual town of Carleton Place.

10/31/2016 2:34 PM

143 Keep maple grove public school open! 10/28/2016 7:37 PM

144 I'm totally against closing Maple grove school in Lanark . This school is way bigger then some other schools there for
makes since to move children to Lanark not to move children into portables that are very un healthy which was in one
of the plans. One suggestion is bring French immersion to Lanark .

10/27/2016 8:30 PM

145 Closing Maple Grove school will result in some children requiring bus rides at least 1.5hrs long. This is very unfair and
really hard on children, especially the little ones. Maple grove currently shares a bussing budget with Sacred heart
school, and the children at maple grove have access to the amenities in the village. Maple grove could also handle
the influx in students without requiring portables.

10/27/2016 12:38 PM

146 Busing to Drummond school ride time way to long from lanark boundary lines. Also nothing for the kids to do at
Drummond for example No arena for skating No youth centre NO local library Lanark village and Maple Grove has so
much more to offer our children during and after school all within walking distance for our children.

10/27/2016 7:34 AM

147 I don't lime the idea of taking students out if perfectly fit school and placing them in portables adjacent to another
school, that seems rediculous to me.

10/26/2016 10:08 PM

148 I do not agree with this idea at all. I believe GTPS would have higher enrolment if there were an immersion option. I
know of numerous family that are within the border of this school what choose to send their kids elsewhere to have the
option of immersion. If our students are forced into already highly enrolled schools no one will win. They will become
numbers and be lost in the system.

10/26/2016 8:05 AM

149 Do not want to see North Elmsley PS closed. I want my child to remain at a rural school and am planning to relocate if
necessary to do so.

10/25/2016 3:15 PM

150 I am a member of the community in Lanark, I am a senior who uses the school and appreciates seeing the children in
the community sometimes at the library and taking walks. You take away the kids you are hurting our community for
many of us seniors those kids brighten our day.

10/25/2016 10:28 AM

151 I believe that it is unfavorable to the community as a whole to close Maple Grove school. Given that there is a proposal
to move some of the Drummond students to Stewart I feel that the remaining students should be moved to Maple
Grove, and the proposed renovations or accommodations be done there and not at Drummond. I also feel strongly
that a move to create a bunch of dual track schools is not in the best interest of students or the French immersion
program. Considerations need to be made for already limited FSL resources. I would like access to more information
in order to offer ore concrete options. I would like to know the dollar amount attached to each student- and the costs
expected for all of the changes. I expect that many things need to be considered, such as the unsuitability of portables
as a mid to long term solution, insufficient toileting facilities, accessibility to students, parents and community
members.

10/25/2016 10:25 AM

152 Given the recent move of Queen Elizabeth students to Stewart school I believe that another move would be of
detriment to our students. I propose more information be provided to parents and community members so that we can
work with the board to create an alternate plan, allowing for some necessary closures but to return all French
Immersion students to QES and have the remaining schools all be core French. Also due to many factors I do not
believe that Maple Grove school should be slated for closure- two of those most important factors have to do with the
schools very unique and important role in the community and the distance a number of students already travel adding
the trip to Drummond Central would be excessive. As much as no one wants to see any schools close I believe it is
preferable to close Drummond, moving its students to Maple Grove. It has been suggested that exploring the idea of
splitting the population of North Elmsley between Stewart School and Chimo may be an option, I wold like more
information on this option as well. As or Glen Tay school I would require more information to make a suggestion for
that school community, but consideration must be given to existing programs at all for the schools (for instance the
thriving music programs at some schools) and the amount of students with special needs being crammed into over
stuffed classes already lacking resources. I truly hope that a real conversation can be had with the board and the
community to help preserve the best of what we have presently while balancing the financial needs of the board.

10/25/2016 10:15 AM
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153 I understand the need to dispose of the expense of empty classrooms in empty schools and hope that with this
process we can then put more funds into the education of our future. I am a little confused that a couple of the schools
that will remain open and accommodate others actually seem to be a smaller, older and already not as functional as
they should be. Not sure I agree with the choices made for closure.

10/24/2016 11:32 AM

154 The students whom attend maple grove public school in Lanark will have to long of a bus ride to school. The school is
located in Lanark village. The students can walk to the health centre, public arena, public library and the youth centre.
Many students from maple grove and the catholic school-sacred heart use the after school program two nights of the
week. Some of the students that attend Glen Tay live within 12 minutes to maple grove, in fallbrook and balderson.
Close Glen Tay, send some of their students to maple grove. Bring the 68 students to maple grove from Stewart
school. The numbers would be in the 200 +. I know many students will switch to the catholic board rather than send
their children to Drummond on a lengthy bus ride. On the other side if maple grove becomes French immersion I know
many students will switch form the catholic board to attend a French immersion school in the village. Make the right
choice, don't close maple grove. Our little ones can't be on the buses any longer than they already are. Thank you

10/22/2016 8:17 PM

155 Queen Elizabeth is already mostly full.. bringing in another 100 students would severely diminish the quality of
education as many students would be left to using portables which is both inadequate and unsafe.

10/22/2016 7:10 PM

156 Keep our rural schools open.. reduce top heavy positions with exorbitant salaries. Rid the board of nonsensical
superintendent positions with exorbitant salaries. it is offensive to know these salaries while EA's have lost 15 minutes
of their time....the least paid people and one of our frontline workers for our kids. No one needs to make 170,000
dollars a year unless you are saving lives. We need to make things right again..keep our schools open...start by saving
money by cutting the equivalent of 15 minutes from all staff. Cut six figure positions. Stop fully paid conferences. Stop
paying mileage to people who can clearly afford it. Stop putting on luncheons. Stop wasting money on fluffy stuff that
doesn't matter. Do the right thing and don't touch our schools. Reorganize how the funding is used.

10/21/2016 6:23 PM

157 I see that these outer lying schools have so much pride in being individual and the closeness that they have just like a
small community. Where everyone knows each other and supports each other. It makes me sad for them. We are in
one of the schools that the students would be moved to and I would hope that they would be welcomed in by the
current staff and students. However, I as a child moved part way through school to a new school and I had a very hard
time adjusting and meshing with the students that had been together since kindergarten. It's a case of what is it worth
to the families that are affected by this change. It is our tax dollars that pay to educate our children and we should have
a choice how and where to do that.

10/20/2016 10:40 PM

158 more community use of the space and the amount of time and energy that has been put into the school needs to be
considered. Parents voices should be heard, a school is the heart of the community, try something radical UCDSB -
see if you there are alignments that can be made to make these spaces work not just as schools but as so much more,
what about contacting the community health associations, how might they play a part? For example RCHS is setting
up to expand, they want to consolidate services - what better than to use the spaces at schools to service the
communities in the Lanark area...I truely hope that ARC is a valid conduit to listen to the voices of the people you
serve. Please be more transparent with the money part of things.

10/20/2016 9:36 PM

159 Closing 3 schools and keeping an already outdated school open(drummond) makes no sense. If the decision was to
close all 4 and build a new school to accommodate then yes I would support. Some children attending Stewart have
already had to change schools from Queen Elizabeth I would expect further changes not be required.

10/20/2016 9:14 PM

160 I would need more information. The cost of portables vs. The cost of repairs for the school for example. The reasoning
behind keeping one school open vs. Another... especially as the suggest Drummond is 2 stories.

10/19/2016 5:08 PM

161 We do not need to put children into portables, & bussing from the far side of Lanark Highlands into Drummond when
the busses run into Perth and the issues of bussing become major issues. I would like to see the board members take
a drive out to places like Poland, Lavant, Flower Station, Brightside and beyond to see how far these children have to
be bussed. The children who need Special Education is already low and making larger classrooms is not acceptable.
Closing schools such as Maple Grove and Glen Tay is not ok. Keep these students and teachers and EA's in their
schools. This school is also a big part of Lanark and the area, & parents who do not have vehicles need to have their
children close by, and not put in an area that makes it difficult for children to get to. There is no public transit available.
Do not close a school that is used highly as a community building. Play groups are run at Maple Grove and parents
need these to continue. The people in the highlands do not have much. Do not take our school away.

10/19/2016 3:23 PM

162 Re think this.... the town schools are over population already, students have to be put into portables, numbers are
high, meaning too many students in one class... not good... and I will NOT be sending my children to Chimo, or a
perth school... I will take my kids out of the public system and relocate them to the Catholic school board.

10/19/2016 8:43 AM

163 Look at where the children are coming from. Some children are already on buses for an hour or more. For children
having to sit for long periods is detrimental to them. Children need exercise not sitting.

10/18/2016 11:59 AM

164 It seems most unfortunate that more busing and portables are seen as an effective alternative to community schools.
Could it be possible that if better programming (ie. French Immersion and Outdoor Education) were offered at rural
schools that on of either The Stewart School and/or Queen Elizabeth school could be closed?

10/16/2016 11:08 AM
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165 Too many children for the smiths falls feeder group from north Elmsley. I recommend a rural French immersion
program to add to north Elmsley to decrease bussing of children and to send rural French immersion children to North
Emsley. This school has new improvements and is in an excellent location. Many New young families in the area

10/16/2016 10:45 AM

166 Rural areas need more local schools or this will discourage young families from staying or establishing there. More
creative solutions need to be explored to reduce costs from school buildings that are way too large for the new realities
of population growth.

10/15/2016 9:32 PM

167 Keep the schools open. The board should be working with schools to maximize potential revenue. Determine ways to
incorporate other community organizations such as seniors, daycares, childcare. Use the space available to benefit
the community as a whole.

10/15/2016 7:15 AM

168 You should be closing Drummond school not Maple Grove. Maple Grove school has kids coming from a distance and
the school has more classrooms then Drummond school. Putting portable in will cost more money for the taxpayers.
Change the border of the schools and add french tho Maple Grove and the student will come back .

10/14/2016 9:48 PM

169 Keep North Elmsley PS open with offering French immersion to increase numbers of students this could help lighten
the load at other schools such as chimp which already operates with portables. Also NEPS is in better condition
structurally and may only need an addition to accommodate as opposed to Drummond which may need Reno and
additions to make it accessible.

10/14/2016 9:34 PM

170 I do not feel that closing schools to consolidate with other schools is beneficial for the students. I have chosen the
schools that i have for my kids based on chriteria the school has met for us. Glen Tay is an important part of our
community!!

10/14/2016 9:28 PM

171 I think schools should be left alone.. 10/14/2016 8:50 PM

172 Maple Grove is furthest away from Perth, is in an actual town, and has a Catholic school in the village as competition.
It has space to accommodate Drummond or Glen Tay, and could easily have French immersion, as is planned for
Drummond. Putting Drummond well over capacity in hopes of building an addition is not taking into account the
students in multiple portables, possibly for years. Of course I want all schools to stay. I know that's not rational, but
this plan seems to be focused only on new schools. People want their community schools, not superschools.

10/14/2016 8:01 PM

173 There are some kids that travel far to get to maple grove. It's not fair to give them an even longer route. Think of the
kids coming from joes lake and flower station area.

10/14/2016 7:53 PM

174 I attended the review meetings in 2008 (?), and several concerns expressed then are still valid. The closure of NEPS
and the resulting splitting of students between Stewart and Chimo in two different family of schools was seen as
divisive and not good for the village community of Port Elmsley. It is important to think of the community as a whole,
not just logistics. The other concern was how the closure of Maple Grove would affect students travelling from the
north area (Poland, French line were two areas mentioned) and how long they (especially young students) would be
on the bus. In effect how much longer they day will be.

10/14/2016 7:35 PM

175 What could be done is don't close the rural setting schools as it is going to put a lot of pressure on the schools in town
as they are all ready almost full. And the kids that are on the bus for an hour already will be on the bus even longer.

10/14/2016 7:33 PM

176 Look into alternative solutions that would not close schools that are structurally sound and working efficiently. Examine
other ways to reduce operating expenses. Rent out the space to outside community groups with greater ease.
Approach the ministry of education regarding the cost benefit of enrollment into kindergarten programs.

10/14/2016 6:56 PM

177 I don't agree with the closing of glen Tay school. 10/14/2016 6:41 PM

178 The schools you plan on taking on all these schools are already crowded as it is. Additions and additional portables
are only going to cost tax payers more money. Many portables have been removed from feeder schools as they where
no longer required. You need to consider leaving a central feeder school (not Drummond centre) open that can
physically support the amount of students that need to be shuffled. Drummond is not only to far for some of these
feeder schoolchildren to be bused but is also not as accessible for some students that require additional support. I
think closing a few of the schools you currently plan on closing is a BIG mistake and many family's would be making
the switch to the catholic school board if you do not follow through and listed to the feed back being submitted.

10/14/2016 6:07 PM

179 I went through the country elementary school system and feel very strongly that it helped shape my values and
respect. As a group we weren't exposed to the same things town kids were. And I want the same for my children.

10/14/2016 6:02 PM

180 Keep North Elmsley Public School OPEN! 10/14/2016 6:00 PM

181 Leave the school alone 10/14/2016 5:01 PM

182 Closing Maplegrove will devastate the community and harm student learning. It makes no sense to close Maplegrove
and shop students to portables at Drummond. It makes more sense to bring more students to Maplegrove, and to
maximize its existing ample capacity. Failing this, MG students should shift to the Catholic system and attmary jo
kopechne nd the local separate school in Lanark. Or vice versa.

10/14/2016 4:19 PM
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183 I do not support the closing of Maple Grove, largely due to the location of the school. This school is located in a village
rather than a hamlet (or other sparsely populated are) with large catchment area. While I understand and support the
idea that at least one of the schools north of Hwy#7 need to be closed, I would like the long term impact of the closure
of Maple Grove to be looked at carefully.

10/14/2016 11:26 AM
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Q50 If you indicated in Q3. that you have an
alternative to the Draft Recommendations,

please use this space to describe your
alternative(s) in greater detail.

Answered: 96 Skipped: 378

# Responses Date

1 First of all, I would like to state clearly that I DO NOT want any schools to close, or have students moved to other
schools. Second of all, portables are not the answer to accommodate students from schools slated for closure. The
UCDSB would be inadvertently and potentially be creating a culture of exclusion, which contradicts the UCDSB’s
stance on inclusion. In the second section from the December 8, 2016 edition of the Perth Courier Newspaper, local
editor __________ offered his thoughts on the ARC process and closing schools. He explains his personal experience
as a student in portables, witnessing first-hand health issues for students, such as headaches and nosebleeds as a
result of mould located in the walls and undercarriage of the portables. Not to mention, heating and cooling issues. No
person wants to be in a portable when there is a windchill of -30 degrees Celsius outside, or a humidex of 40 degrees
Celsius outside. The words that stood out for me were “kids are getting sick in portables.” You can read the article on
this website. The article is called “Are Students Pawns in ARC Game?” Just Google “Portables and Learning” and
“Portables and Schools,” and you will come across several websites that reflect these thoughts, as well as my own.
Now on to the DRAFT recommendations: As I’ve stated previously, I DO NOT want any schools to close, however I
do have some ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTIONS. IF the UCDSB were to propose closing schools, this is what I am
SUGGESTING: 1) If the UCDSB were to close schools, how about closing Maple Grove and Drummond, and
transferring students to Glen Tay Public School? Glen Tay has a 300 student capacity and could easily accommodate
students from Maple Grove and Drummond. AND you wouldn’t need portables. Plus, we could combine the
municipalities in one central location. According to Google Maps, the distance from Maple Grove Public School to
Glen Tay Public School is 20.3km (1.5 km more than the distance from Maple Grove Public School to Drummond).
AND the distance from Drummond to Glen Tay Public School is 14.7km. 2) As an alternative, due to the distance
some students travel to attend Maple Grove (ie. from Flower Station), how about closing Drummond and North
Elmsley and transferring students to Glen Tay Public School? Again, Glen Tay has a 300 student capacity and could
easily accommodate students from Drummond and North Elmsley. AND AGAIN, you wouldn’t need portables. Plus,
we could combine the municipalities in one central location. Again, according to Google Maps, the distance from
Drummond to Glen Tay Public School is 14.7km. The distance from North Elmsley Public School to Glen Tay Public
School is 18.3km. b) As a slight alternative, how about closing North Elmsley and Drummond? BUT, for students who
live between Port Elmsley and Perth, they could attend Glen Tay Public School, and students who live between Port
Elmsley and Smiths Falls, could attend schools in Smiths Falls. As well, students who attend Drummond that live near
Lanark and/or north/northeast/northwest of Drummond Concession #7 could attend Maple Grove, boosting their
student numbers and keeping Maple Grove open, and students who attend Drummond that live
South/Southeast/Southwest of Drummond Concession #7 could attend Glen Tay Public School, boosting their
numbers and keeping Glen Tay open. AND, YET AGAIN, you would not need portables, AND you would STILL only
need to close two schools. Plus Drummond/North Elmsley township could be merged with Tay Valley Township and/or
Lanark Township. AGAIN, according to Google Maps, the distance from Drummond to Glen Tay Public School is
14.7km. The distance from North Elmsley Public School to Glen Tay Public School is 18.3km. c) Furthermore, Maple
Grove is listed as having 321 “Community Use” hours. Keeping Maple Grove Public School open with additional
students from Drummond would BENEFIT their community, and the school’s “Community Use” hours would remain
intact. As well, keeping Glen Tay Public School open with additional students from Drummond AND North Elmsley
would benefit Glen Tay’s community, and the school’s “Community Use” hours would remain intact. 3) Move or merge
French Immersion into Glen Tay Public School. Again, Glen Tay Public School has the space, AND, wouldn’t it be nice
to have French Immersion in a RURAL SCHOOL, instead of a village, town, or city school? Furthermore, Glen Tay has
a 15 acre land space, one of, if not, the largest outdoor spaces on site compared to the other Perth family of schools.
More space for students outdoors. In the past, Glen Tay Public School had French Immersion in the school. Finally,
The Stewart School and Queen Elizabeth are at, or near capacity. AND, Queen Elizabeth just removed some
portables that were on site for years. By the way, their school yards are considerably smaller compared to Glen Tay’s.
4) On behalf of a parent who suggested this: How about moving the Grade 7’s and 8’s BACK into the elementary
schools? 5) To me, it makes the most sense, and it seems the most logical, that Glen Tay Public School should
REMAIN OPEN for those reasons, as well as several additional reasons: b) First and foremost, Glen Tay Public
School’s building HAS THE SPACE to accommodate two small, rural schools. Easily. And, NO PORTABLES are
needed. Glen Tay also has the HIGHEST number of students in a rural school compared to the other rural schools in
the Perth Family of Schools, AND the ONLY school with triple digits. c) I’m told the school operates on Natural Gas,
so costs are relatively cheap, with a BOARD AVERAGE FCI (Facility Condition Index). d) Glen Tay has a 15 acre
space of land, one of, if not, the largest outdoor spaces on site compared to the other Perth Family of Schools. More
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space for students outdoors. e) Glen Tay, exclusively, has been a pilot school for technological innovation. Glen Tay
was one of the first schools to have SMART Board technology, and now, exclusively, is a pilot school for the Nureva
SPAN Board technology. Glen Tay is the ONLY SCHOOL in the UCDSB with this technology, and one of four schools
in CANADA. If Glen Tay were to close, the Nureva SPAN Board Technology WOULD BE RETURNED TO NUREVA. It
WOULD NOT move to another school. f) Glen Tay Public School is an ACCESSIBLE SCHOOL with only ONE floor.
There are numerous entry and exit points that are ACCESSIBLE. g) This is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. Glen Tay
Public School IS A “COMMUNITY HUB.” On the
http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/programs/accomodationreview/schoolprofiles/Pages/LanarkSouthFamilyofSchools.aspx
website, I’ve checked out the “Community Use” hours for each elementary school. Glen Tay is listed at close to 410
hours, which is roughly the Board average, and the SECOND HIGHEST out of all the elementary schools in the Perth
Family of Schools. The only other school with a higher “Community Use” is The Stewart School, and likely because it
is the NEWEST school, in town, with a Double Gym. GLEN TAY PUBLIC SCHOOL has the Lanark After-School
Program, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and Tay Valley Township Soccer and Karate Programs. Furthermore, the Tay
Valley Township Soccer and Karate programs serve students and families FROM OTHER MUNICIPALITIES, because
there is LITTLE to NO SPACE in Perth. AND, the fees are CHEAPER in Tay Valley. Finally, the school has a hockey
rink onsite that is used by the school and the community for Winter Carnival, recreational skating and hockey, and is
also used by Tay Valley Township for its annual Tay Valley Pond Hockey event on Family Day in mid-February. h)
Furthermore, Glen Tay Public School’s “Community Use” hours exceeds the elementary schools from the Perth
Family of Schools, on average, (excluding The Stewart School) by 260 hours (Maple Grove – 321, Queen Elizabeth –
207.50, Drummond – 66, and North Elmsley – 0). i) Glen Tay Public School seems to be the ONLY SCHOOL to
emphasize working with the community and the township it serves to keep Glen Tay open, and to PROACTIVELY
continue having Glen Tay Public School as a “COMMUNITY HUB.” j) By the way, I attended the ARC Public Meeting
on November 16 at PDCI, and from what I saw, GLEN TAY PUBLIC SCHOOL had the highest and most supportive
representation at the meeting, with over 40 parents, students, and Glen Tay staff present. As well, from what I saw,
GLEN TAY was the ONLY school to have staff present in support of the school, the students, the parents, and the
community it serves. Furthermore, of all the schools who spoke, GLEN TAY, to me, was the ONLY SCHOOL to have
both a parent AND a member of the township the school serves to speak and offer a COLLECTIVE and
COLLABORATIVE proposal. If you intend on closing schools, PLEASE DO NOT close schools IMMEDIATELY (ie.
The end of this school year). Let this become a progressive process; give it a couple of years so the UCDSB can plan
how to efficiently and smoothly transfer students to other schools, or have other programs in place. By closing schools
IMMEDIATELY, you STRESS OUT EVERYONE AFFILIATED WITH THIS SCHOOL BOARD! This also contradicts
the UCDSB’s stance on “Health and Wellness.” Interesting to note, that the condensed version of the DRAFT report,
was reported to all media outlets. However, upon further review, in Appendix A12 on pg. 135 of the FULL VERSION of
the DRAFT report,
(http://www.boarddocs.com/can/ucdsb/Board.nsf/files/AE7JVT4F0F45/$file/Attach_Building%20for%20the%20Future_
DRAFT_2016Sep26.pdf) there were THREE consolidation options for the Perth Family of Schools. Maple Grove and
North Elmsley were recommended for closure in ALL THREE consolidation options. Drummond and Glen Tay were
recommended for closure in TWO of the consolidation options. Even Queen Elizabeth was recommended for closure
in ONE of the consolidation options. To my knowledge, THIS WAS NEVER REPORTED to media outlets. Why is that?
Drummond DOES NOT have the space to accommodate students (153 student capacity with, supposedly, 85 students
currently attending – likely the lowest enrolment out of all the rural schools in the Perth Family of Schools) and it is
NOT ACCESSIBLE. Drummond previously had portables, and they were infested with flies and were often cold during
the winter months and hot during the spring and summer months. Think back to the health issues that were had
witnessed first-hand, as well as my own thoughts. On a side note, I was talking to a parent (NOT affiliated with the
Perth Family of Schools) the weekend after the report initially came out, and he was wondering if you already made
the decision to move students to Drummond before this report/draft proposal was even constructed. He noted that
Drummond has had recent renovations, including brand new windows, and Drummond Central School Road being
paved. Yet, he pointed out that Drummond’s building is not accessible for people with mobility deficiencies (because
Drummond has a ground floor, a transition floor to access the stairs, and a second floor), and from what I understand,
by law, all schools and buildings should be accessible. It’s interesting to note, that from what I understand, Drummond
has a TRIPLE GRADE CLASSROOM, and only have NINE Kindergarten students, including TWO or THREE JK’s.
Drummond is the only rural school in the Perth Family of Schools that was not slated for closure in the CONDENSED
version of the DRAFT recommendations that were reported by all media outlets? Why is that? This same parent (NOT
affiliated with the Perth Family of Schools) made a point that since Glen Tay has plenty of space in the school, why not
move students from the other rural schools from the Perth Family of Schools to Glen Tay? Shouldn’t you be more
concerned with filling up the schools who are under capacity instead of closing them and shipping students to schools
that are near, at or over capacity? Putting students into portables is unnecessary. They are small and cramped, they
get mouldy and unhealthy, there is barely room for movement, they are smelly when junior students take their shoes
off at the end of the day, and also from their outdoor clothing during the winter. And most that I’ve seen are not
accessible for everyone. Students in portables have to go outside and enter the school building to use the washroom,
have lunch, go to assemblies, use the gym, go to the office, etc. in all kinds of weather. AGAIN, think back to the
Health issues that were witnessed first-hand, as well as my own thoughts. A second parent (NOT affiliated with the
Perth Family of Schools) I spoke to whose father was a nurse many years ago raised this point: If a hospital was to be
renovated, would you move your patients to portables, especially patients who require constant care and support, and
if they needed to use the hospital for x-rays, appointments, consultations, blood work, physio or any other kind of
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treatment, access to washrooms, etc., would you want the patients to go outside (think cold and winter, rain) to get to
the hospital, and would you want this to happen? There would be an enormous uproar from families if this ever
happened, and would consider moving their family members to another hospital. If you wouldn’t want our patients to
be treated like this, then why would you subject our students and young children, the ones who are, as of now,
currently students with the UCDSB, to this environment and arrangement? As I stated earlier, portables are not the
answer to accommodate students from schools slated for closure. The UCDSB would be inadvertently and potentially
be creating a culture of exclusion, which contradicts the UCDSB’s stance on inclusion. A third parent I spoke with
(NOT affiliated with the Perth Family of Schools) checked out the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) list
of schools and they have VERY FEW Gr. 7-12 schools.
http://www.ocdsb.ca/OCDSB%20Doc/Schools%20and%20Staff.pdf The Limestone District School Board (LDSB) has
only ONE school that is Gr. 7-12. http://www.limestone.on.ca/schools/secondary/ He was wondering why all of the
high schools (except SFDCI) in the UCDSB have a Gr. 7-12 format? What is the rationale behind this? Is it because
the secondary schools in the Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario (CDSBEO) have Gr. 7-12 and, thus,
competing with the UCDSB? He made a very interesting point that Seaway District High School in Iroquois (a Gr. 7-12
school) is now slated to close, according to the ARC Draft Recommendations. Finally, to truly and sincerely
understand the schools and the communities they serve, it would be nice if the Board Trustees
(http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/trustees/Pages/MeetYourTrustees.aspx), and Senior Staff
(http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/trustees/Pages/meettheseniorstaff.aspx) at the UCDSB, PHYSICALLY VISIT the schools, not
just the “high-achieving schools,” but ALL SCHOOLS that are in the UCDSB, and especially the schools they
represent, the schools specifically slated for closure, and/or the schools that would be affected by school closures.
Please consider my suggestions and my words carefully, respectfully and seriously, and also in support of keeping
education RURAL. After all, the UCDSB is a mostly RURAL School Board. Thank you for your time.

2 I feel that the closing of all the rural school undermines the rural community . This is sending out a message that rural
isn't as good as city schools which I believe is untrue. Rural schools if they aren't as full as you would like them to be
then you should be consolidating some of the rural schools together not bringing them all to town where they will be
put in schools that are already at their max. Portables being added to full schools is not solving any issues just putting
rural children at risk of long bus rides to and from school, segregation in portables where there are no washroom
facilities and heating issues have always been and issue in portables . With our cold snowy winter having children
getting dressed appropriately to go outside and back into the main school uses up precious learning time just to go to
bathroom . We do have rural schools that are wheelchair accessible and could accommodate another rural school
which would save money and the children wont' loss their rural way of life . Children riding on buses now an hour will
have an even longer bus ride which will hinder there learning abilities due to the tireness we all get on long drives
therefore again decreasing their learning ability.

2/2/2017 5:06 PM

3 I have a child at Maple Grove, after seeing our presentation last night I don't understand why the board wouldn't move
all of the Drummond kids to Maple Grove, it clearly has the space and it allows for CROW to run as well. As someone
who made use of the CROW early years program at Maple Grove and now has a child in school, I see the great value
to this program and it would be a shame to loose it. Many of the parents that I spoke to at the early years program
walk to and from the school and didn't own cars, so not having this program, or having it farther away, would be a
huge lose to the community of Lanark.

2/2/2017 5:03 PM

4 At the Meeting at PDCI, the Glen Tay speaker had an extremely valid point about one or two of the smaller rural
schools consolidating with Glen Tay School. Therefore Queen Elizabeth will not have to suffer with the sudden
increase of students and Glen Tay can continue to thrive as a cherished rural school.

1/31/2017 11:32 PM

5 Close Drummond and keep Maple Grove open. Maple Grove presenters at both ARK meetings made extremely
compelling, logical and cost effective points.

1/31/2017 9:26 PM

6 Bring the students attending FI back to their home schools and calculate enrolment then make a decision what to do
next.. We are seriously thinking and exploring others boards and school systems for our children.

1/31/2017 7:07 PM

7 Do not close Maple Grove (long bus ride to Perth). Move Drummond students to Stewart and Maple Grove. Do not
close Glen Tay school!

1/31/2017 3:49 PM

8 Instead of Amalgamating to schools such as Glen Tay to queen Elizabeth, perhaps consideration should be given to
amalgamating two smaller schools together, such as Glen Tay and Drummond schools.

1/31/2017 3:31 PM

9 I have concerns in regards to all grade 6 students being up rooted from their school then the following year another
change to P DCI . I feel these are too many changes for this age group. Letting them finish there schooling with what
is familiar would be beneficial.

1/31/2017 3:06 PM

10 I have been to both of the Regional ARC Meetings and my mind is very full with everything I have heard and learned -
while trying to know what is factual information, speculation or could even be a possibility. I know everyone wants to
keep their rural schools and feel with more time building upon the schools as Community Hubs (as I believe was a
recommendation from the school board) is an alternative way of using the surplus space, generating revenue and
expanding upon the existing integral part of the community that ALL of these schools are now.

1/31/2017 12:18 PM
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11 Take time to effectively work with the stakeholders to examine the facts and implications of this situation. What is the
issue? What are the causes? What values are inherent in the education of our children and the well-being of our
communities and its citizens? How do we work together to find a series of actions that will support what we value?
This process feels like an exercise in futility - the funding model exists as it is, the staff report has been created with
its recommendations and the meetings and working groups can not propose thoughtful solutions because they have
neither the authority nor the resources to properly examine the issues. Participants are either pitting their schools
against others or calling for more time and meaningful and consequential consultation. We need more time, more
participation, more information and more respect.

1/31/2017 9:49 AM

12 I think the representative from Maple School last night at the ARC meeting had a very valid point why keep Drummond
open when it is so close to the boarder and not in a community. Keep Maple Grove open and close Drummond.

1/31/2017 9:37 AM

13 At the ARC meeting last night in Smithfalls it was presented that Glen Tay, Drummond and Maple Grove be moved
into a new proposed school built in Balderson. To me it would make more sense to move all three schools into Maple
Grove or build a new school in Lanark,because Lanark is more in the middle to the catchment area and it already
exists in a community where Glen Tay, Drummond and Balderson are not in an established existing community. Why
take a school away from a community.

1/31/2017 9:28 AM

14 The only school that should have been slated for closure is Queen Elizabeth PS. The building is old, contains very few
students that are actually from that end of Perth and is probably the easiest property to sell. Those 30 students could
be easily bused to Glen Tay far cheaper than it will cost to bus all students from the Glen Tay cachement area into
Perth. That first presenter at tonight's meeting was correct. The urban students would gain so much more moving to a
rural school than the other direction. I went to a rural high school that pulled from 2 "town" schools and 2 rural. The
difference in the maturity of these students was huge. Rural/farm kids learn a sense of responsibility far earlier than
urban kids. Both Drummond Central and Maple Grove require significant work to make them legally accessible. Maple
Grove at least doesn't require an expansion. Drummond Central students should be moved to Maple Grove. The
board doesn't have the ability to run FI at all schools, there simply aren't the teachers willing to teach french. Accept
that and leave some schools with core french.

1/30/2017 11:40 PM

15 It just seems that busing some of Glen Tay school kids to Maple Grove would be more community friendly. 1/30/2017 11:37 PM

16 An alternative plan that would work is to leave Glen Tay P.S. open. It is a totally accessible school with 7 empty
classrooms that could accommodate all of the students from Maple Grove and Drummond (unless a few of the
students from Drummond would need to attend Stewart if Glen Tay couldn't quite accommodate all of the students
from those 2 additional schools). Glen Tay would not need to have an addition nor have portables brought in which
would save the Board a tremendous amount of money. A second possibility is to allow all (or most) of these schools to
remain open so community groups could use some of the extra space. Agencies could rent space from the Board
which would help fiscally and it would broaden the service base for our community members.

1/26/2017 11:48 AM

17 It is very important to the community that the schools remain open. I feel that budget assigned to build the new facility
to accommodate all of the children effected by the closures should be re-assigned to utilize the facilities already in
existance. Moving the french schools both to perth was a moronic idea 3 years ago as it would save on transportation,
allowed for more double routes, and shorter bus times for everyone if a french program was run at maple grove. The
facility isnt that old and spending millions on a new building is a waste of money. I understand that all of the small
expenses, like grounds maintance, crossing gaurds, cost money, but there are people who rely on those small jobs
within the community to survive. I beleive the expense difference for bussing and building a new school would greatly
out way what it would cost to modify the current french boundaries, run french and english in lanark, divide the
students from the smaller facilities, between perth and lanark. No question, This would actually encourage the
economy of the small town. I hate that someone who sits at a desk 70km from the closest school can make a decision
for hundreds of people, and have no consideration for anything but a dollar in their own pocket.

1/25/2017 5:49 PM

18 Keep Maple Grove open since it is more centrally located for the catchment area, send all students north of highway
seven there including some of Glen Tay and Drummond students so that the whole school is utilized without the need
to build any portables.

1/24/2017 7:36 AM

19 I wonder and so does everyone else I talk to, WHY IS DRUMMOND SCHOOL NOT ON THE LIST TO
CLOSE??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? Drummond and
Maple Grove should close. Glen Tay could accommodate all the students without the need for portables. Glen Tay
should stay open. It is wheelchair accessible.(Drummond and Maple Grove are not) Soon all public buildings will have
to be accessible. Glen Tay heats with natural gas. It is more cost efficient. Glen Tay has amazing staff, students, and
parent council. Glen Tay has a large outdoor play area. Thank you!

1/23/2017 8:52 AM

20 Allow for better (more desirable) programming at smaller schools such as French Immersion or Outdoor Education or
Arts-based Education programming. The schools have the population to make them viable - it's just that so many
parents wish for french Immersion (or other specialised programming if offered) that they take their children out of their
local schools. This does everyone a disservice If you are going to offer specialised programming make it available
everywhere..

1/22/2017 5:13 PM
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21 Keep Glen Tay open and send Drummond and Maple Grove there. This way no portables would be needed at Queen
E. (NO PORTABLES PLEASE) Glen Tay is wheelchair accessible. Drummond and Maple Grove are not. If there is a
power outage Glen Tay still has 1/2 power because it is fed by 2 stations. Glen Tay's septic system is better than
Drummond's. Drummond has had indoor flooding. Glen Tay has a Smart Board in every classroom, a span wall and a
create-a-space room with a green wall. Glen Tay has a great drama/music program with a fantastic spring musical.
Glen Tay has after school community programs such as Big Brothers Big Sisters, Lanark Youth, Tay Valley Karate and
Soccer. It also has a skating rink, baseball field, basket court, volleyball court and a huge playground.

1/22/2017 3:06 PM

22 I believe that the Upper Canada District School should be choosing one school to provide all of the French Immersion
programing for Perth area and that dividing this program between all schools is a big mistake. The Upper Canada
District School board does not presently have any enrichment programs (other than Brockville's international
baccalaureate which is not accessible to Perth students). The Ottawa board and Kingston boards all provide
enrichment programs as do most boards across the province. In Perth, the closest program we have to an enrichment
program is French Immersion. I have had my child in a school with both French Immersion and core French and I have
more children who've been attending a purely French Immersion School. The latter is far superior. A pure French
Immersion school can do and does do a better job at teaching our children French. French is encouraged on the
playground. French is spoken at least 50% of the time in assemblies, and French is used by all French teachers
outside of classroom time to all pupils. This can and does not happen in a mixed French Immersion school. The
children do not learn as much French and in my experience do not tend to continue in the the French Immersion
program. My child started in a class of 25 students and only 5 still remain in the program. This can not be because
there are too many other electives for students to take at PDCI as there are very few compared to Ottawa area and
Kingston schools. On the other hand it is looking like Queen Elizabeth graduates heading to grade 9 next year are
planning to stay in the immersion program at much much higher rate. It is important that we provide enrichment
opportunities for our students. It would be a huge shame if we lost the quality of the only enrichment program we have.

1/20/2017 2:29 PM

23 Initiate talks with Sacred Heart Separate School to share facilities (Maple Grove Building) in order to keep both schools
operating in the community.

1/20/2017 10:46 AM

24 I am strongly opposed to the closing of North Elmsley Public School. My children attended Chimo for French
Immersion. They endured a 1 hr 15 minute bus ride EACH WAY every day. This is unacceptable to me, particularly
when children are young. My child recently switched to NEPS and the change in them has been remarkable! They
would often arrive curled up asleep on the bus seat and, if they hadn't napped, they would be exhausted and cranky.
This excessive 'commute' takes a real toll on students, in terms of fatigue and lack of mental stimulation. I am also
frustrated that my child who remained at Chimo has been relegated to a portable for the last few years and will now
look forward to many more years of portable learning, either at Chimo or the soon-to-be-overpopulated SFDHS. When
will they get the opportunity to spend their days in a cohesive 'building' of learning rather than a temporary shelter? My
children would attend North Elmsley if dual-streaming is introduced there. Many other children currently in French
Immersion in our area would switch to a much closer, rural school, thereby increasing its population. Their bus ride will
be reduced SIGNIFICANTLY and they would greatly benefit from the resources and rural school atmosphere. The
educational/mental benefits cannot be measured. Please save NEPS and prevent school overpopulation!

1/20/2017 9:51 AM

25 I believe that there may need to have some changes BUT I do not believe in closing Maple Grove Public School... I
believe that closing Drummond Central School would be a more appropriate option as in Drummond there are no extra
programs at the school, there are no after school custodial hours to run programs at the school, there are no
community organizations close by to assist in educating our youth... Keeping Maple Grove Public School open would
provide more opportunities to youth that attend Drummond Public School... Reason being the Lanark Highlands Youth
Centre, the Lanark Health Centre, CROW all utilize the school and provide educational programs to youth at little to no
cost and help build stronger youth and stronger communities... Lastly looking at transportation... When looking at the
transportation students attending Maple Grove Public School are already travelling 50km to school and if all takes
place they would travel 75km to attend school... Whereas Drummond students currently travel 16km and if my plan
were to take place then the students would be bused 30km... AS with transportation as well busing lesss students will
save on busing costs as you wont have to add as many buses to bus the students... So with all this being said Closing
Drummond Central School to me makes more sense than closing Maple Grove Public School...

1/17/2017 2:30 PM

26 Maple Grove School serves very remote rural areas and many students already spend a very long time on the bus.
Sending them to Drummond would only increase this time. I think Maple Grove should remain open. Glen Tay Public
School has enough space to accommodate all of the students at Drummond (and Maple Grove if the decision is made
to close it), without adding any portables. Glen Tay also has 2 sets of washrooms and more outside space than any of
the rural schools in the Perth family. Alternatively, Glen Tay would be able to accommodate French immersion
students currently at Queen Elizabeth or Stewart but living in our boundary, as a dual track school. Queen Elizabeth
School should not receive any additional students as it is already at capacity, and 110 students from Glen Tay would
require numerous portables (and Queen Elizabeth just got rid of their portables in the last 2 years). The space
available is not enough for an additional 110 students and would be doing every student a disservice.

1/16/2017 4:09 PM
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27 You are moving the southern boundary of DCS; northern boundary of Stewart School. I disagree with this change.
Closing Maple Grove may have the net effect of some Maple Grove families choosing to send their kids to Sacred
Heart. While this will not happen in all instances, I know for myself, if I lived in Lanark, and it was a choice of my child
being able to walk to school or being bused to a new area, I would choose the walking option. Moreover, if I lived
further north (i.e. Flower Station and area), I would choose a school option that is closer (i.e. Sacred Heart). I
understand that Sacred Heart may not be able to absorb all these children but it will take in some. I found it surprising
that the only separate school mentioned in the report was St. Johns which stuck me as odd as few families living in
Perth will opt to change to a catholic school when all the options are in a small geographical area. It is my opinion that
the board may believe that due to the large influx of children coming from Maple Grove, it will be necessary to move
the southern boundary. However, I don't believe this is will happen. Further, Stewart, whose capacity is already at a
solid level, is going to be inundated with children coming from North Elmsley and does not need additional children
coming in from the current DCS catchment area. By changing the southern boundary of DCS, you further reduce the
population catchment of the school which is already at risk due to other education options available in Lanark (as
mentioned above).

1/14/2017 2:20 PM

28 Rent the school on off hours for other uses. Look at incorporating day care in part of school. 1/13/2017 3:08 PM

29 I recognize that their is a population issue in some of the schools, (over-populated in the french immersion schools,
and under-populated in the schools that are not offering it.) I recognize that money in the school board is tight and
sometimes non-existent. I understand that you need to find a solution that solves all the problems at once..where it is
costing too much to keep the under-populated schools open, and the population is getting too high in the other
schools, and class sizes too big... So fix it using a solution that has LITTLE IMPACT on the children. Respectfully,
consider to implement the changes started out for ALL NEW ENROLLMENTS so those little ones won't even feel the
change... Don't shuffle kids all over the place unnecessarily..allow the children to stay where they are (unless of
course that school is one that NEEDS to close.) Consider making only a few changes at a time..make it a transition,
and not a day to night change that shocks all the kids and all the families...this is not a resistance to change, but rather
the insight from a mom who sees the impact of drastic changes on children that are up-rooted. When schools close,
and all the kids need to move together, at least they all go together, but when you go messing with the boundary
lines, friendships that have been made get torn apart, children get isolated, and tossed aside like they don't matter...
Why not assess which schools need to be closed. Close 1 at a time, 1 per year. Why not change the boundary line,
implementing it to start for all new enrollments, so there is little impact on the kids. I understand that busing is going to
change for those new enrollments, and for there only to be kindergarten kids changing, it perhaps causes an issue
with not having enough kids to bus from certain areas....well then use a van! It would cost less than the proposed
change I read about, where yes you will be saving money since you won't have to keep some schools open, but the
busing cost is insane..not to mention the bus times will go way up! For example some children live near McDonalds
Corners and you are talking about sending all rural in that area to Drummond School, I can tell you the bus times will
be outrageous, many parents won't be happy about that. It took years to get our bus time down to 1 hour each way, so
I will and many parents won't be thanking anyone if those numbers go back up to 1.5 hours or more each way
because of these proposed changes. Please consider staggering the school start times if it can be done so parents
don't feel they will need to magically be in two places at once...no matter how or what you decide, keep that in mind.
Please don't implement all the changes at once, and please take to heart that your number 1 priority should be those
kids you are thinking of impacting...because when you are 6 or 7 especially little changes even make a big different,
and big changes can feel like the end of the world. Grown-ups always say children are "so resilient" - well any parent
whose children have been put through BIG changes knows that saying so is just a cop-out - to do what is easiest and
cheapest. These are other options that have less impact, they might take a little longer, require a little more patience,
and might require the grown-ups to work together a little more, but the little ones will appreciate it!

1/11/2017 10:34 AM

30 My understanding is they are going to build portables at Drummond. Why wouldn't you send kids to maple grove. The
school is lots big to accept the kids from Drummond

1/11/2017 10:07 AM

31 See above for one recommendation. I am sure you have already heard from many parents that they do not want their
children moved again. This is not holding the best interests of the children in mind at all. I understand how important
funding is for schools, but surely not at expense of the children's well being.

12/16/2016 8:06 PM

32 Please keep families together. 12/15/2016 10:15 AM

33 KEEP SIBLINGS TOGETHER 12/9/2016 3:45 PM

34 Keep Maple grove open and make it French immersion. Close glen Tay and Drummond centre. 12/8/2016 6:54 AM

35 Kee Maple Grove- it is a central school that allows for all abilities children to attend and add a French program-
attendance will spike just with the addition of the French program and regulate and balance the consolidated schools.
This solution also addresses any transportation concerns. The funds that are being used to renovate Drummind can
be used to fund the french immersion program, and upgrade the school and school yard to make it more appealing to
local students and encourage enrollment.

12/7/2016 10:20 PM
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36 I am an employee and a former parent of students at The Stewart School (SS) and QES. My child is currently at PDCI
and my other child has graduated from high school. After attending the first ARC meeting at PDCI, I feel compelled to
share my opinions. First, the proposed changes feel like an attack on rural schools. I say “feel” because, of course, I
don’t know the true intent of these closures and consolidations. It appears as though very little thought has been put
into saving the small community school. The recommendations seem, to someone outside the process but within an
affected community, to be simply an accounting solution. Community schools are so much more than a budget line
item. Second, during the opening video, the narrator states that we are currently at the tail-end of the enrollment
decline. This would imply that we are about to enter a period of enrollment growth. Why would we close schools as the
beginning of a period of growth? Third, the ARC recommendation for consolidation reads: “Improved student access to
optimal facility conditions for the [xx] feeder group of schools. Bringing more students together through the proposed
consolidation of [x and y] schools will improve programming options.” At the elementary level, programming is
dependent on staff engagement, admin support, and parental and community involvement not the number of students
in a class or school. At the high school level, there is truth to this argument, but not at the elementary level. Finally,
the implications to these communities of losing their community school are serious and far reaching. They affect the
quality of life of all the students and the families of those students who attend these schools. Those who walk or ride
their bikes will no longer experience that freedom and will have to trade fresh air and exercise for sitting on a bus.
Those that already ride the bus will ride for longer. The loss of the community school means the loss of a community
hub for many, as the North Elmsley (NE), Wolford (W), Pakenham (P), Maple Grove (MG), and Glen Tay (GT)
delegations so passionately argued. Keeping a school open in a community like Pakenham is absolutely vital for the
long term viability of the village. Why would a young family move to Pakenham if it means shipping their child to the
neighbouring community? They would just move to Almonte. The UCDSB must work more closely with the affected
municipalities to understand the actual impact these consolidations would have. I think that closing the schools is the
wrong solution to the problem, in most cases. We need to make the community school more viable, not close it. Here
are some of my ideas, and some borrowed from the ARC meeting at PDCI, about how to solve the Region 1 schools’
consolidation problems: • At all schools: o offer dual track (English and FI (from Grade 1 on)) thereby preventing the
‘specialty school’ that takes students away from their boundary school o reduce the number of principals to match the
need. For smaller community schools, one principal leads two schools. Cost savings are achieved by consolidating
administration: GT and MG share a principal but have half-time VPs. Same for DC and NE. Stewart has one principal.
Pakenham has a VP. Wolford has a VP. o Redraw the boundaries, if needed, to keep students within the shortest bus
ride possible (saving money on fuel & bussing, saving time for children) • South Lanark family (PDCI feeders): o Keep
GT, MG, DC and NE (Chimo is already over capacity!) open. o Queen Elizabeth School (QES) closes and students
are redistributed to their boundary school. Perth students are consolidated at The Stewart School and the surrounding
students stay at their community school since EFI is offered nearer their home. o QES cannot accommodate Glen Tay
students. The Category 1 recommendation states that QES could accommodate the GT students but require up to 2
portables. Currently, there are only 26 surplus student places available at QES. Where will the 127 students go? Into 4
portables, at least… hardly an attractive option. o The rural schools share the principals. • North Lanark family (ADHS
feeders): o Pakenham keeps their school but only has a VP. o R. Tait closes and Almonte students are consolidated at
Naismith PS • North Lanark family (CPHS feeders): o Keep Caldwell open but refurbish it (category 3
recommendation). With a predicted enrollment of over 400 by 2025, consolidating with Arklan does not make sense.
Carleton Place’s population needs two schools. • Rideau family (SFDCI feeders): o Wolford remains open but has a
VP only. They share a Principal with Merrickville PS • Rideau family (RDHS feeders): o Rideau Centennial closes o
Sweets Corners Remains open. o Shared Principal at Sweets and South Crosby • To offset infrastructure costs: o
Charge organizations a nominal fee for use. o Offer daycare at all locations, if possible. o Partner with municipalities
to offer recreation programming o Invest in green energy:  install rooftop solar panels and participate in the Ontario
Hydro FIT program  Upgrade windows to improve heat retention (long term investment)  Take advantage of
natural gas where possible to heat boilers • Reduce the number of administrative positions: fewer principals and upper
echelon administrators

12/7/2016 10:46 AM

37 Leave all the schools open. Find the money somewhere else! 12/5/2016 4:03 PM

38 In your draft recommendations it shows that the remaining schools will be run over capacity. Therefore, there is not
enough available space to close 3 schools. Instead I propose closing only 2 schools. As Drummond PS. is not big
enough to hold the Maple Grove students who will be travelling for hours to get there. And Drummond requires
considerable upgrades. I propose closing Drummond and busing those students to Maple Grove for Regular
French/Eng Programming. Do not create a EFI programme there as there is not enough qualified teachers available.
Close either Glen Tay or North Elmsley and consolidate those schools. Again do not create EFI there instead continue
to offer the Regular English/French program. Leave Queen Elizabeth as an EFI school. Leave Stewart as a dual track.
Do not create new boundary lines in town.

12/5/2016 3:56 PM

39 My alternative is to either homeschool all of my kids or send them to a school that is 30 mins away. 12/5/2016 1:45 PM
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40 Email Received (Table/model attached to email could not be added to the survey): This model will require the
closures of both Glen Tay and Drummond Central schools, with no changes being proposed for Chimo, Queen
Elizabeth nor the Stewart School. Potential capacity issues will be avoided at all 3 destination schools. The existing
student populations could be split in a north/south division between Maple Grove to the north and North Elmsley
public to the south, both schools having ample surplus capacity with no need of portables, NEPS having the
advantage of being handicap accessible as a one level school. NEPS is also home to both an outdoor learning area
and a brand new play structure. Both are served well by paved roads in most directions, both are located on county
roads, The former North Burgess Township actually accessed NEPS for many decades until it was incorporated into
Tay Valley township. This has the advantage of not acceding potential market share in Lanark Highlands to our
coterminous board and maintaining a rural school environment in a small but dedicated rural community at Port
Elmsley, as well as potentially negating the impact of a new CDSBEO elementary school in Smiths Falls. . Movement
to both schools will alleviate potential enrolment issues in both Perth and Smiths at their respective target schools,
there is also the potential for repatriation of current EFI students attending in both schools, ie Chimo and Queen E /
Stewart. I have not incorporated those numbers into potential enrolment numbers for either MGS nor NEPS. But if
movement does occur it will lessen the concerns of enrolment issues in those centres. It will also allow us to eliminate
approx. 500 empty enrolment spaces and close 2 facilities, one of which is not handicap accessible and the other a
large school with a higher FCI index. Thank you for your consideration of this , it will allow us to address some of our
capacity deficits and at the same time send a strong message that we value rural communities. The demographics
while not perfect do show that both GT and DCS share adjacent boundaries with both NEPS to the south and MGPS
to the north, resulting a Perth family of schools that is anchored on 2 solid EFI schools in Perth and with 2 satellite
schools to the north and south of that community offering a vibrant rural learning experience that offers EFI to their
student populations. I guess I should mention the tradition at NEPS of petting the cows in the pasture behind the
school, countless generations of kids that have never seen a cow, get that experience. My hope is that you will view
this with an open mind, in the end it will come to we hobbits at the table, each of whom will have their own comfort
level and will vote accordingly. I support this initiatve, we must eliminate some of our excess space, however not at
the cost of decades old rural learning and teaching. I am prepared to support the closure of 2 rural schools but not 3.
My humble opinion is that while closing MGS in favour of DCS can be rationalized, it cannot be justified by the
existing demographics, there is too much potential in Lanark Highlands to support a community school vs a school on
the edge of a cedar swamp in Drummond Centre. As for NEPS the very factors that make it convenient to close, make
it attractive to retain, highway access from all directions, a quiet rural learning environment, not to mention those pine
trees planted by the inaugural senior students so many years when things got rough on the soccer field. There is
potential here to offer the possibility of NEPS becoming a destination for those students in both Perth and Smiths
Falls, needing a quieter , less crowded and perhaps an alternative learning environment, clue in the cheers
soundtrack here “ A place where everyone knows your name.”

12/5/2016 1:37 PM

41 Close Drummond school and consolidate with Maple Grove. It is unclear why Drummond has been selected over
Maple Grove as the two schools are roughly the same age, in similar condition, with almost identical enrolment. The
details in the report and school profiles show that Maple Grove offers the following advantages over Drummond
school: It has capacity to accommodate all Drummond students immediately without the need for portables It is more
centrally located in the catchment area it serves (reduction in busing distance and $220,000 of additional costs
annually as proposed in recommended option) It has 11 classrooms (compared to 5 at Drummond) Fewer hours of
community use would be lost (321 hours vs. 66 hours at Drummond, the second lowest use in the feeder group) It is
within walking distance of the Arena, Library, Ball Diamond and Youth Center Its utility costs are $5.75 less per square
meter than Drummond ($12.16/m2 vs. $17.91/ m2) It is one of only two schools in the Perth feeder group where
utilization is projected to increase in 5 years Its projected enrolment in 2025 is 37% higher than projected enrolment
for Drummond It has a higher accessibility rating than Drummond Its location qualifies it for “Top Up” funding from the
Ministry of Education Conversely, the recommended option would immediately put Drummond school at 148% of its
capacity and require 6 portables to accommodate students from Maple Grove. It is not clear from the report if the cost
of acquiring, installing and operating the portables have even been included in the estimated future expenses.
Students from one of the largest catchment areas would be bused to an undersized school located near the easterly
extreme of the proposed boundary. Maple Grove students who already travel, on average, a greater distance than
Drummond students would see an increase in the distance they travel to school. The only reason given in the report to
close Maple Grove is due to low enrolment, which is very dependent on availability of Early French Immersion. 68
students from Maple Grove's catchment area are currently being bused (at great expense) to another school simply to
receive EFI programming. If EFI were offered at Maple Grove the 68 students could repatriate to Maple Grove. If all
the students from the Drummond catchment area attended Maple Grove (including the 40 who travel to Perth for EFI),
Maple Grove's utilization would be at exactly 100%. You can't get more efficient than that.

12/5/2016 1:21 PM

42 Encourage community groups and services to use available space in the schools to help share costs 11/30/2016 12:25 AM

43 Drummond Centre is not the school to keep open. It is not accessible and there is no town or services around it. It
would make sense for the students of Drummond to go to Maple Grove School. It is a larger school in a community
where there are stores, a community rink and parks. There is a very active Youth Centre with after school programs.
There is a Health Centre which also provides community programs, which Maple Grove uses. The community use of
the school is at 321, whereby Drummond is 66. It make more sense to close Drummond and keep Maple Grove open.
Thank you

11/26/2016 12:05 PM
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44 In regards to Maple Grove Public School; A percentage of parents in and around Lanark Township send their children
to school in Perth solely do to the fact that Perth schools provide French Immersion. I believe that adding French
Immersion to Maple Groves current curriculum will greatly effect the current low enrolment rate. As well as having the
current students (within the boundary for Maple Grove School) that are attending Perth schools transferred to Maple
Grove once the new French Immersion curriculum is put into place. This I believe will benefit the many students who
through your recommendation of closing the school, would have to face a bus ride of one to two hours just to get an
education that was once available to them within an hour of their home. As well I would like for you to consider the
benefits of having a school in a community such as Lanark Township and the enrichment opportunities it provides.
Within our town we have the hockey arena which students use during the winter months for their gym classes, as well
as the library which offers many reading programs, and Field of Dreams baseball field. Many of the students
participate in community fundraisers and have the opportunity to learn about their local history. These are things that
Drummond school cannot provide. The closing of Maple Grove School will be a detriment to the children as well as the
community. Please DO NOT close Maple Grove School.

11/26/2016 11:19 AM

45 Close Drummond Centre school and keep Maple Grove open. Children attending Maple Grove (or children in the area
who will be attending) already travel a distance much greater than children would from Drummond. Change
boundaries to extend south of balderson so those children would also attend Maple Grove. Some of the Glen Tay
students could also go to Maple Grove. The children you already moved from Queen Elizabeth to Stewart could come
back to there home school. Think about bussing times for these children. I know first hand the length that you had my
children riding the bus to go to school in Perth and it was out of this world. My children were getting on the bus at 7:05
am and arriving home at 5:25 pm. This is not something you should be please to hear. These children were in primary
grades! This is a longer than most of you have working at a desk with UCDSB. We happen to only live 30 mintues
from Perth. With closing Maple Grove you will have children who will be on a bus for over one hour without stopping
even once to pick up another child. I simply can not see how this would benefit a child in any way. You can just think
about the cost to have a school open you also have to consider the damage you are doing to these children. I do feel
dome change is possible and you could close schools however closing Maple Grove over Drummond Central is not
the way to move forward to better our children.

11/25/2016 2:35 PM

46 Why would you close a school in Lanark that splits the cost of busing students with the catholic school to bus them
further away to a school with no town water and sewage, to a location that you will spend thousands building portables
at, which are terrible to be in. Clearly some at a desk made these decisions with no knowledge of the area. You will
have students being bussed 2 hours plus each way by closing Maple Grove. Sounds like a great plan! Plus what about
the cost of having to bus the kids who walk to school? Was that added into your marvelous plan? The Liberal that
started this needs fired and so too do a bunch of UCDSB trustees who supported this mess! Shame on all you!
Bussing kids to Lanark is far shorter distances than sending the rural kids to Drummond Centre! Great Liberal math
was done in your plans fools!

11/25/2016 2:33 PM

47 I think it would make more sense to keep maple Grove open as the school is bigger to accommodate feeder schools.
The population of rural kids attending these schools will have to travel further to attend a smaller school with portables
added to accommodate. It seems like a waste of real estate to close a larger school and move kids to a smaller one. I
would also like to see some trend research done on future generations having children. I know my friends and family
are having more kids than ever before. When I graduated we were told we were the last of the larger population of
students graduating from maple Grove and high-school as well. It seems that now that we are all having children, 2-3
per family, that the future needs of these schools are going to increase in the short coming years. I would like to see
the statistics that you are using for the future years to determine your case for closing some of these schools.

11/25/2016 2:32 PM

48 Consolidate the northern portion of Drummond School to Maple Grove. Students who attend Maple Grove currently
can come from very far. I used to attend Maple Grove and I had over an hour long bus ride, kids come from very far
because their nearest school is Maple Grove. Seeing as the southern portion of Drummond students are being
consolidated with Stewart there would be little affect on Drummond students being sent to Maple Grove. Maple Grove
is also a larger facility, and has an excess of room that is currently not being used. Maple Grove is in the village of
Lanark where they have access to facilities like the arena for skating field trips as well as the public library. Drummond
does not have as readily access to facilities like that.

11/25/2016 2:31 PM

49 That all 3 sites offer the same programming. However this should not be dual track. I suggest French immersion k-Gr
3 then core French from Gr. 4-12. With more opportunities to earn credits in high school while on French exchange
programs elsewhere. Therefore encourage semester or year-long exchanges where students do not need to play
catch up. They can be awarded credits for their life-enriching experiences elsewhere. An improved strategy to level
access to quality French programming irregardless of the school they attend. Also need this to ensure smoother
transition into grade 7 French and again into grade 9. Immersion resources can be geared k-3, which Queen E and
Stewart already have many to share. Plus with a refocus on AIM, the methodology can transcend grade levels and still
be of value in grade 4 core French and into high school.

11/25/2016 2:26 PM
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50 Perhaps fill one of the schools and keep it open rather than put all the remaining schools over their capacity. I also
think one school should have been designated for grade 7 & 8s. Rather than putting them into the high school. Has the
cost of bussing all these students greater distances to school every day been considered? The length of the bus ride
for some students should also be a consideration. We are thinking of some very young children riding on the bus for
an extended time.

11/24/2016 4:30 PM

51 The school board has lost it's funding that allows the ongoing subsidy to the under-utilized schools, including the rural
schools. They have to make some or all of the vacant spaces 'disappear', due to the funding formula they have been
provided with, and they have to do it quickly. Rural schools act as a key anchor to rural communities, providing a place
for any number of community activities. We heard last night how they have a value to the community, and how the
rural nature of the schools being considered for closure are preventing the kids from being further disadvantaged. That
value can be carried to some extent by the community, by renting the vacant spaces to the municipality, and then
allowing the municipality to sublet the space to appropriate community groups (Lanark Community Programs, for
example, or day cares, or home care providers). In the 3 months remaining in figuring this out, there is nowhere
enough time for community groups to organize to rent these spaces from the school board directly. But the
municipality could do so by providing a letter of intent, and commit to negotiations with the school board. Immediately,
several classrooms from each school can be shut down at no real cost to the school board, and at a very modest cost
to the municipalities. The municipality would commit to paying for separating the space from the rest of the school, for
renting the space at a cost equal to the operating cost of the space, and for finding appropriate tenants. The school
would be able to vet the potential tenants, and all people working within the school building would have to have all of
the appropriate clearances for working around children. It is unlikely that all municipalities would be prepared to
finance the acquisition of all of the vacant classrooms in the most under-utilized schools, so this can't be thought of as
a one-size-fits-all solution to the problem. But, coupled with changing catchment boundaries, offering in-demand
programs in the rural schools, and closing urban schools where appropriate, it should be possible for students to
attend school in their communities.

11/17/2016 9:54 AM

52 Maple grove serves a vast area now and moving all children to Drummond to be in portables is not safe for children
and gives them a poor outlook on life. If Drummond "which is not wheel chair accessible" and moved the children
along highway 7 and North of there as well as taking in along Concession 7 in Drummond and Bathrust Twp up into
Harper area and Bring them into Maple Grove as well as bringing all French children in this area into a French
immersion at Maple Grove. It would put Maple Grove to full capacity and save on busing and time children spend on
buses. Maple Grove is wheel chair accessible on first floor and there is an area that an elevator could be put in if
needed for second floor. At present children are on the bus for an hr or better for some and you want to add another
20 minutes to their ride. Can you imagine a child sitting still on the bus for an hr, now you want to add another 20
minutes to this, I am sure there will be lots of busing issues. Please reconsider this for the safety and well being of our
children.

11/17/2016 9:40 AM

53 I do not have a whole recommendation but some ideas that could be hashed out. 1. Bussing is a huge expense. On
my road alone within 45 mints I see 4 busses, one for Saint John's, one for PDCI, one for Queen Elizabeth and one for
Glen Tay. Most busses are half empty. Take the 2 high school busses, co-ordination their starting times 15 mins apart.
Have one bus pick up the public and Catholic kids on the same route. Drop one group at the early starting time, then
the other. 2.Offer a bilingual program in all schools. Keeping kids in their home schools. 3.opening up the schools to
evening adult learning programs. Not everyone can drive to the next town. 4. If schools have to close then look at
combining rule school together, not sending them into town. I.e Maple Grove with Glen Tay. North Elmsley with
Drummond Central. Or look at the schools that are most cost effective in their running with the least amount of
upkeep. Country schools are important to their community

11/16/2016 11:37 PM

54 Drummond School consolidation does not make sense to me. Perhaps I'm not look geographically, but Drummond
School seems like it should be the first one closed. I know you'll never do this, but keeping separate Public and
Catholic schools in this area is insane. Compromise and Consolidate to serve the people in the area regardless of
"Religious Designation"

11/16/2016 8:37 PM

55 I believe Drummond Central School should be closed and Maple Grove School should remain open. The enrolment of
new JK students at Maple Grove has been consistently averaging 10 students per year, whereas the new JK
enrolments at Drummond are significantly lower, with only 2 for the current year. This is an indication that the families
in the Drummond area are choosing to enroll their children in other schools, or the population of school-aged children
is dwindling. Either way, by closing Drummond and keeping Maple Grove school open, it seems like fewer families
would be affected by the change in school boundaries and Maple Grove would continue to grow and eventually thrive
in the village of Lanark. Maple Grove also has the capacity to house the students from Drummond without the need for
portables. There are also many benefits for keeping Maple Grove open over Drummond, such as: students are able to
walk to the local arena, library, park, and youth centre; there is a health centre also within walking distance to the
school; students are able to be more involved with the community and build a strong school-community relationship
Close Drummond. Keep Maple Grove open.

11/16/2016 1:47 PM
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56 Close Drummond Centre- the building is not accessible and in deplorable condition needing to be rebuilt costing the
board a lot of money. This makes no financial sense. Close the school and bus to closest schools. Close Queen
Elizabeth- move students to The Stewart School and North Elmsley. The building is in poor condition (high FCI %
according to your report) and has a high cost per student. Therefore is going to cost the board and taxpayers more in
the long run to keep it open. Make North Elmsley dual track to increase enrollment and lowering the overwhelming
crowding of town schools such as Stewart and Chimo. The building is in great shape (low FCI %) and has a low cost
per student. This makes the only logically sense.

11/15/2016 12:05 AM

57 Distribution of students in two schools across the grades for 2016-17 Maple Grove DCS JK 12 2 SK 12 6 Grade 1 12
7 Grade 2 13 5 Grade 3 5 7 Grade 4 19 14 Grade 5 9 12 Grade 6 11 16 As can be seen from the projected
enrolment for the upcoming 3 years, the Drummond school population and the F.I students from TSS, can fit inside
MGS without the need to build a new school. Using the same numbers that the board has used, creates a % Utilisation
space of 95% in 2024 in Maple Grove School. School Cap 17-18 19-20 24-25 18-19 19-20 24-25 Enrolment %
Utilization PDCI 944 705 676 665 75% 72% 70% DCS closed GTS closed Maple 279 227 226 267 81% 81% 95%
Grove NEPS closed QES 262 305 294 290 116% 112% 111% TSS 415 354 362 447 85% 87% 108% Total 1900
1591 1558 1669 83% 82% 87% Recommendation: Based on projected enrolment and percent usage, Maple Grove
school should be kept open and DCS should be closed. French Immersion boundaries should be aligned to maximize
enrolment in each school without overpopulating. Future consideration should be given to... i.) the required space
considerations to avoid portables ii.) the current practice of transporting of co-terminus board students on the same
busses iii.) minimising the length of time in transportation and not exceeding the STEO maximum of one (1) hour iv.)
keeping a school open that provides top-up funding (=MGS) v.) programming for F.I. within the boundary vi.) the effect
of increased students at DCS on the two (2) small washrooms vii.) how all students will eat in the small gym at DCS
vii.) both the current practice and the impact of having a co-terminus school within the village of Lanark that the busses
stop at before coming to Maple Grove/DCS.

11/9/2016 1:07 PM

58 Maple Grove School is the hub of the community. Closing this school in an already struggling community will be a
disservice to the community in whole. Currently an Ontario Early Years Centre runs twice weekly in the school. This
service provides support to the students and staff at Maple Grove. Early screening of speech and language, hearing,
are among a few of the benefits this offers. The North Lanark Community Health Centre, library, arena and museums
are an economical asset. (No busing needed). I ask members to come out and look at this school, the community,
drive the bus routes and see that children north of highway 7 could be bused to Maple Grove and the capacity of this
school would increase.

11/9/2016 9:28 AM

59 Could Maple Grove not be used as an option? Bus kids there who are now sent to stewart for French immersion? If
Maple Grove started offering french I am sure it would fill up and that would keep stewart from becoming over filled
and cut down on bus times for kids travelling from the other side of lanark. A child on a bus for more than half an hour
with little to no supervision is not only unsafe for the people on the bus but it also carries over into their school day..
over tired, anxious, over stimulated before they even arrive at school.

11/4/2016 11:56 PM

60 Keeping Maple Grove open and utilizing its already existing facility would be a financial win for the UCDSB. Portable
classrooms at Drummond are secluded and don't lend themselves to the school environment well. Pupils that reside
North of Glen Tay PS could be sent to Maple Grove. French Immersion could be added to Maple Grove thus bringing
back the pupils that currently need to attend Stewart or Queen Elizabeth in Perth. These additional students would for
sure raise the student attendance numbers high enough to justify keeping Maple Grove open.

11/2/2016 9:09 PM

61 Email received: Has consideration been given to entering into discussions with the CDSBEO about offering surplus
space in MGS to house students from Sacred Heart, that would lift enrolment by both boards to about 180 students.
Could not students who live in proximity to Lanark highlands in Drummond not be bused easily into MGS in addition to
students as above, this would further increase classroom usage and balance in more southerly regions be allocated to
Perth/C Place area schools? Offer full EFI at MGS and possible repatriation of EFI students from Perth to MGS, some
are riding bus for 97 minutes to access this program. I know it is a bit radical but it would place a school in a
community that only wants a school while both boards struggle to maintain one. Last one - Given the timelines and
having experienced the rollercoaster that was Boundary 2020, could not the final report divide the immediate and
doable closures - section 1 - 16 schools, and assert less direction on levels 2 or 3 wherein capital expenditures or
consolidations can only take place with temporary or substantial additions to schools. This would allow more trustees
to focus on the immediate changes and allow time for more dialogue with affected communities. It would mean that
the intent to amalgamate MGS and DCS would remain but the exact details could be worked out over a longer period
of time, we could do something great here, a bit radical but nonetheless necessary given the funding models and
restrictions that we face. Yes we would lose all rural schools in the ward, but you would have 3 schools solidly
anchored in two vibrant communities that serve as hubs for most of the townships, Lanark Village offers a library, a
rink , fire department and other amenities, there is nothing like that in Drummond Centre. I believe this was done with
some schools in Boundary 2020, most notably in the Cornwall region and came to a workable solution.

11/2/2016 4:49 PM

62 Close Drummond, as it is a smaller school, community supports such as the library, arena, museum and Ontario Early
Years Centre (playgroup has space at Maple Grove) are not walkable from Drummond. If French immersion was
offered at Maple Grove portables would not be needed.

11/2/2016 10:49 AM
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63 Keep Maple Grove open with EFI. Catholic school is the only other option for our toddlers if you close MG. we will not
send them to Drummond or a Perth school in UCDSB.

11/2/2016 10:31 AM

64 Maple Grove Public School is bigger and can accommodate more students than Drummond School. Idea of portable
classrooms is absolutely crazy to me and many other parents.

11/1/2016 12:45 PM

65 Regarding the three schools north of Highway 7, it doesn't appear rational to keep Drummond Centre over Maple
Grove or Glen Tay. Both of the other schools benefit from more school space, they're both better situated in their
communities and have more of an opportunity for extra-curricular use of their facilities. Logistically it appears that
Drummond Centre reach the least amount of rural households and would be the easiest to re-route their existing
students to the surrounding schools.

11/1/2016 12:40 PM

66 For the school of Glen Tay School, working with the Tay Valley Township, using the extra class space of the
community. The Tay Valley Township could use the space for community events and programs offering to the
community. This would help the current residents and be favourable to bring future residents to Tay Valley Township.
In the end the use of the empty class room space by Tay Vally Community programs or events would help with the
school board cost issue at Glen Tay School

10/28/2016 7:47 PM

67 More incentive for people to enrol their children in the schools which are closing. French immersion, programs for
special needs students, and alternative ways of schooling could be some things looked into. I know money is an issue
at hand, but surely small children will be travelling greater distances. A jittery child on board a bus for a greater
distance puts more strain on the bus driver travelling in increment weather. The money being put into portable
classrooms, (which can and do produce molds) could be diverted into helping schools which need repairs.

10/28/2016 7:39 AM

68 I believe students from Maple Grove and Drummond schools should be sent to Glen Tay for the following reasons;
Glen Tay is a newer school building that is accessible to those students with mobility issues. Both Drummond and
Maple Grove are two storey schools . Glen Tay has a well planned out play yard with several new structures,ball
diamond and soccer fields. Glen Tay already draws students from the Maberly area and beyond. Stewart school and
Queen Elizabeth school have full capacity classrooms. Queen Elizabeth already has a full driveway of busses at
dismissal time.

10/28/2016 1:20 AM

69 Bus Drummond to maple grove that are on this side bus the ones on the other side to stewart 10/27/2016 9:49 AM

70 I will not attend another school, my parents will have to home school me which means you will get less money
because you will have another empty seat, Keep our schools open We should not be on a bus for more than 30
minutes, take that into consideration

10/26/2016 11:21 AM

71 How about the whole funding process from the provincial government be under serious review. Also the salaries of
upper management be revised.

10/26/2016 11:06 AM

72 Given the recent move of Queen Elizabeth students to Stewart school I believe that another move would be of
detriment to our students. I propose more information be provided to parents and community members so that we can
work with the board to create an alternate plan, allowing for some necessary closures but to return all French
Immersion students to QES and have the remaining schools all be core French. Also due to many factors I do not
believe that Maple Grove school should be slated for closure- two of those most important factors have to do with the
schools very unique and important role in the community and the distance a number of students already travel adding
the trip to Drummond Central would be excessive. As much as no one wants to see any schools close I believe it is
preferable to close Drummond, moving its students to Maple Grove. It has been suggested that exploring the idea of
splitting the population of North Elmsley between Stewart School and Chimo may be an option, I wold like more
information on this option as well. As or Glen Tay school I would require more information to make a suggestion for
that school community, but consideration must be given to existing programs at all for the schools (for instance the
thriving music programs at some schools) and the amount of students with special needs being crammed into over
stuffed classes already lacking resources. I truly hope that a real conversation can be had with the board and the
community to help preserve the best of what we have presently while balancing the financial needs of the board.

10/25/2016 10:15 AM

73 Close Drummond, move kids to Glen Tay or Maple Grove. Maple Grove needs to stay open to reduce children's time
on buses. Move some children from Stewart school/ Queen E to Glen tay. Queen E school needs to many renovations
to bring it up to standards and portables is not the way to teach children. Glen Tay has many resources that the
community and province use (rink, soccer fields, etc). Schools are needed in the real areas for the real kids. Not fair to
younger children to be on the buses for long periods of time

10/22/2016 8:02 PM
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74 The Maple Grove School in Lanark should be consider as the school to remain open in the rural area surrounding
Perth. I am confused and disappoint that it wasn't considered in any of the options. 1)The school has the capacity to
take on the additional students without the need for additional portables 2) The school has significantly more
community hours than Drummond or N. Elmsley 3) The school has a community (the village of Lanark) attached to the
school 4) The loss of the school will result in the closure of many community programs that support these kids
including the youth centre and after school programs ran by the CHC. 5) The enrollment projections for Maple Grove
are stable. 6) Maple Grove is more efficient per square meter than Drummond 7) The population of Lanark Highlands
is very vulnerable. This is supported statistically by the EDI Domain scores. This population is significantly more
vulnerable than any other communities the area - they need more supports, not less. 8) Busing is shared between the
local catholic school and Maple Grove - this efficiency will be lost if the school closes.

10/21/2016 10:20 AM

75 I think Maple Grove should become a French Immersion school. If we stop sending our students from this area to
Perth and send them to Maple Grove there would be far less empty spaces in our local school where students can
partake in skating the local library and other local events that can not be accomodated at Drummond School. This is a
good school in a good community with a lot to offer our students.

10/21/2016 9:17 AM

76 Maple Grove is large enough to accommodate more students. Investing in portables or wheelchair access will be
beneficial in the long run and limit costs elsewhere.

10/18/2016 1:21 PM

77 However I do not think closing Maple Grove School is the answer. Why not make Maple Grove School a french
immersion school? Close Drummond Central School and send them to Maple Grove School. Queen Elizabeth School,
Chimo School are already over full. Portables are not the answer. Some children have allergies and when my children
attended Maple Grove School they had some portables and their allergies worsened from being in them.

10/18/2016 11:59 AM

78 I think that Maple Grove should stay open and Drummond closed as Maple Grove is more centrally located for the
catchment of bussed kids, it is located in a village where the students are able to walk to the arena, library, baseball
fields and more, Currently Maple Grove can accomidate all the students without the need of portables therefor being
more cost effective.

10/16/2016 3:24 PM

79 Admittedly, I'm short on specifics, but it seems that to save money we should be investing in our community schools
(ie. rural schools). I fail to see how putting ever more students in ever larger schools with ever increasing construction
costs and transportation costs is moving in the right direction.

10/16/2016 11:08 AM

80 I'd be happy to partake in idea generation 10/15/2016 9:32 PM

81 Make French immersion available at Maple Grove and have all students who could be going to Lanark but are
currently bussing to Perth for this sent to Maple Grove. Close Drummond and Glen Tay and have half/ nearest
students sent to Maple Grove and remainder sent to Perth

10/15/2016 9:48 AM

82 Would it be more plausible to add the French Immersion to Maple Grove and renovate that school rather than close it?
There are a ton of students that bus right past there everyday to attend French Immersion in Perth. That school in
Perth is overcrowded. (stewart). I feel its not feasible to add more students there and increase your bussing costs.

10/15/2016 7:33 AM

83 - stream North Elmsley into Queen Elizabeth (geographically closer than Stewart. -stream part of Glen Tay into
Stewart and some to Maple Grove (closer geographically) -stream Drummond to Maple Grove -To save travel time in
the far north and west areas of the area Maple Grove is in a more centralized location (bus travel times, location in a
village (arena, health centre, pharmacy, etc. -Maple Grove already has the available capacity. -start the phase in of the
dual track at Junior Kindergarten and NOT move EFI students from schools they are already settled in with older
siblings.

10/14/2016 9:49 PM

84 French Immersion has drawn children out of the rural schools and into town. Introducing French Immersion into the
rural schools would draw numbers back to the smaller schools and reduce the need for portables at the schools
currently with French Immersion. It seems the schools in Perth are already past capacity. Student achievement is
declining. Larger class sizes are not going to benefit students. Ultimately student success will impact the Upper
Canada District School Board's enrollment. Will eliminating rural schools increase student achievement? Will our
children have access to better resources and programs or will they be the lost group. Will they be the group that
suffers for "progress". I do not believe these students will see the renovations or new resources. As a parent if you
would like us to support the change you need to make it clearer how these changes will profit our children. Change is
always scary but change for the better is easier to support than all the positive things we stand to lose. Such as: -
small class sizes -personal attention -community pride and building of close support networks close to home. Which in
turn build resilience and a stronger sense of self. - accessibility - disability supports - feeling like a small family
(teachers knowing every child and being invested in their success). -short bus rides to school -nature based learning,
green space and natural landscapes.

10/14/2016 9:42 PM

85 See above 10/14/2016 9:34 PM

86 Of the three schools North of hwy 7 it seems odd to keep Drummond as it has always appeared to have the least
community support and involvement. Based on surrounding community and extracurricular opportunities, Maple Grove
and Glen Tay would be of more value to the school board and community.

10/14/2016 9:20 PM
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87 My children currently attend (or will be) Maple Grove and I am happy with the idea of closing it as I was planning on
sending them to French immersion next year at Stewart. I think it is more logical to close Maple Grove and send the
kids to Glen Tay (rather than Drummond) as Glen Tay is much closer to our home, has a better layout, is wheelchair
accessible, safer bus route, and has a better reputation than Drummond. So please seriously consider keeping Glen
Tay open and sending all the students in Maple Groves current area to Glen Tay for full French Immersion.

10/14/2016 9:09 PM

88 NEPS is fully accessible from the new parking lot to the manicured yard with the new play structure, there are many
improvements that have happened at this school, why couldn't some of the boundaries be changed to allow more
children to access this school and bring French emmersion to our school

10/14/2016 7:05 PM

89 Boundary lines between schools can be adjusted to reduce over crowding and eliminate temporary portables by
relocating students to schools with excess space. Refocus budgets on teaching core subjects particularly to
elementary students and reducing technology budgets to those students who have already grasped the fundamentals.
Reverse the current policy / practice which places intermediate students (grade 7 and 8) students into the high school
environments which would restore student numbers in these rural communities.

10/14/2016 6:56 PM

90 Since it is proven that the teachers of overcrowded schools are overwhelmed and don't have the time necessary for
any student who requires extra help, due to medical reasons or just needing that little bit of extra time and smaller
schools are able to provide it, why not keep the smaller schools open and redirect some of the students from Stewart
and Queen Elizabeth Schools to alleviate their overcrowding and if need be, close either Stewart or Queen Elizabeth.
The quality and quantity of our children's education should be the first priority. It's time that took a front seat. Thank
you

10/14/2016 6:53 PM

91 See above 10/14/2016 6:07 PM

92 I do not agree that the schools taking students from the closing schools have room for the amount of incoming
students. Adding portables is a TERRIBLE idea. That is not a good environment for children. Redirect some of the
students at the schools with portables to the schools with space. Redo the boudry lines in favor of this. Make all
schools dual track. Do away with not paying for your school supplies. This woukd save thousands of dollars.

10/14/2016 5:51 PM

93 Keeping Glen Tay PS open as considering it for closure is at a loss to the whole community. I feel that there are things
as a community that we can do at Glen Tay Public school to keep its space full and funding down. We have a huge
support of aging community members in the over 65 category in which we could create programs for. So many grwat
programs for our growing children are offered at Glen Tay such as soccer, karate and hockey. Glen Tay already
currently has a working relationship with the township in support and use of the school for community recreation
programs which keep costs low to those families who cannot afford such programs in the town of Perth. Glen Tay PS
is also accesible to those with special needs and we have some organizations locally who would gladly rent space for
seniors programs or for adhd education centres and child counselling, psychology etc. We have a low running cost at
Glen Tay with being on Natural Gas and no current upgrades needed for safety or energy conservation.

10/14/2016 4:29 PM

94 Maple Grove should not close. Reconsider closing Drummond School instead, or leaving both open. The geographic
area is too large and bussing times are too long.

10/14/2016 4:25 PM

95 Closing Maplegrove will devastate the community and harm student learning. It makes no sense to close Maplegrove
and shop students to portables at Drummond. It makes more sense to bring more students to Maplegrove, and to
maximize its existing ample capacity. Failing this, MG students should shift to the Catholic system and attmary jo
kopechne nd the local separate school in Lanark. Or vice versa.

10/14/2016 4:19 PM

96 My suggestion is to keep Maple Grove open, expanding the French immersion program to include the school. Last
year at the Stewart School, roughly half of the students in my child's grade two class were within the Maple Grove
boundaries. Several more of them lived between Maple Grove & the Stewart School.

10/14/2016 11:26 AM
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